
Loud, painful gasps filled the the-
ater. It was almost as if the 
audience had never seen this stun-

ning moment in history before, as if the 
entire 3-hour-and -7 -minute movie 
hadn't been building to the point where 
the back of a President's head—cap-
tured on Abraham Zapruder's 8mm 
home movie—would be blown off in all 
its horrifying, larger-than-life detail. 

Tears streamed down faces. Fists 
were clenched. No one shuffled. Nobody 
left to get popcorn. 

But as the credits rolled and the 
near-capacity, opening-day audience 
began to file out of AMC's Century 14 
Theater in Century City on Friday, the 
pain evident on so many faces gave way 
to expressions of anger, frustration, 
confusion and-  tired resignation. There 
were no expressions of surprise. 

Despite the film's startling premise 
that some of our highest govern- 

ment officials had decided to eliminate 
their own commander-in-chief, not one 
person said they were shocked by the 
conspiracy theory set forth in "JFK” by 
co- writer and director Oliver Stone 
about the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy in 1963. 

"I was a freshman in college when it 
happened," said one woman in her 40s. 
"I thought the movie was wonderful 
because it's the first time you've seen 
such a public indictment of the United 
States government through the mass 
media. I don't think we're ever going to 
get over what happened until we start 
answering these questions." 

"It confirmed everything I'd always 
believed," said another woman, also in 
her 40s. "I think it should be required 
viewing for every person in America." 

"I want to say," said a 34-year-old 
man, "iliir if this movie-  forces eie-
government to reopen the files on the 
Kennedy assassination, then Oliver 
Stone has done a public service." 

Those reactions were repeated at 
theaters---aeross the egairitry-thwing—the--.. 
weekend. An informal survey by The 
Times turned up numerous filmgoers 
who reported finding "JFK" very per- 

suasive and only a few who questioned 
—its-conclusions.. _ _ 

-- 11 thought, for a long time that Lee 
Oswald acted on his own. But this 
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Emotions Surge 
at Re-Creation 
of Slaying 
By DEBORAH STARR SEIBEL 
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Viewers, above, lining up to see "JFK" in Manhattan's Upper Eastside, have 
various reactions to the film but some are reconsidering conspiracy theories. 
Below, the assassination as re-enacted in Oliver Stone's controversial movie. 

`JFK,' Hook' Bring Out the 
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