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NOVEMBER 22, 1963.

Oliver Stone
Talks Back

'JFK' has created a storm of controversy.

Here, the director answers his cricics and

explains the thinking behind his film

BY OLIVER STONE
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wise (Btorta), micans “ogoey.” snd i thar
highe. my film, wy filoy, any woek of art has the
riighen 1o reexplione an cvent: Juse by
ealkrog about a4 movie dealing watli thode eveney
anicd prepirmyg & fiear draft seripe, we bud touched
1w verve.

YLATE MAY 19, BARELY 51X WEEKS
o the ooty schedule, 1t was
eicar that JFK was no longer 3 film
bur & matier of “naganal secury,”
) Foand an article ontited "0 THE
RET: DALEAN 18 WORDERLANGD "
cplashed acrons dhe frime
palisical Sundiy Outlook sective of

perreer with oo

CIA A grotosgue »:mum ropped :h: articde, rkv

nsontsng me ke m Flussern, I
pramids 0 my ginh, cplarged my Bogens uua

P o) of groeds all thar was mimssoyr was the

foamn detpping feom myp mouth.

Lardvier's artice scoused mic of both disterfng
and prodimy fom the | F.K. mirder, meanwhile
oy lberally from what | consider 0 be 2 sto-
lere fiest drate of the awrips diie be had aquired

from 3 bitsey mnnhnln!h:jFK
commumty, whe | bese, m‘\m‘w

el copey of the weripe Imﬁll cach. (Like all wrie-
en. | conmantly revise my wurk—the shoonngg
scnipe wan the athy deuft. dfferene in crucial wayy
from die tirst. ) Larsdier wmniu-h;dmm
precermarship of [FR or frving o diseouirsge

ke mmdnewv: i pnade it duite r.
wiven s reparming on the Jimy Garrson awestigs-
cianr el phe 1957 Witwﬁc\tbu(.:{mlmmm
Assvinanens, that he did not want dwe ovens in-
vestizatrd uymyl‘amhn by mie, te by atyone e;:v:u
dhat parter. enough. in the crarse of hid a1~
bck on oy filin. He cually scknowledged thag
expermy said there woe 3 fourth shot ieed 1rom die
preay Kowll, noe Chwald's Tewas Schoal Hook
Elepsitine i ) and thus 3 compesdy 1o lnHJ FES

Takiog Lardmer’™s ase. 3 Chivago, Tritwnr col-
wmnist pronsunced me a cheeat v histary, and
Timee uwckly followed with & bl page-aod-a-
half review of the unseen film, grstp it far moee
space tham e sormally sllocates 1o 1 tetshed tm

O conrse; Pime has s own dubkns hseory in
the | EK sifan Time o paid 1 hage sum for
the Ronn filmy, Abradm Ziproder shoe gt dhe
seemer and kept it locked i o vault for pwelve
yeurs, ‘pefisie moit rapioes o osee i, on the
.zmmuiu thae thie public would fimd it upserting.
Tiime las persisterudy inbiatared sonse of the facty
ot the pase—same v for e own ponastne
purpecs—oo ke sure that fim Garmison o so-.
wcomied 10 1he funsne frnge of the: paranoid cors
spiracy bafls.

Kenoedv's deat only beeanes moee troublng
with time. Virnily every Aspect of Ahe o e
fraughe with questione that won'e go avay. Why
did the trowd it Dieabey Plaza, wchading rhe Dk
bis police amil sherifls, run up ihe mfhinn
[un w kil mmodistcly  siter the shooting

ald IF Ovwald was 4 lopely detfter, why did
ht aNE wa many apparen oy s the LS ntelli-
e communey? How conld Ruby walk mro
zml’lnlhn Police Station and nhtun Oxwald with
moee than 10 policemen ? If dhe
awsasunatson really was the woek of 3 ungle dial-

2 of tie:
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batim from cran-

scripts and news

footage.
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Cowald. Above: Gary Didman a8 Oswaid
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lmonet Commumne, why s de govermment

sl wethhokling the records of the HSCA and

.mr;- of the h.-; Warren Commission Bley, on
et gronnds of “nenoral weaney™?

[ umnwh'lv beyund me, 1 3 rwee-wounded
ouminy vetevan, UWT N 0N government
punele, sonie nap;mnﬂ experts in wormil balls-
tics aned fircarms, cam at theough the 22second
Ziprader film and sav that w looks ke the Gl
hieaid e came feom behund: Or thar the solisary.
milous magc " could cawse  seven
wesituhs i hmm&y i Cuvernor Jobn Coomally,
brmaking two dense bones, and emnerse with virms
dly no el misiing, oo 0 menton | riveling
eng U path thar &:h-.-u the Lews of physics. ln the
o oF sich ! and new
demir, the 79 HICA Hiport dckmiwledged th:
9% pesrent al a grmy-h.:ll shoe, but

=d E

ment  micdis

ved those official “fount
shat™ fmdings i favor of the comtarable, -
gether unlikely Ovwalibddid-n-alone swenano,

Yun'd expect that the pross would be as vigi-
Line vy the plarive problems with the Official
Steiry and the fone-out as they have boen
to gur movie. Bt jusr s governmunt has
farled owice 3t mvestigamg, the asassinanon. the
nanional media have fuled bad ar geeting o the
truth und ae wllng thor “eath” w the public,
According 1o 3 recent Callup poll, 73 percent of
Americans think there was 3 comspiracy w kill
Kemnedy. Only 16 percent believe the Warren
Cotmssion's conclusiony

Tie Washington Pogt, wnthoue cven) & hine of
shame. @ 4 conous cdironal st afier the dis-
clotgse of the founb-=hor conclusion, wamng
tho Ameriean public dhat swmply becase ot lease
twa “plalcnntents” weore shooting 3t President
Kennedy 2t the same nime, o didn'e necessanly
mican that theee wad 4 conspiracy

FYER READNG BIBELY I8N THE AL
sassntarion feraruee, | chose o
make the wory of former New
Oyrleans distncr attommey Jim Gar-
rison {phaved by Kevin Costner)
the patraove framéework af de
movie. | wi taken with the way
i whidh & man sttt W mvestigie ane small
comer ot the conmpiraby—n this e, the sam-
wier of 1903 in New Odeans, whers Clswald
passed the tme—and comes to! realize hat
sntalleown whodunie hay loBal repercumions
And moreover, b tods that bus e and fis fam-
Wy dite ane darkencd forever, all becsse he has
opned up the Roorbaards and levin the highe on
i zabon iabeey that same powerful people wint-
ed 1o reman lndiden: Like o Capra cvéryman, he
u divkined dod vcrificed, yer wms s soul m
theend. There ate many Haws in the real Garn-
san (armogancs and paranoie, © same s coopls),
but e did not desl with them i the fifm,
catse vt pither had to make Garmson dhe fssuc
or make Kennady e ssoe. | chows Kemudy
Personatly, Vee oever found Garrson o be
the “kook™ pictured by 3 bosnle press. Despae
the caricatures of bim o 2 moder Huey Long,
e w an exeeemely well redd suthor of three s~
ticulure Books, wm eloguent and witty speaker, 4
drrvet-populic, chriceeclected DA, 4 patriotic
2T-year militaey man, an ex-FBI agent, and an
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appellate jndes

1 wok e drmanc
liberty of havtng Garemon and hirs ceatf uneovee
auch of the evidence thar was really ncoviaed
by ather, uncredieed pesevechery, wich' e Sylvis
Meagher, Jostibh Thom, . Mark Labe, Raben
Girenden, Poser Diale Seote. Paul Hoeh, amd Mary
Ferrell (I & syplally € thar private
cmizems have done the work while goveriment
bodies stagnated.) As a result. the film hﬂnn:‘
together deveral livens of reccarch from
6w, T, and B, we hope, in ¥ seanthess -
sew pruazle thae will allaw the apdience, for the
firse dme, to underiand what happened and
whv, As an oursider o consparacy theories un-
il the lste W, | s 2lwars confused by com-
petng theorcs—mvolving rhe Matia, the CLA;
Caswro, aan-Caumo Cobans, ote.—which, af
course. allow the Lie o motinue

Today, even Garrmon ackmawledges the mis-
rakes- i b Investgasion and expresees doubt
thae thir sy be chargged wirh consparacy w0 kill
the president. Cliy Shaw (Tommy Led Jones),
wat evier more than s fringe pliyer. However, he
dad Have evadince that appeanced 1o connect Shaw
urd Osweald, amsd cven more neriguing leads sig=
westmg that Shaw wus the mystenous “Clay Ber-
umnd,” who <alled & New Orleans antomey the
day of the sspsnanon md sked him o go
Diallss o repemicnt Ouarald

Shaw appearsd m have good miellygence<com-
munity connectony—he woval i the ©OSS in
Werdd War 11 and had 3 positton an the board of
¥ trade-how company expeiled from Ialy for -
piomrgs activities, among theut rapang funds for
i awascoatem attempe ono Froch president
Chatles e Gaulle. scvanding o fualian aod Cana-
dian sewspaper reporns. There wis abo the pue-
sheg bussness m runil Clintan, Lopsssan, where.
soveral peophe state, Shaw aned oghewing dcovise
Dauvid Ferrie wero sern m 3 black Cadhilic, cha
eroimng Oswald w3 Conjrress for Recal Equ.lE:
Ly vetey regineratem demonseration.

By getting the case into aiwre, Gisrison saw 3
chanee womake the federsl govemmen nfk
troshiully sbonr the assawmaban, ar ac loast ex-
plun the fvansong rebmombips that Ovwald
culthvated, Garmson was trying  againse. the
cudds—and pechapy wrongly—to reach 4 pomd of
critical mass that wonld carse 3 chain reaction of
people to come forward and alk, with the ho
that the govdrmment woukd then craek and lm:.l';
deliver the goods.

It was i calenlited risk: che legal communiry
condemned (isrrmon for his taceics. Bat even
warse, ot uin't work. The U.S. mwomey in
Washingron dechoed 1o serve Gartisan's wib-
pacnas an menthers af the mtelligonee agencies
Croveniirs fron) folsr seares refused 1o exiradite
witiesses, aind Shaw bicd repearedly on the
wand, devying any sssocuton with Ferrie, Th-
wald, or members of the maclligence apparams
Ciarnson had &=1 oy to prove conspire y—fimt
that there sar one 10 Dealey Plaza and thew thar
Shaw was 4 part of 1. By wrestong the Za-
pruder filtn from the vaults of Time e (he
subpocnaed 1), Garsson managed (o under-
mune the datms of the Wirren Commidsion. (n
posterisl servicws, the jurors indicasial they
were cmvinied that there was 5 conspiracy o
kil Kennedy

Stone

Talks Back Despitc some persia-
syve tetimony: howev-
er, Cikrenon could not copvince the jury that Shaw
Enew Ferme o Uswild, amd ho was scquitted.
Shanly sfter the trial ended. Garrison camne arvons.
i photos of Shaw and Feerie sopethar ar & pare
ty—proof gesitive e they knew each odier. We
mclude resaagings of the photos 5 well aw the -
anons. m which they were taken, but we do not
peotend Garrson. had - knowledge of them befoee
the erial

I the same fruseranng vemn, Shaw’s CIA tes
were confierhied in liter years by ex-CIA direeror
Richard Helms, whe sdmived Shaw bad warked
for the. agency. and his excoutive assistint Viooer
Murcheat, who confitmed Ferne's CIA s,
Marchetnt nioted that during the Garrison inves-
gatsm,  Helms copessedly votced  concem. for
Swaw's defense, urgmg the ageney to do all ic
eould o help him. These were the beeaks Garn-
W PEYET ot

TEMIK THE LIBERTY OF EXPANIIMG O8
the thrshing Garrnson adminsaered
wothe Warren, Commisavn Repart, use
img tha trial as 2 foruns fur proscating
b the evidence of the | F K. v
across the board—the Dealey Plaza
witnetees, the medicil evndence, Oss
wald's Backgronnd, photogeaphic evidence, | the
troublmg merder of Dallas purtcrman B I Tip=
pit, the government cover-up. While i po way
chiming | now know evervthing, | allow my
Garrhon chagacisy to speculate 1o his suff and in
the trial om what might have happened.

Yor many scencs: | ook dikigue stnight from
the womon: record-—the Warnon Commussan vol-
umex amd the Shaw tnal trams tastory
speall for wself. | could not, of coune. micrview
Ohwwald, Rubw, Ferme, ar Shaywe—all of whom died
yeary apn. We macked down poople wiho knew
them, For Oxwald (Gaey Oldeman) ard Roby (B
Diovie Murmay), there 5 3 considerable htoreeal
recned, auiovisisl as well a5 wrieren, Oxwaldf re-
it an. emngma, %o | stock tightdy 1o dhe recond
for his dislogue, nkmg hes fioes serbanim. from
tramscriprs and news footsge. | rebed partdy on my
omwversitioe with bis wiie, Marina, when we shot
et il Owwaled 3t hiommie wath bis By, The pac-
tre dat coerges 5 o of 2 devoted father and s
band erying o maks 4 e, diffunle mateage wode

Evrwitresses pliced Ridhy in Diealey Phazs at vari-
oums umes diermg die day, at Packlind Hospreal afier
the shootmgg, and at the Dallis Police Stibon. for 2
good pare o the ssmssnation weekensd Several peo-
phe.also reported sermng Owweald ¢ Ruby's Carotisel
Club.

Ferrie (Joe Pesa) wis 1 wlf-sryled pivchoke
gut/hypnotst/priesr, expert pdot, and vehemene
antLorrimunist. He om s New Ordsins unif of
the Chinl A Tatrol, which had 3 cadet program
that Crswald, s well a5 many other young hoys,
Jomoed- 2% teemgers, often 10 the dumay of ther
pacents and the police.. One scene called for Fer-
ne ke ¥ partal confeasien o 3 Garrion -
veseigaror, Lous Ivon The meetny did take
place, wery shonly before Forrie's mysterivas
death, and vam remembers ic well. The weapen
recond iodwates that Ferrie was not ine for stub-
tlesy or sngarcoatm ("There o bothing thae 1
woukd enjoy better than blowing the el our of
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he could move
forcefully to end
the Cold War.
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placed Ruby in
Dealey Plaza that
day and at Park-
land Hospital.

hhlllhi arsd i gis.”

every damn Russian,
Commuist, Hed, ar
what-havesyan. .. "), ared w0 looked fike he
weas. abeonr 1o beeak hordy Before his desth, I
thiv seene, Ferne i nervous, anguished, fright-
ened, and vulserab we'ts poE guite sare if

t‘k ONE OF TABITWINT STAR W1
sk | urdated the character af
wﬂh: O'Keele (Kevin Bacom),
yorang trierid of ‘% andd Shaw's
domg tme w Angnls Pemirennary
an prosututon charpes. O'Keade's
erial exeimsany y 0
ann inwrance aalesuiars amed Perry M!u
teatified he suended 4 party at which Shaw, Fir-
fie, med Ovwald iscnssed the upcoming smasi-
antion. | eraduecd dements of two other New
Orleriam—Baymond Broshears and David Lo-
ginr—o sxplore mone fully the Ferno-Shaw-ClLA
camections w New Orleans i 1993
Puetingg O'Keefe m prison was our chiiee, and,
romcally, w0 made bis charscier, porencidlly fése
credible, 4 problem Carriwn Enew well. Garri-
win'v cnines :m:icdru:wnﬂufnrhemg Ry
junkies, !:h i fad Hiele
patience with ths, g TEPOrIETE.
many strormeys whe-are hoilhane bars, and deere
are doype sddices wiuylun never learmed ro lie—
and that’y the case here:™
Two composite ant-Casero. Cibars appest
shadowy: atusnons throsghour the ilm, 3% m the
puezling modent in which they, with Oswald m
o, visit 2 Cuban wosan, Sivia Odso, . Dl
shartly befire the ssrsimion. Silvia (ke Os-
nid)umrai.h:d:mmmmhnﬁi

dymwmmhudmﬁubwﬁ. Amcr-
wmg“dmum,adﬂucmwalllumfy
twrsnbsverr snd destroy the
ottt Ta them, |LE K. was wift on communism,
and they made no woret of their hated for bim.
erwudkubvmmlh:hmq(ﬂnmd.
dendt.nmld.uumghdslfmunl
mhnrwmmmmmtm
s well 44 ex—FBI agent ba-y Hansoer (Ed Asneny
et s sometione assoctate Jnck Martin { Jack Eeme
manj, help te thise murky osoctanens cogether.
I reality. Garrmon's: legal aaﬂ'm of &
few DA and ol yal-
urerer mvestiganors, Sasne of whom douleed i
case and v Bles and coatidential Infarmacian o
the deterse, Albough | wanted o diow the dis-
sensint withisr Carrown's offico——and bow it mght
have affected the trml—| weeded w0 liesur the nuen-
ber of peuple nvolved. | scaledd down the v
rateve force s four sssmaane DA« and one diief in-
vasrigaeoe. Cloe of the ssticans o Girrison's
Jud.u. and miathur i« woaun, 4 defiberar nod w0
e coeps of wonmn researchens whise edkentless
elfaris have helped keep the | F K e alive

SOLFAR AS HPEEHEPATING THE MCENE OF THE (1A
(Rlesbdy Plaza) is concemned, we cmploved pains-
takemy detsil t turng the three-sere sie back 27
{'m! mavimy seeethiches and signs,  cutring

ack crees, lavimg ralroad trackec printo, exser
rephicas of the boxer s the Tevas School Buok

HRCENVERE JANUARY |(#0A

Depocirury. But deratis
are not Bers, and the
redl st wal where the shots wers coniring
framn. Takisg meo secaune sl the svanlabie pho-
tographic, eycwitmess. and acoustic cvidencs,
we hypathenically pliced our shooters and frred
our shots it an atcompt to show mysterions fig-
ures, strangs ocowerrences, and @ dlour am-
bush o November 22

Bag ultimarcly, | had 1o rake the asassianon
one of Dallas ad the conspiracy our of New Or-
feans amd brog i alil back 1o Washington, wiere it
ezally began ‘To tell thie bigger storp—the reason
whiy, as Opposed oo whewar ow—1 drew from
my own peruanl esperience and from Garsisom's
postirial writings. These years agn, | mer rotired
Aur Force colonel L. Fletcher Prouty, whise 1973
bouk, The Seret Toaa: The CLA and by Aifics o
Coumal af dhe Limnd Scaws and the (World. o bo-
come somcthing of 4 clissic on die wmier workings

the gowernmene Fletchier tdd ave aboct ns ex-
porionces 1 chet of speaal operamons in the jomt
stfl durmig the Kamnedy Adrq;mumm. the cri-
cal early yeans of the Viewum War, We looely
hawdadummkmunmlrn?(mlmn. X
mcees with Crarrisen once before the tral sl onoe
after, vo (il b nx o the troe meaning of Kenne-
dy's murder.

Unfoerunately, l’muq o long and oyl wevice
© b comry. hus been some today,
who cite s asoctanon with die fag-righe Liberey
Lobby A affersive 3 shis griup is, Prouty’s crrar
m; ment o his Liter mmmmv.ﬁn-r.

lmﬂ‘ﬂm nhnm:lr %

juﬂ o producrion was u-mm; 1 had the good
fartune of hemng conticeed by Jokn Newnup, in
acidernic huitorun fmskiog up hfteen veirs of
wark on the Viemam War dum‘g the Kennedy
years. (His book, JFK and Vierm: Decepsion, In-
trigue und the Strugyle for Power, will be ous this
manth.) Newman's thorough policy .m:lms and
dizens of inteoviews with mj;m
ment affictils backed up 3 lot of what me‘r
knew from Hn:-hmd and went way
beyand 1 i soope and aneanon. | added
Newman's material o the X scenes.

The Eaexs sre that Kennedy was degply am-
bivatene abooe: the war i Victnam. He said so
pevately o 3 number of his confidani—
among them Kenwedy ude Kenmeth O'Dan-
nell, sengrors Mike Mansficld and Wayne
Mare, and Nativeal Security Council saatter
Michacl Farpestal—and ook tedtative public
steps toward withdrawing oar combat sdviers
There are thees cntcl dacusenie—National
Secunty Action Memos  (NSASW) 111, 263,
and XT3—in Kenmody's Vietnam history.

In Movember P41, the fame Chicte of Sraff re-
quested comnbat treips e Vigmam. Keusedy had
tumed  down 3 similar request for s same
muonths betore, and with NSAM 111, be put more
sdvirs mte Viemam bue speafically -
tiowt af cominat treaps. The Joe Chicts were nat
ared. How can we justty troops in Viemam w
sgnormg Coba. Rennedy sskad The pressare came
@ 3 head i the Cuban Misile Cosls: of Ocaber
12, when the Jome Chiefy agan pushed Keninedy
o mvade Cuba. He refised, mstead cutting 2 lugh-
Iy enncized dey] with Khirnshehey thar mcheded o
promise nor e invade Cuba i ol offtssive weap-

it
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ject that some
very powerful
people wanted to

remain hidden.

f
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i
z

b let in the
light on a

taboo sub-

ous were mmaved. Lo
thum 4 year Ly, vhe So-
vier Union, Grear Bewamy, and the United States
signesd the Nuclear Tost Han Treaty, & move that
Kennedy called 4 “seep toward reawon.” He also
sotght megaations with-

with: o [ s
Samsetime i 1902, Kenmedy starred 1o contem-
phuclw&hdnw:lt‘rn;:bmmmhvl%i While

MmN 4 Hromg anti-Commisie
nure, by 1963 Kenvedy knew that with a 1968 pe-
clecnon victory, he rould convalidaee s n

and- move more forcefully to end (he
ar, On Uctaber B, 196, he thowsed he meant
trusiness; NSAM 263, 3 “wp ocrer” daree-

y n

1Kk enan wi wal by the and of that year,
Unfortonately, Kennedy had only sx wucks
w live. Barely four duys attey Kennedy was
killed, there was & chanpe w1 Vietnam policy
when Lyndon fohnson, the wew chicf exdcu-
tive. signed NSAM 273, dused Navember 26,

Believe that the death of & prosidens was 3 rragic
accudent, lﬁ:nm-wud;nrabdt-nihghm
The pods had intervencd—an act of 3 lane

Laore With the Wind Lipcde Town's Cahin and
was in ey replaced by Rean and The Civd War
Our scenan views Keneedy s mataring by the

dégenee shyoad and an end o racal spanhed a
home. Tragically, these progr b

said The

Uinider the m Adrmun o
it had na infenton of withdrawing. In Fetm;
A Hisory, Sanky Kamow gootes Jo at

are sempting to filim the true mner
she Dallas labyrinth—the mytheal md spinnl
dimersion of Kennedy's murder—u help us -

! g why the shots fired i Dealey suill

PARMIE AL JANUARY 1D

" e may be olr oexe

:med'm-rh: pnrmﬁ thae the dramaric force
1 story transcends Hacts.” With JFK, ‘::"

ectives sealed JEK's

The swassimnbon was America’s fiesst coup
d'érar, and it worked. It worked beciuse we nev-
er knew thae it even happened. And we, Kenne-
dy’:gnddﬂkhgu:wb:w-bmgmm:hs

leader, unaware of why he was killed or even
chat 4 falie frkier figure mhabits the throne.

Kennedy's ghost and his un-
fulfilled dreams. Through the

‘olly, we warched in
s the opponems of those
. dreams profited from che
closing of the New Pronner. Since November
1943, we have endured Vietmam, Watergate,
race ks, ass fons of progresive leaders,
ewalinng  war TEcessiun,  poverty,
cetme, drugs, Joss of mase i the governmems,
and, most oF all, fesr—the fear thar makes faw

Wik

sident. We still have 2
chowce: Whae m To forger thae
pase i to be o o relive it -
Olger Stome iy the cowritoedivevtse af JFK. This seti-

iy wan weiteen whiky the filw s dill beng sdued.
Varius characters and events mentionod pray vot be in




