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:al 

S
tone has called for the earlier- 

tr 

than-scheduled release of confiden-

tial governm
ent files on the assassi- )E

 

nation, but A
uchincloss cautioned S

. 

th
at d

ig
g
in

g
 u

p
 all o

ld
 files an

d
 II  

exposing all raw
 investigation m

ay 

do m
ore harm

 than good, because 

the new
 details uncovered w

ill not 

necessarily be the truth. 

"P
eo

p
le h

av
e co

m
e to

 th
e F

B
I 

w
ith w

ild details, (all of w
hich are) 

in the raw
 F

B
I interview

s. S
o it is 

traditional that it is kept guarded, 

not brought into a court of law
," he 

explained. 
N

evertheless, A
uchincloss pre-

d
icted

 

 

 th
at p

u
b
lic p

ressu
re w

ill 

in
ev

itab
ly

 o
p
en

 th
e files, lik

ely
 

ad
d
in

g
 to

 th
e m

ess, rath
er th

an
 

solving any m
ystery. 

T
h
e reh

ash
in

g
 o

f th
e d

eb
ate in

;  

"JF
K

" has rem
inded the previous; 

g
en

eratio
n
 o

f th
e co

n
fu

sed
 tim

es! 

and introduced the younger generaj 

tion to the controversy. 

B
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R
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K
enneth A

uchincloss, editor-in- 

chief of N
ew

sw
eek's international 

edition, argued in a W
ilson S

chool 

address yesterday that w
hile O

liver 

S
tone's m

ovie "JF
K

" has spaw
ned 

renew
ed in

terest in the K
ennedy 

assassin
atio

n
, it h

as n
o
t led

 th
e 

A
m

erican public to agree on w
hat 

actually happened. 

A
uchincloss, w

ho w
rote N

ew
s- 

w
eek's cover story on "JF

K
" last 

D
ecem

ber, did not directly debate 

an
y
 o

f th
e n

u
m

ero
u
s co

n
sp

iracy
 

theories on K
ennedy's assassination. 

R
ather, A

uchincloss expressed 

w
hat he called frustration and fasci-

nation w
ith the "m

ess of details" 

w
h
ich

 seem
 to

 g
iv

e n
o
 co

h
eren

t 

ex
p
lan

atio
n
 fo

r th
e in

cid
en

t o
n
 

N
ovem

ber 22, 1963. 
L

ife's a m
ess 

"M
y
 w

o
rd

 to
 y

o
u
 to

d
ay

 is th
at 

life is a m
ess. It is up to us to try to 

m
ak

e sen
se o

f it," h
e said

 to
 a 

chuckling audience of over 100 stu-

dents, faculty and residents. 

A
u
ch

in
clo

ss em
p
h
asized

 th
at 

though the W
arren C

om
m

ission -

established to investigate the assas-

sin
atio

n
 —

 h
ad

 co
n
d
u
cted

 an
 

excruciatingly detailed investiga-

tion;  it b
ad

 still n
o
t ex

h
au

sted
 all 

H
IN
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S

 
possibilities. 

"A
ll of this inform

ation w
e have 

lead
s to

 a v
ast treasary

 o
f d

etail. 

	

W
h
at w

e are left w
ith

 	
. is a

 

m
ess," he said. 

N
um

erous forgotten details 

T
he m

ess is a result, he said, of 

th
e en

o
rm

o
u
s n

u
m

b
er o

f d
etails 

w
h
ich

 w
ere n

ev
er m

en
tio

n
ed

 an
d
 

fo
r th

e m
o
st p

art are fo
rg

o
tten

 -

especially by the A
m

erican m
edia. 

"M
ost of it w

e forget about_ W
hat 

you don't forget, you don't include 

because you don't have space." 

In cases such as the JF
K

 assassi-

nation, A
uchincloss said to an audi-

ence m
urm

uring agreem
ent, that a 

referee w
as n

eed
ed

, "a fig
u
re o

f 

stature in our country trusted by all 

sides. . . . B
ut there isn't any such 

figure." 
T

he "referee," A
uchincloss said, 

w
as supposed to be S

uprem
e C

ourt 

C
hief Justice E

arl W
arren. "L

yndon 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 th

o
u
g
h
t ev

ery
o
n
e w

o
u
ld

 

trust E
arl W

arren. B
ut look at w

hat 

happened to W
arren in `JF

K
.' (H

e 

w
as p

o
rtray

ed
) as a sim

p
erin

g
, 

senile old fool." he said. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 A

u
ch

m
clo

ss refrain
ed

 

from
 debating conspiracy theories, 

	

(c.aatiam
ed an page f 	

•• 

' b
e exhibited a veiled disdain for the 

th
e
sis o

f S
to

n
e
's film

, w
h
ic

h
 

hypothesized the existence of a vast 

netw
ork in the governm

ent, m
ili- 

tary and business sectors covering 

up the truth. H
ow

ever, A
uchincloss 

expressed his feeling that an artist 

does have the right to present his or 

her ow
n interpretation of the truth. 

A
uchincloss com

pared the debate 

provoked by S
tone's m

ovie over 

the m
any details of the assassina-

tion to courtroom
 hearings. 

In a trial "the prosecution takes 

all ev
id

en
ce an

d
 tries to

 m
ak

e a 

coherent w
hole (and) the defense 

w
ill do the sam

e thing," A
uchin-

closs said. "A
nd then the jury w

ill 

w
eigh the tw

o and w
hatever side 

seem
s to cohere better w

ill proba-

bly w
in." 

R
ationalking a m

ess 

M
ovies, A

uchincloss said, cohere 

m
u
ch

 b
etter th

an
 n

ew
s rep

o
rts. 

"T
hey are m

aking little tw
o-hour 

rational com
partm

ents of life that 

do cohere m
uch better than life." 

H
e added that a conspiracy theory 

is ap
p
ealin

g
 to

 m
o
v
ie m

ak
ers, 

"
(b

ecau
se) it is a w

ay of m
ak

in
g 

W
ith

 th
is in

creased
 aw

aren
ess, 

A
uchincloss said that he believe; 

investigations have not finished.  


