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I see black nationalism as a dangerous thing. My son is a 
doctor and he was investigating these homes where they keep 
peoples at state expense. Nursing homes. This home was really 
bad and it was black-owned. When he talked about improve-
ment, they gets a lawyer and he says, "How come you bother 
about a black home?" He says, "This home is not suitable 
for poor black peoples and I'm gonna fight it, lock 'em up." 
He says, "I'm not doing this because it's black, I'm doing it 
because of what you're doing to black people. They're not 
being served. I don't care if it's run by black or white, it's 
wrong and I'm going to fight it." 

He lost the case because the big town people said: You ain't 
gonna shut down a black home. This is part of the whole seg-
regation that's got to be analyzed. 

I am open-minded about a lot of this thing. We had one 
of the peoples come to see me, and he's a good friend. I had 
a picture of Christ. He had a cup of coffee and he looked at 
the wall and say, "You mean to tell me you got a blond-head, 
blue-eyed Christ on your wall?" By ding, I thought, You so-
and-so. Honest to goodness, I said, "I very seldom do this, 
but it's a good idea if you get out of my house. I don't mind 
you being critical, but don't come in and tell me what I got 
to put over my walls." 

There is a gap between the Latinos and the blacks. It's what 
happened in our shop in the seventies when the affirmative-
action program started. They had to make some changes for 
the blacks in all departments. They had to have black fore-
men, black superintendents—everything but owners. [Laughs.] 
This went right down the mill. They got a black and a white. 

The Latinos said, look, if you're gonna get a black, you 
gotta get a Latino. So they centered not on the white, but on 
the weakest link in the chain: "If the blacks gonna get up, We 
wanna get up." I says, "Look, they got twenty white foremen 
and only one black foreman, and you arguing about the one 
black that come up." It's not that they're fighting the black, 
they're fighting for the just end, but it seems that we're fight-
ing against each other. I'm watching the schools and it could 
easily turn out that the Latino principal is going to fight the 
black principal. 

When 1 set up our Save Our Jobs Committee, I put two 
white, two blacks, and two Latinos in leadership. I did it pur-
posely because 1 know working people. They want represen-
tation. When we go into the room to discuss anything, all the 
nationalities discuss it. The only strength we got is integrat-
ed strength. 

I know one thing, there is good peoples behind all colors 
of skin. If I don't find it in this white guy, I'll find it in that 
white guy. It's there. I'm 100 percent sure of that. It's good 
guys in the white group, it's good guys in the black group, it's 
good guys in the Latino group. What we have to do is search 
and find them. When you're in a struggle, you can't leave a 
part of society out. Nobody wants to be told the story. They 
want to see it, they want to feel it, and they want to be there. 

There's something inside a man that can make him become 
extra. When you read John Brown, when you read the lives 
of great mens, who went beyond the norm, it was something 
that was behind them. Something that propelled them into 
these things. I don't know where it comes from, but it's just 
something that won't let you run away from a fight. If you 
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