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T
he A

ssociated P
ress 

O
liv

er S
to

n
e's "JF

K
," a th

ree-h
o
u
r an

d
 1

0
-

m
in

u
te p

ro
b

e o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
, o

p
en

s w
ith

 real fo
o

tag
e o

f P
resid

en
t 

E
isenhow

er's farew
ell address, in w

hich he talks 
about the dangers of a "m

ilitary-industrial com
-

plex." 
E

isen
h
o
w

er's w
arn

in
g
 is M

r. S
to

n
e's sp

rin
g
-

board for his ow
n conspiracy theory about K

en-
nedy's death, w

hich he unspools during the course 
of this com

pelling and controversial m
ovie. 

T
he K

ennedy assassination is one of our m
ost 

perplexing m
ysteries. F

ew
 A

m
ericans accept the 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

's o
fficial fin

d
in

g
 th

at L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald acted alone. B

ut M
r. S

tone offers 
little co

n
crete ev

id
en

ce to
 su

p
p

o
rt h

is th
eo

ries, 
and even creates factual errors. 

B
ased on the books "O

n the T
rail of the A

ssas-
sins," by Jim

 G
arrison, and "C

rossfire: T
he P

lot 
T

hat K
illed K

ennedy," by Jim
 M

arrs, the screen-
p
lay

 b
y
 M

r. S
to

n
e an

d
 Z

ach
ary

 S
k
lar co

n
ten

d
s 

th
at th

e m
ilitary

, C
IA

 an
d
 co

rp
o
rate d

efen
se 

contractors had John K
ennedy killed because he 

planned to pull out of V
ietnam

, dism
antle the C

IA
  

and w
as "soft" on com

m
unism

. 
M

r. S
tone's cham

pion is M
r. G

arrison (K
evin 

C
ostner), the form

er N
ew

 O
rleans district attor-

ney w
ho tried a local businessm

an, C
lay S

haw
 

(T
om

m
y L

ee Jones), on charges he conspired to 
kill the president. 

M
r. S

to
n
e lau

n
ch

es a relen
tess cin

em
atic 

attack. T
he m

otorcade is show
n dozens of tim

es 
fro

m
 ev

ery
 an

g
le, in

 ev
ery

 sp
eed

; in
 co

lo
r, in

 
black and w

hite; w
ith sound, w

ithout sound. M
r. 

S
tone pounds it hom

e again and again like som
e 

sort of m
antra: believe, believe, believe. 

H
e stages the assassination w

ith three different 
team

s o
f sh

o
o
ters —

 so
m

e in
 th

e sch
o
o
l b

o
o
k
 

d
ep

o
sito

ry
, so

m
e o

n
 th

e "g
rassy

 k
n

o
ll," so

m
e 

b
eh

in
d

 a fen
ce. W

e also
 

see 
th

e sick
en

in
g
 

u
n

d
erb

elly
 o

f N
ew

 O
rlean

s' ro
u

g
h

 trad
e, Jack

 
R

u
b
y
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 O

sw
ald

, secret m
eetin

g
s in

 th
e 

P
en

tag
o
n
, an

d
 q

u
estio

n
ab

le W
h
ite H

o
u
se alli-

ances. 
M

r. S
tone tries to prove that K

ennedy w
as on 

the brink of m
aking som

e w
onderful changes for a 

better society. T
he facts —

 and history —
 do not 

support his thesis. 
T

here is little evidence that K
ennedy planned to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 V

ietnam
. M

r. S
tone says he did. 

T
here is little evidence linking the assassinations 

of John and R
obert K

ennedy and M
artin L

uther 
K

in
g
 Jr. M

r. S
to

n
e su

g
g
ests th

ere's a d
efin

ite 
connection. 

"W
e k

n
ew

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

as fic-
tion," says D

onald S
utherland, w

ho portrays M
r. 

X
, a form

er P
entagon official. "T

he organizing 
p
rin

cip
le o

f an
y
 so

ciety
 is w

ar. If K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
ithdrew

 the U
nited S

tates from
 V

ietnam
, then 

industrial A
m

erica loses." T
he K

ennedy assas-
sination, he says, w

as a "coup d'etat." 
M

r. S
to

n
e's th

eo
ry

 o
f th

is co
u
p
 b

eco
m

es a 
tangle of deceit that also involves the M

afia, C
uba, 

the D
allas police departm

ent, the press, L
yndon 

Johnson and the W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
"JF

K
" revolves around the celebrated trial of 

C
lay

 S
h

aw
 —

 w
h

o
 w

as acq
u

itted
 —

 an
d

 M
r. 

G
arriso

n
's o

b
sessiv

e d
ed

icatio
n
 to

 p
ro

v
in

g
 a 

K
ennedy conspiracy. M

r. G
arrison him

self puts 
in a cam

eo as E
arl W

arren. 
U

nfortunately, M
r. C

ostner is not very com
pel-

ling in the film
's key role. A

s the driven D
A

, he 
sim

p
ly

 isn
't fo

rcefu
l en

o
u

g
h

 to
 m

ain
tain

 th
e 

m
ovie's focus. 
"JF

K
," w

hich opens F
riday, is rated R

. 


