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M
ark C

rouch of N
ew

 C
astle w

orks In his basem
ent office on a book about the assassination of President John F. K

ennedy. 

t 
 

H
-trail of tru

th
 ab

ou
t JF

K
's d

eath
 

B
y JO

H
N

 C
 H

A
 M

 B
L

E
S

S
 , 

lW
est C

hester D
aily L

ocal N
ew

s 

N
E

W
 C

A
S

T
L

E
 -- T

his m
uch is 

ear: O
n
 N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
, a b

u
llet 

attered
 th

e sk
u
ll o

f P
resid

en
t 

o
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 as h

e ro
d
e in

 a 
• otorcade in D

allas. 
E

verything else is in shadow
. 

"W
hen you're talking about the 
in

atio
n
, it's n

o
t ju

st o
n
e o

r 
tw

o
 a

n
o
m

a
lie

s,"
 sa

id
 M

a
rk

 
C

ro
u
c
h
. "

It's th
o
u
sa

n
d
s o

f 
th

in
g
s.". 

C
ro

u
ch

, 3
6
, w

as 8
 y

ears o
ld

 
w

hen K
ennedy w

as assassinated. 
•T

o
d
ay

, C
ro

u
ch

, w
h
o
 liv

es in
 th

e 
{C

ollins P
ark section of pew

 C
as- 

tle
, is th

e
 g

e
n
e
ra

l m
a
n
a
g
e
r o

f 
W

C
H

E
-A

M
 in W

est C
hester and, 

fo
r th

e p
ast 1

1
 y

ears, a p
art-tim

e 
re

se
a
rc

h
e
r o

f th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's 

death. 
 

H
e's w

o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 a b

o
o
k
 o

f h
is 

o
w

n
, an

d
 w

as recen
tly

 ch
o
sen

 to
 

b
e o

n
e o

f a d
o
zen

 research
ers 

tap
p
ed

 b
y
 d

irecto
r O

liv
er S

to
n
e 

to,supply inform
ation for S

tone's 
upcom

ing film
, "JF

K
." 

T
h
e
 film

 is a
lre

a
d
y
 b

e
in

g
 

blasted by critics for alleged M
ae-

cu
racies in

 its so
u
rce m

aterial --- 
Jim

 G
arriso

n
's "O

n
 th

e T
rail o

f 
th

e 
A

ssassins"• a
n
d
 Jim

 M
a
rrs' 

"C
rossfire." 

•cro
u
ch

 said
 h

e b
lam

es th
e-p

re- 

m
ature condem

nation of the film
 

an
 assassin

atio
n
 th

eo
rists w

h
o
 

have been shut out, or those w
ho 

disagree w
ith the points set forth 

in S
tone's screenplay. 

C
rouch can recite the events of 

that N
ovem

ber afternoon in D
al-

las d
o
w

n
 to

 th
e m

in
u
te. H

e h
as 

in
terv

iew
ed

 th
o
se clo

se to
 th

e 
p
resid

en
t an

d
 th

o
se w

h
o
 h

av
e 

theories of their ow
n. H

e has pon-
dered docum

ents, scrutinized.pho-
to

e
, a

n
d
 re

v
ie

w
e
d
 te

le
v
isio

n
 

b
ro

ad
casts fro

m
 th

e w
eek

 after 
th

e d
eath

, an
d
 h

e k
eep

s co
m

in
g
 

u
p
 w

ith
 th

is: T
h
ere is n

o
 o

n
e 

S
ee K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 —
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There is no one theory 
that w

ilt sort out rum
or 

from
 fact and tie 

together the loose ends. 

involvem
ent 

T
he second

.docU
m

ent is a draft 
of another m

em
oratR

ItIdt, thkr one 
w

ritten ofi*N
ce?:'' 21

..1963 '—
 the 

d
ay K

en
n

ed
y left for D

allas. 'It 
effectively reveres th

e p
rop

os;i1 
from

 the first m
em

o, and stresses 
that the U

nited States w
ould con-

tinue trying to w
in in V

ietnam
.'  

T
he third docum

ent, w
ritten on 

N
ov. 26, 1963, is the final version 

of that m
em

o, firm
ly com

m
itting 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates to con

tin
u

e ac-
tion in V

ietnam
. 

C
rouch points to the three doc-

u
m

en
ts, as evid

en
ce th

at- "
W

e 
e

• 
 

C
rouch has his ow

n theory. H
e 

says K
ennedy w

as assassinated by 
w

hat he calls "the m
ilitary indus-

trial com
plex." 

T
o support his point, he pulled 

out three.docum
ents, form

erly top 
secret b

u
t n

ow
 d

eclassified
. O

n
e 

is a
 N

a
tio

n
a
l S

ecu
rity

 A
ctio

n
 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 issu
ed

 on
 O

ct. 2, 
1963, w

hich states, in effect, that 
K

ennedy had approved the w
ith-

draw
al of 1,000 U

.S. m
ilitary per-

sonnel from
 South V

ietnam
 by the 

end of 1963. K
ennedy apparently 

believed the w
ar w

as unw
innable 

an
d

 w
as b

egin
n

in
g to en

d
 U

.S
. 

P
R

O
M

 P
A

G
E

 H
 

th
eory th

at w
ill sort ou

t ru
m

or 
from

 fact an
d

 tie togeth
er th

e 
m

addening loose ends. 
C

rouch said he never intended 
to becom

e a K
ennedy researcher. 

"In M
arch of 1981, I w

as w
ork-

ing as general m
anager of a little 

radio station in C
hestertow

n, M
d. 

A
cross th

e street w
as th

is little 
'country store run by an old cou-
ple, Jim

 and. E
dith F

ox. 
"O

n the day P
resident R

eagan 
w

as sh
ot in

 1981, I w
en

t in
to th

e 
store an

d
 M

r. F
ox com

es ou
t, 

m
um

bling and grum
bling, saying, 

'It's the sam
e thing all over again! 

D
allas all over again!' " 
C

urious, C
rouch asked for m

ore 
d

etails an
d

 F
ox sh

ow
ed

 h
im

 a 
battered brow

n folder containing 
—

 along w
ith copies of A

dolf F
lit. 

ler's w
ill and his m

arriage certifi-  
sate 	

san
e color p

h
otos of th

e . 
back seat of a L

incoln C
ontinen-

tal lim
ousine stained w

ith blood. - 
B

u
t th

e m
ost sh

ock
in

g p
h

otos 
w

ere of P
resident K

ennedy's au- 
. to 	

-  
	4' 

h
ey

 rea
lly

 sh
a
ck

ed
 m

e,"
 

C
rou

ch
 said

. "
O

n
e, th

ey w
ere 

p
retty gru

esom
e, b

u
t tw

o, th
ey 

w
ere so at od

d
s w

ith
 w

h
at th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission said." 

F
ox tu

rn
ed

 ou
t to b

e a retired
 

S
ecret S

ervice agen
t w

h
o h

ad
 

w
ork

ed
 in

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y W

h
ite 

H
ouse. 
B

y coin
cid

en
ce, C

rou
ch

 h
ad

 
just read D

avid L
itton's "B

est E
v-

idence," a book detailing L
itton's 

theory that K
ennedy's -body had 

been tam
pered w

ith during his au-
topsy. 

F
ox k

n
ew

 th
e au

top
sy p

h
otos 

w
ere im

portant, but until he saw
 

them
, he believed they supported 

the official findings of the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission

, w
h

ich
 con

clu
d

ed
 

th
at L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald

 acted
 

alone in the assassination. 
"

I k
n

ew
 th

e au
top

sy p
ictu

res 
didn't agree w

ith w
hat the D

allas 
doctors saw

," C
rouch said. "T

hey 
didn't agree w

ith the autopsy re-
port at all. E

verybody talks about 
th

e w
ou

n
d

 on
 th

e b
ack

 of th
e 

h
ead

. In
 th

e au
top

sy p
ictu

res, 
th

ere's n
o w

ou
n

d
 on

 th
e b

ack
 of 

the head, but there i9 'a• blatant 
airbrushing of the im

age there to 
m

ake it look intact. 

"If K
ennedy had an exit w

ound 
on

 th
e b

ack
 of h

is h
ead

, you
 see, 

O
sw

ald
 cou

ld
n

't h
ave fired

 th
e 

fatal sh
ot. It h

ad
 to h

ave com
e 

from
 the front," C

rouch said. 
T

h
e th

eory th
at K

en
n

ed
y w

as 
sh

ot from
 th

e fron
t is reflected

 
b

oth
 b

y th
e m

ed
ical evid

en
ce —

 
th

e b
ack

 p
art of h

is h
ead

 w
as 

sh
ow

n
 to b

e m
issin

g in
 X

-rays, 
indicating a bullet entered in his 
tem

ple and exploded out the back 
—

 an
d

 b
y th

e fam
ou

s film
 of th

e 
assassination. 

In
 th

e com
p

lete, u
n

ed
ited

 ver-
sion

 of th
e 8m

m
 footage, K

en
n

e-
dy's body clearly snaps back into 
h

is sea
t, a

s if stru
ck

 fro
m

 th
e 

fron
t. T

h
e film

 w
as n

ot sh
ow

n
 

com
pleta untilf1975, C

rouch said, 
w

hen it refueled conspiracy theo-
ries w

orldw
iderA

t the H
ine of the 

assassin
ation

,--on
ly in

con
clu

sive 
still pictures,w

erei released.  
C

rou
ch

 w
as allow

ed
 to cop

y 
F

ox's au
top

sy p
h

otos, b
u

t p
rom

-
ised

 n
ot to release th

em
 to th

e 
public until after F

ox's death- 
In.,1988, both F

ox and hie w
ife 

had died, and C
rouch let-author • 

D
avid

 L
ifton

 u
se th

e p
ictu

res in
 

the reprint of "B
est E

vidence." 
In

 1989, C
rou

ch
 m

et R
ob

ert 
G

roden of B
oothw

yn, a photo ex-
pert, w

h
o con

firm
ed

 th
at th

e au
-

top
sy p

h
otos h

ad
 b

een
 altered

. 
G

roden is a m
ajor researcher on 

Stone's "JF
K

" film
. 

A
n

 early version
 of th

e film
 

scrip
t h

a
s b

een
 lea

k
ed

 to
 th

e 
press —

 by disgruntled JF
K

 theo- 
rists, C

rouch said. 	
. 

"
M

o
st w

riters sta
rv

e w
h

ile 
w

ork
in

g on
 th

e case u
n

til th
ey 

get a b
ook

 p
u

b
lish

ed
,"

 C
rou

ch
 

sa
id

. "
A

n
d

 th
en

 O
liv

er S
to

n
e 

w
alk

s in
 w

ith
 a $40 m

illion
 b

u
d

-
get an

d
 a research

 staff. T
h

ey're 
jealous." 	

3 

A
m

ong those w
ho disagree w

ith 
the findings of the W

arren C
om

-
m

ission
 are cou

n
tless su

b
grou

p
s . 

th
at b

ick
er am

on
g th

em
selves, ' 

C
rouch said. 
"

S
om

e p
eop

le b
elieve O

sw
ald

 
w

as in
n

ocen
t. S

om
e p

eop
le b

e-
liev

e h
e w

a
s g

u
ilty

. A
n

d
 th

en
 

there are those w
ho believe it w

as. 
th

e M
afia, or C

astro in
sp

ired
, or' 

the K
G

B
, and those w

ho lean C
o. 

w
ard

 a' h
igh

er au
th

ority in
 th

e 
U

nited States governm
ent."  

w
ere p

u
t in

to h
igh

 gear in
 V

iet-
nam

 before K
ennedy w

as 
an action historians have usual* 
laid

 at th
e feet of JF

K
's B

u
ccal- .  

sor, L
yndon Johnson. 

D
id

 K
en

n
ed

y h
im

self reveriii 
his position on the w

ar?' O
r did;;, 

som
eone reverse K

ennedy's policy 
in his absence, know

ing the K
en-

dent w
ould soon be dead? 

N
o' one know

s. 
T

he m
ountain of contradictory 

or botched evidence —
 including 

an
 au

top
sy th

at w
as C

on
stan

tly 
b

ein
g in

terru
p

ted
 b

y con
flictin

g 
statem

ents from
 the governm

ent 
and the K

ennedy fam
ily —

 m
akes 

th
e tru

th
 n

early im
p

ossib
le to 

find. 
It's a testam

en
t to th

at com
-

p
lexity th

at so m
an

y years after 
K

ennedy's death, the official ex-
p

lan
ation

 seem
s so q

u
estion

ab
le 

an
d

 th
e con

sp
iracy th

eories so 
m

addeningly out of reach. 
A

t th
is p

oin
t, if th

e ab
solu

te 
truth w

ere revealed, C
rouch said, 

"
P

eop
le w

ou
ld

 say, 'O
h

, it's ju
st 

another book.' " 
A

s for C
rouch, "I'm

 going to do 
on

e b
ook

 an
d

 th
at's it,"

 h
e said

, 
laughing. 

"
T

h
e p

o
in

t is,"
 h

e sa
id

, "
in

 
1991, th

e q
u

estion
 th

at p
eop

le 
h

ave to ask
 —

 an
d

 th
at I h

op
e 

they w
ill start to ask w

hen O
liver 

S
ton

e's m
ovie com

es ou
t —

 is 
w

h
y d

id
 th

e govern
m

en
t of th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates alter an

d
 d

estroy 
autopsy evidence? 

T
he A

m
erican people are enti-

tled to know
 the truth." 


