
versy around Jim
 G

arrison, but w
e 

w
eren't m

aking a biography," C
ost-

ner insists. "If w
e w

ere, m
aybe I 

w
ou

ld
n

't b
e m

ak
in

g th
is m

ovie. 
B

ut there area lot of sides to him
. 

"H
e still com

es off fairly heroic 
(in the film

), and I played him
 as 

such." 
K

now
n m

ore for his charism
a 

'than his theatrical expertise, C
ost-

n
er ad

m
its h

e w
orried

 th
at h

e 
w

ouldn't be able to do the m
em

ory 
w

ork
 th

at a cru
cial cou

rtroom
 

sum
m

ation scene w
ould require, 

C
ostner couldn't keep his prom

ise 
,o

ld
 w

ife h
e'd

 
take tim

e off, but 
jF

ic cam
e alo

n
g

 
B

y Jena J. P
ersia) 

W
vet S

ton
e w

an
ted

 from
 

H
A

T
 "JFK

" director 011- 

K
evin C

ostner in the role 
of form

er N
ew

 O
rleans D

istrict. A
t-

torn
ey Jitn

 G
arrison

 w
as m

ore 
than a m

ovie star. H
e needed an 

im
age of b

elievab
ility, an

d
 w

ith
 

C
ostner he B

oned that w
ee pert of 

-the Package. 
C

ostn
er, w

ith
 h

is lacon
ic, all-

A
m

erican appeal, didn't w
ant the 

controversial role of the m
an w

ho 
h

ad
 u

n
su

ccessfu
lly p

rosecu
ted

 
businessm

an C
lay Shaw

 for being 
part of an assassination conspira-
cy. R

eportedly, H
arrison F

ord and': 
M

el G
ibson had declined as w

ell. 
B

ut Stone w
as insistent,  

,"I prom
ised m

y w
ife I w

as going 
to take som

e tim
e off," says C

ost-
p

er, "
T

h
en

 O
liver sen

t m
e th

is 
script w

hich w
as hard to un-

derstand and m
ade you think. T

he 
4nform

ation w
as dense and I w

as 
tired, so I passed." 

S
ton

e crossed
 th

e A
tlan

tic to 
m

eet C
ostner on the set of "R

obin 
H

ood
,"

 b
u

t C
ostn

er still w
asn

't 
K

enn  .C
ostner, left, as the district attorney and Jay a

 S
anders as his 

con
vin

ced
 h

e cou
ld

 say th
e lofty: d

u
e

l in
vestig

ato
r in

 "JF
K

" 
i lines Stone w

rote for him
. 

T
h

e actor also d
id

n
't feel h

e 
could even approach his w

ife w
ith 

the prospect of plunging into yet 
another m

ovie after he had prom
-

ised her tim
e alone. B

ut it w
as she 

w
ho finally persuaded him

 to take 
th

e role. 
"I'm

 not im
m

une to the contra- 

R
unning som

e eight m
inutes onl: 

screen, it originally stretched 4.11. 
and took a day and a half to film

. In 
the m

iddle of it, as C
ostner-G

arri-
pon quietly details the contraille-
O

m
 an

d
 in

con
sisten

cies in
 th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission's single-bul-

' let, lone-assassin theory, his voice 
breaks. It is a m

om
ent that w

as ,  not 

"T
he w

eight of the speech just 
got so heavy

, " C
ostner explair. "It 

*b
et seem

 foolish
 tit iv

'''. 	
.‘ 

A
n O

scar-w
inning director for 

'D
ances W

ith W
olves," C

ostner 
took

 th
e b

ru
n

t of th
e criticism

 
w

hen he overrode friend and three-
.tor K

evin
 R

eyn
old

s d
u

rin
g th

e 
film

ing of "R
obin H

ood P
rince of.  

T
hieves." H

e still sm
arts from

 crit-
icism

 of the ei 
"'D

ances ppitO
ty of, "D

aps 
W

ith W
olves. W

ith W
olves' w

as just 
one fictional story of the W

est. It 
w

as a very hum
an, rom

antic look. 
at things," he says. "I w

as surprised;  
at w

hy people attacked it, calling it 
`K

evin's G
ate.' I w

as not surprised, 
that people liked it, 

"
I'm

 alw
ays su

rp
rised

 w
h

en
 

journalists editorialize and it gate 
m

ean, like they did w
ith 'R

obin 
H

ood.' 
"I knew

 it w
as a good, entertain-

ing m
ovie. I w

as under no illusions 
it w

as anything else. It w
as flaw

ed,. 
but I didn't feel vindicated w

hen it 
m

ade $170 m
illion. I only felt yin-

dicated in m
y ow

n sensibilities." 

P
rofessing that he doesn't have 

"as thick a skin as people im
agine," 

C
ostner, w

ho has to he one of the 
m

oat banicable stars in the indus-
try, m

oans, "I'd take 10 percent of 
w

hat I m
ake if I could throw

 aw
ay 

all the bad review
s. It w

ould be a 
great deal." 	

, 
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