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`JFK' the film mangles t 
The single-bullet theory has withstood 

the test of time. 

By ARLEN SPECTER 

W hen I was first asked about 

W the new movie JFK by the 
news media in early De-

cember, I tossed It off with a laugh, 
I(saying that I would try to see it ll iduring the holiday season because I /  eenjoyed fiction. When I saw it a few 

'e-T'weeks later, I thought that it was 
- e'Anything but funny, because it por-
Atrayed to about half of America 
. .(those under 12 when President 
;7plohn F. Kennedy was murdered 28 
tt,,I/years ago) a false story as a matter 

of first impression in a docudrama 
format that intermixes authentic 
lack • and white newsreels with 

j , lack and white fictional clips so 
^" :that the viewer cannot tell which Is 

.. I The strength of our democratic 

..-. .which in an otherwise color film. $  

*'Institutions resides in the un-
rabridged freedom of citizens to crit-
Plicize their government. That right 
,:--10 criticize was eloquently articu-
*Iated by Thomas Jefferson: "Were it 
2„,left to me to decide whether we :t should have a government without 
'`, 

 
newspapers, or newspapers without 

--a government, I should not hesitate 
a moment to prefer the latter." 

Our government at all levels has 
lots of problems, and no one ever 

:, said It better than Winston Chair-
Ichill: "Democracy Is the worst form 
00.1of government except all those other 
cinforms that have been tried from time 
,,,to time." Government has an abso- 

lute duty not to Ile to its people. 
There is at least some duty on the e t . , part of the critics, especially those 

:' using the technique of a movie docu-
'" drama, not to fraudulently and inten-

tionally deceive a whole generation 
..'of Americans about an important his-1 V' torical event. 

Look at a few of the falsehoods. 
i. The movie: Kennedy had a large 

exit wound in the back of his head 
:,"indicating that the bullet came 
• 

 
from the front. 

1 ,.  Facts: Kennedy had a small entry 
••,hole in the back of his head and a 
• large exit wound at the top front 
,,-showing that the bullet came from 

the rear and above. 
The movie: Lt. Col. Pierre Finck, 

an autopsy surgeon at Bethesda, 
.:says the government agents at the 
autopsy ordered a coverup on the 
medical findings. 

Facts: Finck testified under oath 
before the Warn I Commission that 
an Initial bullet hit Kennedy In the 

'back of the neck. hit nothing solid, 

and exited from his throat — sup-
porting the single bullet theory. 

The movie: Jack Ruby tells Chief 
Justice Earl Warren to get him out 
of Dallas so that he (Ruby) can tell 
about his part in the conspiracy. 

Facts: Ruby testified before the ,  
Warren Commission that he had no 
part In any conspiracy. 

The movie says there was a gigan-: 
tic conspiracy Involving President 
Lyndon Johnson, Warren, the FBI, 
the CIA and many others. For that' 
to be true, Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy (in charge of the FBI). 
the President's brother, would have 
to have been a part of — or at least 
indifferent to — the conspiracy. 
How ridiculous can you be? 

If that far-flung conspiracy In-
volving so many agencies and peo-
ple could be kept secret for more 
than two decades, it would have 
been the most successful undertak-
ing of the U.S. government in its, 
200-year history. 

The Warren Commission conclud-.  
ed that there was no conspiracy. 
The House of Representatives Select" 
Committee on Assassinations found, 
the "probability" of a conspiracy: 
based on a sound tape, believed to 
be a recording of the assassination. 
with two shots 1.6 seconds apart, 
which would be too fast for both to 
have come from Oswald's rifle. Fur-
ther study by the-National Academy 
of Sciences proved that the tape did 
not record the shots in the assassi-
nation. 

It is impossible to prove conclu-
sively a negative — that something 
did not happen. Had there been a 
conspiracy, I believe it would have 
come to light In the intervening 28 
years. given the Impossibility of 
keeping secrets In our free society. 

The movie mangles the facts on 
the single-bullet theory. The House 
assassinations committee, very crit-
ical of the Warren Commission on 
other matters, confirmed the single-
bullet theory. 

When the autopsy surgeons dis-
closed that the bullet, which 
passed through the President's 
neck, hit nothing solid and exited 
with tremendous velocity, it was 
apparent that a bullet with that  

trajectory would have to have hit 
the interior of the vehicle; or 
someone else. We noted that the 
entry wound on Gov. John Con,  
nally's back (slightly to the left of 
his right armpit) was slightly ir-
regular, which was consistent to 
some other object's having been 
bit first without significantly 
slowing the bullet's velocity. ' 

The commission then conducted 
elaborate tests such as firing Os-
wald's rifle at the same distance at 
substances, recreating the Presi-
dent's neck, to measure entrance 
and exit velocities; grazing the rib 
of an anesthetized goat (simulating 
Connally's rib wound); firing Os-
wald's rifle at cadaver skulls and 
wrists; etc. 

From the evidence, the single-bul-
let theory emerged. Using the neu-
tron activation analysis (not known 
during the time of the Warren Com-
mission Investigation), the House 
committee more than a decade later 
concluded that the metallic (rag-

, ments in Connally's wrist came 
from the single bullet.' ' 

Over the years I have debated 
critics on live •television such as 
Mark Lane on British television for 
four hours and 45 minutes and Josi-
ah Thompson on Philadelphia pub-
lic television for two hours at the 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. I think it is fair to say that ;, 

The magic 
In the movie "JFK," the following 

passage is spoken by Kevin Costner,' 
who plays New Orleans District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison. 

Rether than admit to a conspir-
acy or investigate further, the 
Warren Commission chose to 

endorse the theory put forth by an 
ambitious junior counselor, Arlen 
Specter. One of the grossest lies ever 
foisted on the American people. 
We've come to know it as the magic-
bullet theory.  

The magic bullet enters the Presi- 
dent's back, headed downward at an 
angle of 17 degrees. It then moves I 

j 
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he facts 
the single-bullet theory has with-
stood the test of time for those will-
ing to listen to the evidence and 
follow the facts. 

Historians, columnists and media 
critics have thoroughly discredited 
and ridiculed the movie JFK. But 
that is not sufficient for all the men 
and women who are being defamed 
by the movie's dredging up stale 
conspiracy theories that have been 
discredited over the past two dec-
ades. Most of those defamed are not 
alive to defend themselves. Their 
families Inherit their anguish, as 
illustrated by television Journalist 
Cokie Roberts, who commented re-
cently on ABC's This Week With 
David Brinkley that the movie was 
unfair to her father, Louisiana Rep; 
Hale Boggs, who was a member of. 
the commission. • 	• 

Considering the facts that debate 
continues on the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln and just last year 
the body of Zachary Taylor was ex-

, burned on the suspicion that he was 
' poisoned, it is not surprising that 
doubt remains about the Warren 
Report. But then who has read the 
Warren Report — let alone the 25 
volumes containing 17,000 pages of 

, supporting evidence? 

in a curious way, this absurd 
. movie, which no one Is taking seri- 
ously once acquainted 

to 	
the 

: facts, may lead people to read and 
accept the extensive factual analy-
sis and sound conclusions of the 
Warren Commission's report. 

.Arlen Specter, Pennsylvania's sen- 
!for U.S. senator, was an assistant 
'counsel to the Warren Commission. 

bullet turns right then left 
upward, in order to leave Kennedy's 
body from the front of his neck. 
Wound No. 2. Where it waits 1.6 sec-
onds. Presumably in mid-air, where 
it turns right. Then left. Right. Then 
left. And continues into 'Gov. Johnl 
Connally's body at the rear of his 
right arm pit. Wound No. 3. 

"The bullet then heads downward at 
en angle of 27 degrees, shattering Con-
milly's fifth rib and exiting from the 
right side of his chest. Wound No. 4. 

"The bullet then turns right. And re-
enters Connally's body at his right 
wrist. Wound No. 5. Shattering the  

radius bone, the bullet then exits Con-
nally's wrist, wound No. 6, makes a 
dramatic U-turn and buries itself into 
Connally's left thigh. Wound No. 7, 
Ifrorni which it later falls out. And is 
found In almost pristine condition on a 
stretcher in a corridor of Parkland 
Hospital. 

'That's some bullet. 
"Anyone who's been in combat will 

tell you that never In the history of 
combat has there been a bullet this 
ridiculous. Yet the government says 
it can prove it. With some fancy 
physics In a nuclear laboratory. Of  

course they can. TheoretiCal 
physics can prove that an ele-
phant can hang from a cliff with 
his tail tied to a daisy.... 

"This single-bullet explanation 
is the foundation of the Warren 
Commission's claim of a lone as-
sassin. And once you conclude 
(theft the magic bullet could not 
create all seven of those wounds, 
you have to conclude that there 
was a fourth shot. And a second 
rifle. And if there was a second 
rifle, by definition, there had to 
be a conspiracy." 


