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F. Kennedy only moments to turn
) the corner for that trip into his-

Wunllm.nmhll'orthc
movie JFK, it will take days for an
almost identical model to make
that same turn.

Filming st Dealey Plaza for the
Oliver Stone drama begins Mon-
ay.mnwmuwh
re-enactsd with Dallas actors play-
ing President and Mrs. Kennedy
and Texas Gov. John Connally and

The recreation of the assassins-
tion, which will take place from 7
am. to 7 pm. Monday through Fri-
day untl April 20, has drawn na-
tional attantion, but director Stone
warns that the filming may be dis-
appointing to watch.

- '] think it's going to be much
better in a movie theater, to be
bonest. Becanse not only is It
/ to be done very much like a
figsaw puszle with a little piece
hanmdnul.phuthm,h'ubc

“And because the plaza is s self-
contained unit, & very small
- gpherical unit, we're shooting it

with four or five cameras.”

In fact, he says, it's a bit like the
“concerts he filmed for The Doors.

“We're going to be shooting
every angle at the same time,
which means there's very litile
space for viewing. Everybody's got
to be in period clothes. Every car

has to be period, I can't imagine, |

unless you got to the top of a bulld-
ing scross the way with binocu-
iars, that you counld really get a
sense of what was going on.”
Besides, says Mr. Stone, "] find
that shooting is exhausting, and 1

think there's going to be some rain
here in Dallas in April. | have the
feeling we're going w have some
tough weather. So we have some
cover sets, some interiors.”

Also he says that while about
300 Dallas extras in period hair-
styles and dress will be on the set,
Hollywood stars will be absent.

“it's not like Kevin Costner

works there more than one day or
two days. When Val Kilmer was
working in The Doors, that was fun
because he was singing, and there
were thousands of people carrying
on. That was something more ex-
citing. This is a car-going back and
forth with individual shots of peo-
ple.”
But if big-name actors will be
scarce, Mr, Stone's loyal film-mak-
ing team will be visible, The pre-
maturely gray hesd near the cam-
era belongs to Mr. Stone's longtime
director of photography, Bob Rich-
ardson, a veteran of the tropical, fi-
pancial and rock jungles in Mr.
Swone's Platoon, Born on the Fourth
of July, The Doors, Wall Street and
Salvador. Hong Kong-boarn pro-
ducer A Kitman Ho is back for his
gixth collaboration with the Oscar
winner. And Toronto's Gordon
Smith, who worked on Platoon, Sal-
vador and Born on the Fourth of
July, returns to handle the grim
head prosthetics for the assassins-
tion scene.

As he did on Born on the Fourth
of July, associate producer-produc-
tion manager Clayton Townsend
again rides herd on the budget, re-
ported to be 535 million to $40 mil-
lion. And another Fourth of July
weteran, “Boom-Boom"
Moore, will be doing special effects
and pyrotechniecs.

For the “sniper's nest” Mr.
Moore had to find three 6.5Smm ltal-
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ian Mannlicher-Carcano rifles. |

“lf you work with Oliver, you
need backup,” he says. “If 1 need
another gun and don't have it 1
might as well load up my truck and
go home.”

Finding the guns wasn't as hard
as acquiring the sights for the ri-
fles.

“Most people threw them out
because they were junky,” Mr.
Moore says. “And because every-

knew we were looking for
them, the price shot up to $250."

Only a privileged few have seen
» finished script — and even it re-
mains in flux — but sometime dur-
ing filming, cameras should focus
on Dallas actor Anthony Ramirez
as the victim of an epileptic
seizure at the Texas School Book
Depository shortly before the mo-
torcade arrives; on Dallas County
Sheriff's Department fingerprint
technician Ray LaPere as home
movie maker Abrabam Zapruder;
and on Dallas actor Errol McLen-
don as the mysterious “umbrella
man” who raises and lowers his
umbrella on the sunny fall day.

Ome local actor with a personal
interest in the scene is Dallas'
Spain Logue, whose cousin Bill
Newman and family were
eyewitnesses 1o the assassination. -
Photos showed Bill Newman and
his wife, Gayle, on the ground
shielding their two small children.
Mr. Logue plays a Secret Service
agent who apprehends eyewitness
Jean Hill and takes ber photos of
the assassination.

Security at the JFK shoot will
be tight Location manager Jeff
Flach reports that Camelot Produc-
tions has hired 30 off-duty police
officers and four supervisors, the
number required by the city for
the lenmh of the shoot at Dealey
Plaza.

Director Stone originally was
denied permission to shoot the as-
sassination re-enactment on the
sixth floor of the former Texas
School Book Depository. But in & 3
2 vote on April 2, the Dallas County
commissioners reversed their de- ®
cision after an official of Mr.
Sione's Camelot Productions as- J
sured them that filming would not
disrupt The Sixth Floor exhibit s
there. "
Dallas film maker Allen Mon- *
dell was one of those who opposed
jetting the production company
take over the sixth floor for JFK.
But Mr. Mondell, who with part
per-wife Cynthia produced the
films at The Sixth Floor museum,
is pleased that Mr. Stone will get to '
use the window. )

“] have faith he will do ftina 1
responsible way,” says Mr. Moo- .
dell, who was inspired by JFK to 7
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Join the Peace Corps shortly before
the assassination. “That window
and its involvement in the assassi- ¢
nation is critical in any serious ex- !
ploration. I do hope the film makes |
an effort not to just explore who |
killed John Kennedy, but some-
how to put that assassination in & f
broader pespective — what the '60s 1
munttousunncletynndu:
tion." I
Other filming locations include '
the Texas Theatre on Je{ferson in
Oak Cliff; St Joseph’s Hospital In
Fort Worth, which will substitute
for Parkland Hospital; and the Dal-
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