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26 September 1976

Dear Harold-

Just a short note to let you know that I have not
abandoned writing my dissertation on the Executive Eessions
of the Warren Commission. &Shortly after our last correspondence,
my Mother became critically ill with heart trouble.

Keedless to say, my Mom took precedence over my PhD, and

most of my energy and thought during the past few months

have centered around her., Fortunately, the story has a happy
endiféz*ia’that last August I took her (with her having less
than,two weeks to live) out to Stanford University Medical
Center, where she had a successful heart operatdon. After
being assured that she was out of the woods and that her
sister could stay with her her until she was stirong enough

to come back east, I returned to Cambridge and started to
pick up things again,

©ince gchool is starting this month, I thought now was
a good time to get my FhD proposal formaltly approved.
My faculty advisor suggested that I form a preliminary proposal
and get it in as fast as possibble to the Graduate Committee
for approval, He did not have time to tell me exactly what
my proposal should contain or how to go about it. So, I am
proceeding on my own to whip something up, and submit it as
soon as possible. I'm sure I'll have to rewrite it a number
of times but I want the Committee to have something in their
hands socon. My advisor's disinterest at the moment is due
(I think) to a faculty feud over something unrelated to me,
But rather than depend on somexhne whose total interest is
not in what I'm doing, I am shopping around for one or
possibly emen a second co-director for my thegis in addition

to my faculty advisor.
I fully expect to have my first preliminary proposal
in by the end of the week and will send you a copy of it
as well. Any suggestions or criticism of it will be very
welcome as I'm still not really sure how I want to handle the

subject.
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I really do hope that the time gap between our

correspondence has not affected your interest in helping me

select a dissertation subject-I'm really quite embaressed that
I didn't get a letter off to you sooner explaining what was

going on on my end of the correspondence,
I am looking forward to hearing from you in the fuiure
and hope that you have licked your phlebitis.

Sincerely
NVaney

Nancy-Stephanie Itone.
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JL, HR= I think this young women is at Harvard. I'd almost ?orgotten. I've been offering
her the material for her doctoral dissertation for a long timee. Her silence weas because
she had to drop out to care for her mother. By and large her lettars impress me favorably.
That there is a familt connection with Chayes does not trouble me.

"iss Nancy-Stephanis sStome Rt. 12, Prederick, #de. 21701
9 Shepard St. 10/9/78
Cambridge,¥ass. 02138

Dear Jancy,

Glad to hasr frow you =nd to liarn thats e your mother'y heslth probhidm
seams to be past,

I had thought you had loet interest in 2 doctoraty on ths “arven Comiission
executive segsions.

Since you wrote last the post of fice k s renumde rad the rouvtes, Please try
to remember that without moving we are now Rta 12/ Your lotter of ths 26th almeet
did not get nere. Took urtil today. Oh, L ses you put that inside another
envslope. My wife opéened ths mail today,

I wish I knew mors about what faculties requirs for doctorate theses. I do
believe that whit '™ offerin. is olose to if not unprecsdenteds. «ith what
I'm done with these exsc .tive sesaion transerints you cun bs sure that no coning
procidential commission will ever hayvs anye This this provides tne Pirst and
only opportunity for scholirly exploration from the inside, in the actual words
it was fmrexsx 8xp-cted would be secret forsver except frovm a favorod few inside
the bursaucracy. You ¢an tell vour faculty people that I have all of them except
two and 10 pages of a third, I'm suing for thess, -t is Cub, 76-10086, Tpn Judgs
has one transeript for in camera inspections We'll be moving for a sumnary Judge=
m:nt on it next week, A1:io for enx e partial onse I kmor oretty wuch what 1s
in the last from other regorts I have obtained.

Tnere are two nrofessional historians vour faculty Graduate Comritioz ooy consult
if they doubt your dissertation could bacome tromenduously important in political
sciences« One is Dp. Goarelg ¥oknight, at Hnog Colinge, hers in Fredariok, The
other is Dr. Dapvid Wrone, “nive #lsconsin, Stevens Point. “rone is also a recognized
bibliographer on the subdecte 1'11 be there the weok of 11/8, spesking and cone
ducting seminars, Hs probably has e bstier knowlsge o.° the subject than sy
acadoriotan. I go into this broause if you have som> flexibility in wour proposal I
can disocuss options with him. He understand what is .anted in diszertations. I do not.

Tow historiams who are about ths best on the subject xiiim after having turned to
the law nrs Jim Lesar, 1281 4 Tep Sy vashe L0, 20024,my lavger in bhe. . cases,
202/484-60234 “nd Hovard Roffman, 1111 5 16 Ave, #isy #158, Gainesville, Fla,
52601 Howard is in his last semester of lsw schools In Mareh ho becomas clark to
a federal anpeals court Judge. *hile all four are overly busy they'll take time
not only for a friend of mins but b. cause of thoir intersss,

I would encrurage you to seek flexibility in your propogal and to understand
enough to nersuade your Committee hov: impértent this can ba. I kove countless
files that een bo relevant and I'm getting more all the time, As two sxamples,
these sessions deal with the FBI, the CIAy how they work and the oroblemes both
present. iiell, aside from those FBI records 1 have smd have rsod : haye ssveral
thousand Itve not been aile to and that muoh more no w bHaing copied for mes I
8lso. have a full fils cabinet of CIA records, partly censlred, and formerly TOP
SECRET Warrmn Commission staff papers, some over a hundred pages long, dealing
with,theme Do you understend the riches I'm of fering acces. to?

obody else has foresd my of these sessions out. You can also havs access to
all the reoords of tihs litigation. *11 the other records rolating to my efforts
to get them and official resistance, The first of theso suits is the first time
anyone =ver defeated the government when it invoked "maticnal security, "

%hil wme of my files are in chaos, pors 0 since the 'chrombophlebitis, I
have pretty much =11 the rew material 1 think you'll 2 ne=d taor o roally dofinitive
disssrtation that 1 am without doubt can mske a suecessful Yooks, (Check vour library
to see if thic has ever bemn dons befora. I've nevsr heard of anything like it,)

Hops wvour mothor continues to improvse wmd that your committes likes YOur proe
posale If your advisor is not keen, try to get hi: to spask to irones

Sincerely,




