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SECLGBATION OF GREGURY STONE

I, Gregory stone, declare as follows:

1. I reside at U349 North Early Street, Alexandria, Virgine
ia, 22302,

2,} For over ten yveurs I L.ve been deeply intercosted in the
fobert ¥, lomnedy a:ssassinotion and the evidentiary questions sure
rounding it. 1 have develojped & certain amount of expertise on
some aspects of the case and have worked closely with or for other
persons who share these interests, incluqaing the late Congressman
and smbassador alloxd K, Lowenstein, Paul schrade, o rriend of
Sonator hennody's and o vicetim in the shooting, and wobert J, Joling,
forwmor Prosident 1 the .morvican Acsdemy of Poreusic seience, 1
nuave written aud poken ovhout the case, testified about it before
the Los .ngeles police Commission, co-autiiored a memorindum on it
requested by the Los Angeles County bLoard of Supervisors, and earried
on re=eixrxehb and correspondeuce with respset to it, I am intere:ted
in the case for bhoth general sud scholarly reasons and expect to do
suhrtantial further work on it in the cowming years,

3. 1 pBoelieve ti..t key questions of foet on the fundamental
issues of {the wraaszinctien are at present unrcsolved, based on the
informati n currently in the publie dowmein, 1 also believe that adew
guate public understanding of stbRrahgdteyent a of this kind in Amwer-
fcan history is a matter of excepticunal importince, ~ul is rendered

even more critical because »f the ongoing grove problems in substan-




tiating tuc current officicl "lone assaxsin' theary of the case. In
wy Judgoment sn uwnwierstonding of the noture and effectivencss of the
response of govermmeutal and societal institutiouns to a Lragedy of
this wagnituge is also of profound lumportance, Such an understoniing
can not only prepare us better to :dexl with such events in the future,
but alse has independent scholarly and publie interest value for in~
sights into the noture of these institutions,

4, sany of the most important facts easting noubt on the offic=
121 thoory of the assossination come from the reports aud obhservotions
of the official investipgators themselves, In the history of contro-
versy sbout this case there hos heen & percistent tendency foridppor—-
tant official claims to be coutradieted by the very fin ings of the
investigative personnel on which they are purpertedly based. In other
instances, the priiary information bas tended to fully or partially
corroborate official conclunions, which serves both to refine ouwr
specific knowledze of the case and to lay to rest plausible but une=
tounded coneerns or irrvessonsible charges, Thus, the primery obsere-
vutions of the investigators inveolved ave of crucicl importance in
understanding the case as a wiole, I intend to write about this age
sassiunntion in the future, and such materials and correoborative infor-
mation eriginating from tho early ilnvestigative cfforts are ensential
source materislsa,

5., In the mid=-1970s, I corresponded with the FBI sbout one Tin-
ding in their official re orts of the crime-scene investigation whieh
decisively contradiets their farnal counclusion that only one un was

rired nt the seene of the erime, XNo adeguate oxplanation wa: forthe
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coming with ves.ect to the ouviecus discrepuncy between evidentiary
reports and officicl cunelusions, ol there wos seemingly little orx
no interest on the part of my official correspondents in the fact
thst their own findings impeached & fundanental juigement concerning
he nature of this crime. 1 have zince spoiten with o forwery FBI special
agzent whose observations at the crime sgene are similerly comsistent
with the FBI crime scmne reuorts and inesnsistent with the current
officinl theory sbout the nuwber of shooters, Other similar informie
tion has also cowe to light, I believe that a lack of concern, if
present, sbout & matier of such gread importasce iy reprehensible on
the part of & re:ponsible low euforceuwrnt agency,
6, In cousulting with my sttorney in connection with the prep-
ration of the Preedom of information Aet reguest Lo be filed on
this case by myselt and Frofessor Fhilip Melanson, I emphasised the
importance of the names of individusl agents as part of the requested
disclosure, This is important for severul reascens, and & prior ree
lease of headqguarters FBI files in the mid-1970s has routinely de-
l1eted sush nmaes, significqntly humpering its uzefulness, Our ine
itial letter to the FBI, dated Lecember 21, 1984, stated in purt:
Mie requrst thot the numes of the FBI speeial Agoents
and othey persomuel iuvolved in the investigation not
be excised absent speeific foets showing thet there is
an actuanl serious tireat that personal jeopardy or eXe-
trome embarya-sment unrelated to the humdiing of the
assassinction investigation would vesult {rom such dige
elosure,., The warren Lomulszcion released thousands

of cocuments ¢ . neerniag the cosgasination of I'resicent




Kennedy, & compurnble netionel tragedy, without de~
leting the nowmes of any ol the investigoting agents,
(ppe 2-3)

N e

7. Hotwhthstunding this recusst, bLie most vecent releose of
BT meterial routinely exelses he onos af a1l law enforcemend per-
vonnel, ¥BI and otherwine, the us=g ot =uch deletiens, ahaont soue
serious or unususl circumstance of donger or sensitivity, strikes

ge as heing not only very ebpimental to the usefulness of the files,
but nlso oas serving no coastructive qublie purpose, Gther possible
purposss foxr such deletion practices might be to avoid specific ag—
countability for inveotigotling agency porformence or to forestall
ccess to substantive infesmation perwane to the evidentiayy ilssues,
If they exist, such purposes are cemeoning te the sgeney involved and
duagerous o the publie,

8, I am aware oi nNumerous paat insbances in which the aames of

specific FBI cgents and other law enforcement officials who worked
on this iuvestizotion have been mutlers of public inowledge, With
the limited research files currently in oy possession, I have iden-
tified the nomes of 26 ageats oY persomnel who worked on the assns~
Lination investigotion, all mede ovailsable in the context of oificial
actions, investiguations, janterviews, 21C., they were engaged in dure
jng their woerk on the case (*1ist nawes), I do not know of any in-
stence in whieh the availability of the name of the agent involved
hos coused serious personal inconvenience or diffleculty to that indie~
vidual., I am zimilerly unawere ol any serious privite burden crented
by the idectific tion of the meny publile and law enforcoment pérrannel
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ey dhwe vrwms of several PRI ooscr o)l axesis cho vocked on the
cane have lowg been cvaileble in o vordety of routine zituctions
chorocteyi tie of the free flow of iadorymotion asbout on importent

patel
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¢ event, JSmong the-seveire dboeifeliowdkngsre the followingt

e} The PBXY liviseon witl the Los .ugoles Folice Depart-
ment, oloug ith o leung list of Lewvp officers ond other officge
ials who worked on the cose, wos gdeshiiged in the book Specinl
Unit denntor, sublisted in o9HG aud writeen by the Chief of
Detectives oi itne Los ngeles Police Departwment,

B.) The nwmes of ten differsnt spoecisl ugents invelved
in ithe inveutiseotion: were ghyapted in conneciion with their ine
vestigative activiticrs in the Book HEL Hust Diel, published in
1570 sgent names were listed in the wookl's index,

c,) One former spceisl agent, now a professor «f police
sclienece, introduc,d himsel? to o former Los Anpoles Assistunt
Bistrict ttorney foellowing o s .aceh by the latter hieh touched
in payt on the cawse, This suggests that identificotion may bwen
e velcowme to wome op many of the iodividunads e acerned,

d.} the ssae of the Special spent reporting in this ine
vestigation has been nvedlable fFor neurly Yen years as o result
of earliier PBY relessnes pursusnt to PFOLA,

e,) In & report on the osssassinction filled in 1977 by a
former speclal Counsel for the Los Angalas District . ttorney's
office, the names of fwo FBI wspeeinl sgenits who worked on the case
were noted, Both bod beon contected divectly by the bSuecial Coune

zel bpecause the subjoct of their findings or observations re-
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madned germome to ongoing conitrover o ies aboutl the evidence,

f,) Material entered as prosecution exhibits in the for-
mal trial record of the case, available in the past at the Los
Anpeles County €lexk's office and now ot the Hotionel Archives
includad many wholly usnedited ¥Bl report-, dopluddhpeikncasbhcease
the namegsgfofhehbe spocial agent(s) reporting and/or other rBI
perzomnel, In the Tiles whdehr I have lmmedictely at hund, I have
locoted the names of 17 sueh zents, ove: lable in tnese public
records since 1969,

10, 19, I note thot {n the waterials on the assossination releused
hy the FBI te dete, Both in the wid-1970s and in the recent relense,
the nanes of specific witueosses, sources, and even suspects from the
sengrsl public bave been =ubstuntiailly avalloble, (certoin sinde of
privoate inform-otion reg wding the named ind vidusls have, of course,
been ~pproprictely deleted in cases,) In no cuse of which I am uware
hias vhe velease of =uch uames by the FBI caused serious personal i
convoniance or difficulty for the party iav lved, The risk of ruoh
inconvenience may ot tiumes he present, hovever amply justitied by the
overwhelning public import nce of thi. iunvest:igoation, I think that
suels minory risks would .11 at least as o, roprictely on pald prow
fessional employeos of an openey sexving tho public ns on accidentul

itnecsses, bystravicors, investigatees 0i PeNYERt ot @eC privho axe
private cili enr.

11, In swamaory, I belisve Lhit the encision of the nunmosgol law

enforconont ey nncl frowm the files publiely avoilable in this n tter
111 be seriscusly prejudicial to my ovn worh wnd the . ork of others,

Bored on wy hknowleige of »uch mwics as have Bsen released i the pasi,




Lrae vl esrroet o $he hest of ay belded, o

Tan coubd bbby one 0L in care ooasisd (RLEREL £ N sl gnor-odons e

sy emotely §uotlided by any Loaditisete publlie ey priwcois iute:o t,
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12, I declore under enoiiy ol porjury that the fovegoing is

L

sentodl on this
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