BEN ot e

Dear Jinm, Your 8/15/75 to Stotler 8/16/75
Thenka, 411 also enjoyed it. She read it first,

Should they write me about this my response will be that with the indications
L have of their concepts and inpartiality I see no reason to waste time I oan beiter
opend on what will not mislead Peoplr and may produce that for which they amd
others will oredit those whose careers are of deception. Sonething liice it 1'11
not explain the multiple errors in the lins you quote, either,

There is a coincidence in thia I'll take time for oxr I'll forget it. With the
nev routing our mail cames earlier, as I noticed on ye from a trip iato town
for some xeroxing (12¢ a page at the cheapest place here now) for a reporter who is
woskending here. 10 a.m. Wow! Been upt to after 1 Pelte

In the course of revising the addiion to PM I thought 1t would be &z good idea
to give the wninformed reader a notion of what is known about these tests and how
long 1t has been kmown. Well, what £ have is merely what a couple of students got
for me without any trouble, from standard library sources. One, as you know, is a
Mlmvmlythatmun.-asmmdmtmmuonburf.“bnlya
concerned young citizen. (She did, by the provide at lsast something along the line
1've been wanting, the statiatieal need. Now I know I'm right and am more convinced
than ever that we'll find this in a teaching tezt.) shen college starte up again I
havs high expectations from another young woman, one reading my work and correspondence
with me persuaded to bocome a lawyer,

The potential of these tests iw fantastic. Spectrography goes back a century!
Photography with it not leas than 40 years.

Mm%mmmsmmmmmmmmmtommm
an thedr own or after I sskad both?

Paul is & physteist. PhD in it yet. And he says Lifton, the enginmer, knows more.
Iifton says his friends include authentic expertal

I think wo need no morv weading on either and tha Intentions of oithor.

‘Thotmthisthatcomnmdmtmsthalmtinfumﬂd, the least
sclentific minded, that statistics are utterly indispensible with both testas.
One nexds no kmovledge. So, both had to know without my askdng and prodding.

The same is truc of Bob Smith, who regarded and wrote about my suit as the
CTIA'a from the firat of the first sult., de neover responded to re on asything and whate
ever he may have given Bud was worthless or Bud didn't understand it, I did ask him
to get this most basie info not later than 1970, Cyril and MeCollom, %00.

Perhaps in the end 1t will be batter this way. If only you and I are invoived
we can be certain that there will be no irresponsibilitye. There remains great potential
1've never discussed with you because, if this effort falls, 1% remains en alternative,
Our problem was the usual one, money., 1 was not unaware, We Just can't get §50 each
for each of the spectrographic plates. None off these scientific geniuses has yet tum-
bled to éhis or if any has he has forgotten it. 1t could cosi $5,000. With luck we'll
not need them, Butneeqngobackfort}manyﬁmuuantto and we both ssw them
and can describe them, (I think the $50 price was only a lie to discourage us.)

We both Sherk youe If Stetler 1s o lifferant kind of 2at you oay have dons
other good,

Besgt,
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Dear Jiu, 3/26/75

Jou probably will net like ¢t moonev of ny addresning Paul, with cosies to
his antologu collcagusse I do haws reasony and not eddy ny disgust at the nature of
his stoneheaded noneresponce $o your lotter.

Ididve=nttoouthhmuhismuofomincimdomamt, to hdseelf sad
to the others,

I 4id weut 4o roglater confempt, dlsguet end agnin the belisf thet the work,
froa coucept ov execution, is not the g Uny pratend but s repracenén the
atiompt 4o justify preconceptions, political in netura, as will as covirercinalian,

Probatly I liad other objectives I's not taxin: tim to g9 iutes I do waul o
g2t back {o writine,

In the past I've tried to broak with Faul #Aving km, to hizsclf, the appearance
ol dodng the breeldng,

In recunt years I'wo bad a littl azperlonce vith poopls sho have wnresognized
engtionnl problems, net inly in this Tield.

S0y I think 4t ie in Faul's iantevest ©o glve hln otill a other sxcuse toms
Togard me as 2 erusty old bastard nobody can plesse. This way he can toll hiusclf
that is uot true, that he wants aothdng sore to do with ne and not that I woat
nothdng wows t9 do with hime

fia has b comn quite Literaliy dishooust, anl the exampls you notsd im o 1ittle
loss slmuificant st what 1 spetied in tiw clapter from “ard Allem,

You will remember the joke I Sold you “aturday, thatisoze of ¢ ¢ readinge
roca paople told I think 4% 4= Floyd that I sent shudsats and culiers to tiw Acchlivas
%o work for me. It was Lind, who also endd I'we spont more tiwme in the Archives
than anyonc olse, ind I'm rarely theve! Now that i8e

Well, what Ppul Mos about dn €had ehoptac s that I et Cary and Tad Verd
there for me. I also pedd for averythlog and put thom up here. 44 was ny uork, for
Be, and Paul, to whon I sent copios, kuown 1%, Ho has o 1ie thiz way to v with
hiueslf, I have ne desire to further share that idud of 1iving. (Vith a bock 1ike
padn 1t was quite podnful to stand at the waching and zale all $licse oapliea, %oo,
And they cost ne connidorably sore then oo sroisl zeroidng, )

- Tids 1o wis way of Justdfylns Yo himself en etidosl breach thai cowld not be
mors deliberate and recognizeda

How that hi= cectorate is utterly wortldens: (he sclocted a speeiplty that no
lomger exiats) le Zae this axbition,

le han dene umeh worik, auch of it, unlike the meloavy, excellente Gut it lacka
m2aning bocauss he has dene not'dng with it. The one way ho could see was doing what
lo Las incm sisce not later than 11/67 1 was dofaze I then gave hin copies of the
appendix to O in 7C, The only reason I didn't zive ks more Lhen s becauss there
was Lo cogying tie, I did take these papers with me for hia bo copy in SiF.until
after that he gave ae nothing. And while his ronearch has Lewa done =itk iwwdsion,
sctupl sigmifiance atteches only to noticins the existence ol tie 1/22 séenotyists
L tape, Socretly and I think wirecosnizedly this 1s what really galis idu,

T

If thet velovry nod other sulis. Gy like flverez, otill uag, I onn cut all of
this on Li: ceeidonsd problorse cven after Wo refusel to do whet b nowld end should
have on the g eetro swite I tidsl M perecial word fs the mal romoan bo vefused o
do thei, although & ws gware shet ide Teedll g7 atons oo vould Mate had some 1aflumee,

Beenivdle, von e he can huo ary anseciatisnh you sant, i <Gl leve o LMIHU
Hids tecenoe oo i a0y Wil oe o MSLDe I aigeted ret to,

E.’.‘.'t;



RUSSELL STETLER & TRACY THOMPSON
424 NORTH STREET, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94609

Hovamber 23, 1275

Busan Bolotin has asked mz te reply to your lsotter of
October 30. I was sorry to learn of your ill health, narticularly
insofar as it Iindits your warl at this time. In any eveut, T fully
undgrstand your inahility te look into the Milteoer meibars about
whieh I te you. It 48 muel toa lads in the production sel'eduls
to sliminate your mnteriale from %the antholosy. I'm sorr:y tha you
are apprehensive ahcut outr ovsrall selsection, buit I trust that you
will exparience some relizf wyhen yon recelve the finis:ed boolk and
! erything ia context.
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“sye a chance Lo rend av
I note that yonur letter elsc raisss the cusetion of compensation.

we could not mpay contributors until our final costs were tnown, bul
3 1
heclss

I exnect that we will be =ending out the ¢ nexrt month.

Tours sincsrely,



_-)/j 7/} T /&

2. 1976 Philadelphia Inquirer

The times
that try

“the souls
of us all

THE ASSASSINATIONS:
Dallas and Beyond
By Peter Dale Scott,
Paul Hoch & Russell Stetler
Random House. $15
Vintage (paper). $5.95
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Reviewed by
Lenora E. Berson

"The Assassinations" is a collec-
tion of critiques of official versions
of the murders of public figures. Its
selections were chosen from works
by the leading contributors to assas-
sination literature, including Mark
Lane, Sylvia Meagher, Josiah
Thompson, and Harold Weisberg,
with bits from Jack Anderson, Gore
Vidal, Tad Szule, E. Howard Hunt
and Lyndon Johnson,

Reading through this potpourrl is

. & strange experience, with more

questions raised than answered, The
questions raised are not always the
ones the compilers of this guide to

 cover-ups and investigations want

the reader 1o ask.

The first section of the book,
about three-fifths of its pages, deals
with the assassination of John F.
Kennedy. This section's four chap-
ters include discussions of the War-
ren Commission Report and its fail-
ings. examination ol new evidence
since the report was published, six
different reconstructions of the
events at Dealy Plaza and a chapter
called “The Commission, The Critics
and The Press.”

While most now believe that the
Warren Commission's version
leaves a good deal to be desired, the
critics' versions of the assassination
are even more confused and contra-
dictory. Most of them would have us
believe that Oswald was innnocent.
They contend that he was framed,
but they never answer by whom, for
what purposes and how. One re-
searcher purports to prove Oswald’s
innocence through a stresssmachine
analysis of a few Oswald sentences
that were taped while he was in the
Dallas jail.

Another critic claims that for the
Warren Commission’s contention
that Oswald alone shot Kennedy to
hold water, the commission had 10
prove that Oswald also shot Officer
Tippit shortly after the president
was murdered. This critic claims
that eyewitness descriptions of Ti
pit's killer are at variance not only
with each other but with Oswald's
appearance that day.

Much is made of a home movie
shot by Abraham Zaprucder who,
coming to see the President’s trium-
phal tour, had inadvertently re-
corded his murder. In the film, Ken-
nedy's head is seen to move sharply
backward after he received a fatal
head wound. One set of critics says
that this head wound could only
come from a bullet fired from in
front of Kennedy. Another group in-
sists that the shot was fired from be-
hind Kennedy and that propulsion
from brain fragmenls moved the
president's head backward. All the
critics claim that Kennedy was shot
by more than one assassin, though
none can name the other culprits or
agree on their location.

The effect of reading this portion
of “I'he Assassinations” is 1o make
the original skeptic more respectful
of the Warren Commission report.
In contrast with_the critics' ver--
sions, the report offers a simple and
coherent explanation.

The second portion of the book
deals with the assassinations of Rob-
ert Kennedy and the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. It also details the
relationships between Walergate
and assassination figures. A spol-
light is turned on the shadowy activ-
ities of the nation's secret police and
intelligence communities and their
ties with the underworld, It deline-
ates some of the criminal plots
halched by an unholy alliance
against Castro and speculates on the
connection between these activities
and the death of the President.

The suspicions aroused by this
portion of the book have less to do
with the commission's reconstruc-
tion of the events at Dallas and more
to do with the motivation that pro-
pelled the assassination. This seg-
ment of the book also creales pro-
found doubt about the ability of a
democeratic society to long endure in
& nation where policy is increas-
ingly influenced by the CIA, FBI and
military intelligence.

Lenora Berson is a Philadelphia
author and freelance journalist.
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