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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'T'ICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
August 17, 1973 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Mr. Harvey L. Gipson, Attorney-At-Law, Exchange Building, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised the Memphis Office of the FBI that he is -representing Mr. Charles 0. Stephens in thelatter's efforts to obtain some or all of the reward money offered by local newspapers, and others, for information leading to the arrest of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. According to Mr. Gipson, a number of different reward offers were made shortly after King's murder, and these ;del more than $100,000. 

Mr. Gipson desires to have copies of all signed statements which Stephens may have furnished to the FBI. Mr. Gipson has been advised to direct his request to the Civil Rights Division of the U. S. Department of JUstice, Washington, D. C. 

It is noted that Stephens was a roomer in the rooming house from which James Earl Ray fired the shot that killed King. Stephens was interviewed by FBI Agents, but no aigned statements were taken. 

Much later, Stephens was interviewed by one or more representatives of the Department of JUstice, and at that time he furnished a signed affidavit, the original of width is not in the possession of the'FBI. 

This docuMent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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