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TO \'_, DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

1--441v.  
FROM; 	"cr--MP-SAPHIS (44-1987) (Ps) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN Chiik s . _ /If 

 
  

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of three", „ 

FD-302s reflecting interviews with CHARLES 1:2><TE-PlIENS at 
Memphis, Tennessee, on 4/5/68, on 4/5/68, and on 4/24/68,' Also' 
enclosed are two copies of a sworn affidavit given by , ;',•.*-a; •=i 
STEPHENS during June, 1968. 

Mr. HARVEY GIPSON, an ktteoney at Memphis, Tennessee.v.. 
has contacted' the Memphis Office and, has'-advised that he is • • 
representing:CHARLES Q. STEPHENS, who is attempting to collect 
approximately $100,000 in reward monies which were offered by , 
local newspapers and by others at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING* , 

•i• was killed. .• 

GIPSON stated be has filed a civil suit in the Shelby 
County Chancery Court at Memphis. He _indicated he has obtained 
copies of statements furnished to the' State Attorney General's 
Office dnd he indicated he is aware that there are several signed 
statements furnished by STEPHENS to the FBI during this 
investigation. Mr. GIPSON stated be hopes the FBI will.titin,Ms4it 
these statements over to him soluntarilyi but indicated he t.Wgp;T.; 
will seek them through court action 4f neccessary, _ 	. • •• 

No admission was made to GIPSON as to whether or not 

1 

STEPHENS had furnished any signed statements to the FBI. A 
review of the Memphis f ilo does not indicate that STEPHENS has • 
ever furnished a signs ktatement to the FBI, and the only 	' 
signed document which an be located is the enclosed affidavit. 
The Bureau will note ir a copy of this affidavit was previously 
furnished to the Bure u 	Memphis airtel dated 6/13/68.. It 

• • 	IrKwrif. 
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ICE 44-1987 . '' 	 . 	• . ,' 4r.k,!.e/ - 
. 	 • '. 	- ..i'MA.,41,,. 

, believed that this affidavit was furnished to a departmental,  'i'.., 
1.7.attorney and it may have been used in connection with the,yrr4,-;. ' 

ex_crailition. of JAMES EARL RAY from England. 	' '.. 	'41- 	tg::. '.-:oftksi ,,  . 
It is suggested that the Bureau discuss with the .r4.-,:, 

Department what action is desired regarding GIPSON's request ..,,.'. 
for information 'appearing in FBI files. It is strongly - ,....w.t...:.. 
recommended that we decline to furnish GIPSON any information, . 
as it is believed that any cooperation on our pert will'-..', .'.,..., .!i 

encourage GIPSON to seek more and more information to 	;.'.. 

substantiate his client's claim. It is also felt that the .4/.,;?4ry. 
informition furnished by STEPILENS was not of suffi:c.?),:rti......- .  
importance to justify any reward.- .....: , . 	- ., 	:. 	, „.,..%.,, ..,..,,, ..,...-JI. 

'' - • ' ' ''",.'''`' ... rti; 

- 	Memphis Office la having no further contact with „,.V;; ::; ;• 
• „ 
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. A•t  1 • • 	 S 	 Date 	4 7 68 	0.#3 

1•,* 	• 
CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 68, 4221/2 South Main ' tco 	..1 

. 

Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, t«In..;-::. 

', 1968, he wan with his wife at the above address. He stated „..„4.•-'1 

	

... 	
.:,„,ipd tre 

4  ' . that at about 300 p.m., on the above date, he began working • .::,...1.. • 

	

8 	on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair. - ,i1;4".i 

He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the....7-6, -.'„ 

table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the .:;- ,..4.(4A:. • 

bathroom which was used by all tenants an his floor. As h410;;:,;;;,„ 

was working on his radio_ he could hear the. man in the next "/:',.,!_':'.:•,.', 

apartment to him, Apartment 513, leave his' room several. times:3704r,;-:, 

and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew  

it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that 	, 

afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 53:.:.-4.•,titiFi. ,1 *, 

Open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 4"..,., 

the bathroom door would open and then-close. . 	. . -; , r., _,—„,, '. 
......- 

. • Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that '- 

the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed 

• to flush the toilet or-  to run any water with the exception of 

the last time het was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed' 

the toilet. Ho stated that this individual seemed to be spending 

an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m...--  

on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 

as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 

this noise, Mr. STEPHENS :tan from the kitchen where he was repairing 
4. ... 

his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is 

only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet.. Upon opening the .door 1i;,,-,  

▪ he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package :of.;, oUt;t1tree 

feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaperiAliellaw ,  

the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he 'Were trying` 

	

 
•:"- 	to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE 

ANSCHUTZ, who lived in, Apartment dB, came out of his apartment ?.' 

. and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look Out 

of his window, STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his 

-• kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 

policemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the 

, vicinity of the hotel. 
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Kr. STEPHENS stated that the man who was in 
Ap41tment.5B had checked in about 3100 or 3:30 p.m. on 

' April 4, 1968. Se stated ho was sure of this because he 'had 
hoard thelandlady shoving him the apartment at that time. He ̀ "'•- 

- stated be glancod out of his door and got a fairly good look at,* .  
.--the man who be described as being a white male; 5' 10-11"1' 
I.  weighing 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion; sandy  

hair; had a long, sharp pointed noso; wearing what appearod -t0 -  
be a dark blue or black suit, white shirt and dark 

• • 
_Mr, STEPHENS:stated that the man who he saw running':- 

out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had_checked 
into Apartment 58. He said he could only see the man who ranW114re„-- 
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, 
coloring and clothes were the same as the individual In •. 
Apartment 58, 

Mr. STEPHENS described the iMividual ,he saw;rumning 
out of the bathroom as follows: 

• 
-1 

• • • 	I ••• • 

I • 	• 	. 
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• Sandy; slightly on dark side 
_-7*Wearing dark suit. . 	 ito 

• -Mr.- STEPREIS added that he had never.met'lAhe man Who 
• 

checked into Apartment MB, talked to bin, or knew his-same, 	RWIrw 

z Ni 
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AAight 
Weight 

. Build 	. 
• - Complexion 

Bair 	• 

, 	• . 

White 
'Male 
5'10-11w 

. 165 
,1 Slender 

Ruddy, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

••• 

Date 
	4/10/68'; ,  

•   

4221 S. Main Street, furnished the following information to 
• Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor, 

Lieutenant J D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police ".* • 	
Department, and 8A. FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 	• 	- 4 

Kr. STEPHENS, who stated be is 46 years of age, and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming house,,  the address of _which is 4221 8...Main Street. This 	• - rooming house actually covers the socolid floor of 2 ,,-7.•;!:,..■e;.,47414;":. 
north building in the southeast corner of the north building._ 

separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the
•  

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, „e he and his rife were in their room,. His wift3, who has recently been in the hospital for an- extended period of • time, was in bed in their combination of livi.ng-bedroom:-..- - . He was in the kitchen, which is east of the latving-bedroom.,....,..„. He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
• 

wall of the kitchen. Immediately north: of hill is a common' "1.- 
" 

bathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west  hallway in the north building. While he was repairing tha...tp' • 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he •is certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point :c;tikenr 'T 	' within'just a tow feet of where be -Wits sitting. He has no 
'way oe.knowing the time but can only estimate it was..scuotim,•
between 5:00 and 6:00 PI. 

, Upon bearingthis Shdt t.  he'valked out of -the itchen'''.  • • through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto 4TO" the hallway and observed'• man running west down than hallway . . db- and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind.. 	• • .would estimate that:this bundle or package was at 3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he say the n and the bundle only momentarily, he gained tbe,itapression • that the bundle was wrapped in something, -possibly n 'newspaper. This man continued running to the and 'of the hallway turning left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways .,:onto:the street,- although be-could not actually .see 4h.a-  fin  W9%. 
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• 
.4. 	• 	It immediately occurred to Hr. STEPHENS that r., ., 	; 

this was the same ,man he had seen earlier in the afternoon;*. vr,  
possibly around mid-afternoon, standing at the door to :Liz If; 
room 5-B which is located immediately vest of Mr. ,;,•:-.,-,.f 
STEPhENS b living-bedroo‘• Thi stated that around mid-1'6..x!rlt  ,;- 
afterztoon he had seen a man with Mrs. AREWER standing in the 
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into,room S-B; 	

-..... 
Be saw the man's loft side.'AlThe man had nothing.  in his'ibands , 
at the time. Be assumed this was no new guest looking  looking'irr''`r s 
at a room. 	 -. —. 	-.• 	,.. - 	--.• 	.- 	7 ' ' 	. 	": '. 	- ' ". 	• .-e 71"..' ''.??Att.., 	.1 ,...4.!... . • • 	- . - 	- 	- 	' ' .' 	- : . ' 	. ' - • •- ' ' 	1 .1e?lifiLl'.;44.,, IT 1  "! • • .- 	. . .- - ... 	. 

Mr. STEPHENS'etated thht-he and Me 'wife remained 1%-.,",• In'their room 	 r the:rest of the afteiCoon. Be pointed out that '.: •.: be, Mr. -  STEPHM13,`'is a -disabled veteran' who has' been treated :,,';',f(1 .  
for tuberculosis ' and 'ho spends most of his time in his rooms ,..'-: 
With hiii wife whObieelso . 111:and who 'at .pkosent is a bed ' •ni,..4i.:, 
patient. 	 • 	.„.... 	',4,,',..7, 

'fr'' .AT  

	

.... 	. 
r.• - . ..,.„ .. , 	•  	,--.... ....„ • -.., -4.0sge . 	- 	- 	e .S• 1,•••■:e. 	it.% 

1 r •` , - 	 Sometime after seeing thisman with 11.rs.'.BRKWERo be'41:. % ., 
. •

heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the elan hohad seen 4 e''''‘,  
• 

.1'JPII 
• r 	had rented the room next door. Be _anted that be recalls ,,:04, r .. 

ff.. 	. on several different OM it,310110 bearing footsteps in this room ,`-:- ,-- 	- . : and also leaving from this room past his (Mr. ,STEPHERS10),. - •:;,, 
't ' ,,.,...,..:‘, -• zoos and into the ,common bathroom at the east ;end ofi;Alle .  .:,-.k,  41,'..re 	-•,- ',- bill ,1i;,$. was • plsoIery sischASware.Ahat;,When:the Itrinvilfreni 
a 	ir4,.„-•::;:, from jr0021.  5-B to .the-bathroosiiii.thatl)erson remained tliniithe :bat • -,tr  

,....., , 

11'. ' • - ,-... -room for a considerable 'period of time .'' ' Be pointed out ;:that 04'`;.. 
11"1 . --.. ,  • • -this:1s particularly upticeable since this Is a common ibathroOs 

-• • 	• 	 .„ 	5- . , . 	• ' 
IV ''' ' ei j Which. must be . used . by .a . number of , diff erent tenants :•  

ico!. :.  • 73-''' --•",,.' also specifically -recalled that only on Ofie":Occasion.did A, ''• t7,--..: .  hit hear the commode being flushed ;and he was therefore'AOrious , ,e... 
• 1.,i;:,....,,..,,_.:.,.,.--,I.;.414-..t.0.1rhy :this poison .was,sponding,aspu.tch ltiaa„e:. .!1.txklaVIFP°11* 'P-'-,..,-, ;  -. - 	:.: ,,,,,:.; t e i•i:,:;": "--;;Nwikt,..e,q./.;;,s0v44:.,-i;,,istEli:N.,,...-t ,.• i t. , -:.••kt • •-P.- -... 1 c-***pi, tee ,.. • 

...„... % ;',t:- .... _,14, -;.*„,00 stated that 6nAhe 'last occasion that -someone 	1$ -''', ,..,•-1,,.'4,,I.,Weliit 'Iron' Atuabitr--4711 to 'the bathrooi prior to the _time her -/ A.7.-.,? V,4i:;‘,...abearii,Able,shot,•.,he 7yroUld est4aato.that •that person rentl .  pd F. . 1.'74  isilite . rate 	:forAtt . pk,t,7-:20,.;AO 3Qpainutes',.-C,Dpring" 7. :41.4,4,e.f 

	

. '',$.! ,, '0.,  • 	,.  ibid..' rieid;:hejidided;;Ab 	'Res?* is from ,:the,atbroos.';,4  44" ;r4' 
.4' loo specificiiiiy,ee4 	;during ,this ._00ate:pe` iod, -Eq, , 17, 
A  ' , ALTA -ANClittfiZ, (phonetic) 	o'„occupies .r.oces .4 -Be  

4ttel.)iest 'of, • -I) 	e be i 	oust :AprAre44/7; ae 
'4i'e_i  --, 	. 	414 .( 20:5vi 0( ,.. ic 	 ---4 	vo 
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bad knocked on Mr. STEPIONS's door and somewhat et'fiangrily.:frf-,...- 
inquired as to who was staying is the igthruom17:74,a  „.. :,  1  .4- 

It was at the end of this latter period of time 
that , Mr. STEPHENS beard the above described shot which ati 	,,1, 
was certain came from-the bathroom. Me stated that .imseclieteli • 
after "the ehot vas fired be heard some people jocated_ACref00 10,... 
the street, east  of the building where he livesscreaming; -P(‘' 
Due to the excitement of the moment,' the fact that'peopls' 
across the atroet in the vicinity of the Lorraine Hotel qpil 	,r- 
were ecreaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the -. 
best, he did not hear any additional noises coming froal,.:the tit- . 
bathroom. He pointed out that he Ir6Uld expect to bear "a' 	0 

"scuffle" coveing from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LIMIER KING, but be Igg, 
cannot recall hearlhg such a "scuffle." He stated that he 

simply has no may of knowing whether the, man came out ,of .,t 
bathroom, wont into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-8 doirAk 
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether:the 
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the:, 
hallway toward the front of the bultlding. Me stated ho'11 id 
heatitotte,a few memento after hearing the shot and bearing t 

• 

V.• 
r r  

•.-,• 	. 
::p.,: -:.:"screaming outside before be went to the door and ,:).00ked.dowm 
•-,3; f.'` the ball to see the man running carrying something in • it 

r",ed.m6,-Lfg-4.4_-4;ii(ie,Toi,i4  ,_Ax,•,71;,*,--v.e-4.;.00,45.47erij.-..”7-,i,,„41,4*.k: 	., 
:,-MAYP44, #yill'..; lir ;478T8PliEWB . ad vis,Led that the ̀;,̀Only people An -rho 1.44''CPA -i.  

:",?..".".7.  north building of ,thiS rooming house at the time of :thin iito ,, -
..,.,:,:.,.._.. incident were (1) Ur.' pTEPIIENS • (2) lir.L. 8TEPHElla wm . -wife, ..s'-'2.54 •  ' • -t- ,:-. 

''*'.',,e  who was in bed and who V SS never in a position to„oba,,vp.1,  
r.. r:A.allYthing. (3) )1r.',WILLIS ANCRIEM (phonetic) ;,:aboVe„ In rota ,..1 - 

:r.;..4 -B„ .  Who came out of his room and was seen by .1,1r.:757EP,HENS 
,!••••,v. , •at the same time Mr.'STEPILENS saw the man running -down,M24,01-A:  
1 	-',•1/4,„7,„!hall,-(4) Mrs..• JESSIE LEDBETTER], 'a 'deaf !and .dumb .adylko,,,pi 

,  -"-{• . ,̀-,'41pides in room 1-8 toward the front , (west) ..of .thic,,northtying'  

1;,.. 
i a • ;1 7:;'";;. or ? 	h.building,-Jsnd (5) the unknown man .Who bad:Vcc. .7:57.,7;1."- , 

or 	elms rrinsing,.divin the hall:as :previous/Y.'  tkted. l'r 
f.,4" 1" 	" 	' 	'.' ' ! , •-.,e A': 
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'leaking it ; appear be "would ;have 
or,"peaks". on either side.1.4: 

.UW,f-n; ?.• with 	thick Jialr.oteikard13'' slitv/ 

• it 	

1:r.the, front center of ; is4tea 
tween thefpealrai air go. -• 	 embed .'straight back. 

,r ; average .haircut. 

' 1111'f, ' 	 1,,Er 
E.p• ./ X. 

4•• 

air 
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' e•,.4:40.17J-r 	 •)A 

wilisioserkrasamm,70a4;•-zaiwfag1404•04114.11"tr-----  
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. - 	 11E. STEPirEris advised that whereas be could bear, 
• footsteps in 5-1) and could hear footsteps between 5-8 and 'the v.., 

, 	' •- 	bathroom, he !:at no, time heard any conversation in 5-11, 
f 	• and he is certain that there was no convernation in 5-B' 

from the time the new tenant checked in until the time ..7,:rt 
he heard the shot. Je stated he never heard any noise or 
footeteps which would indicate to him there was over more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and be definitel7.1 /20A.:t- 
can hear normal conversation coming from that roota.'14r:lar••  
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with lhos.'5‘ 
HUM standing in front of 5-13•• 	

•
he only maw the left Side 'I. .; r)--  

of the new tenant, and when he saw:what he believes to be the ,  
same man running down the hallway cnrrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. Be pointed out he never saw 
him direct).* in front, but based upon his observations he - 
would describe this person as follows: 	 • :,3g4:Ti4-.6%.) 

Navas 
Mice s • 

• • Sex= 	• 
Age: 

, :• Height, 

' 'Build; 
:'Vesture!'"' 	Jain stood erectly 

Attdescribed an -"dark blond.} 

t ^0-11* 
-,."Y•04,14+ 183 pounds • verafge y 

S. f 	gastrs . f .1 4'Veseribed as sandic 'r leo
*  

Ofe? %••••• 	 -11  

"in his 30'..* 

le 

" 	- 	' 	•-• 	 ".' ., 	•.4. 41 .!• 

• is 

crhaving the appearance 
; , .t  : 	 'Sfunwashed sand.',•*`04.4440 

rf. 	 -ss receding on leit-'side 
' 	 vi.(and presumably _on bath jiides)i„, 

y 	't• urther .described Urns. 
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-4* 	Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960; . 	, f,',••:. .and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on .7a,I.,-,':14%4,g•-• q ,,.., . 

	

..-."-: 	April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS,V.  
Apartment 68, 422 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.'Ak* 

.'7. -; STEPHENS said the 1935 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not -°14  

	

0, 	.. familiar to his but he advised the 1966 profile photograph ''174.*MI: , VS., 71,k ' .14 ••• of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and  

	

).":.... 	 1 . , Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like:41,.; 1-'4- 
,:r  •ri..,,. ,•'..e r  .... 

the man he saw in Apartment 59 on April 4-, 1968, talking to,.... 	..,..L. A' '',?•-... Mn. BESSIE BREWER. .. STEPHENS said he only saw the man'sla.  44"Jfir;. ,r;••..: 
-.. ...: 	profile in the boarding house and as a result could onIy% y 7 , .  

the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like * the above mentioned 	an in Boom 59...--,.... ,,:::..--.....-. .,a......4 71%,,d4..„  ......,,,:, 

	

, - ..4.p.?:::..;-,....,0, 	, .6::.
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STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or . .4i:,..1/414; . .. 
any similar bedspread either at the fining house or anywhere:lk.e..7•: 
else. 
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