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W
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SH
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N
 —

 G
race W

ald
en

, a for-

lin
er T

en
n

essee m
en

tal p
atien

t, w
as n

ot 

t
p

italited
 for 10 years to conceal the 

n
atu

re 'of . 1 p
lot to assassin

ate D
r. 

'M
artha L

uther K
ing Jr., the H

ouse A
ssassi. 

=
fa

n
s C

om
m

ittee w
as told T

uesday. 
in

stea
d

, sh
e w

a
s a

 sick
 w

o
m

a
n

 w
ith • 

chronic brain dam
age in desperate need of 

treatm
ent and care, a long list of T

ennes-
see w

itn
esses testified

. 
A

u
th

or M
ark

 L
an

e, M
rs. W

ald
en

's co-
guardian and proponent of the conspiracy 

theory, angrily storm
ed out of the com

m
it-

tee room
 at th

e en
d

 of th
e h

earin
g d

ay 

B
efore he left, L

ane denounced com
m

it• 

tee m
em

b
ers for d

iscior:n
c h

tt clien
t s 

crim
in

al record
, sayin

g th
ey h

ad
 violated

 

fed
eral law

 
"

I cou
ld

 n
ot gau

ge th
e exten

t of th
is 

com
m

ittee's cru
elty u

s its attem
p

t to de-
stroy G

race W
alden," he said. She is a 

decent hum
an being w

ho you have tried to 

destroy in front of all A
m

erica. Y
ou m

ake 

m
e ill." 
L

ane's departure from
 the com

m
ittee 

room
 left M

em
phis law

yer D
uncan R

ags-
dale at the w

itness table to continue the 
attack on th

e com
m

ittee p
rob

e. 
R

agsdale and L
ane are co-guardians of 

M
rs. W

alden and advised her to refuse to 

answ
er a com

m
ittee subpena T

uesday be-
cau

se of h
er "

fragile"
 em

otion
al con

d
i-

tion. 
T

h
e com

m
ittee p

erm
itted

 L
an

e an
d

 

r
e to sit togeth

er at th
e w

itn
ess ta-

adtai R
agsd

ale's req
u

est N
o soon

er h
ad

 

T
A

M
 sat d

ow
n

 th
an

 h
e b

egan
 a scath

in
g  crodim

 of the niem
l:ert 
- • -- 	

' 
loth N

M
 they agreed not to brie( K

ra. 
W

alden frotn M
em

phis to testify after L
ane 

had talked to Shelby C
ounty P

robate Judge 
Joseph E

vans. 
L

ane read a statem
ent from

 E
vans say-

in
g th

e tw
o m

en
 cou

ld
 tell th

e com
m

ittee 
th

at M
rs. W

ald
en

 sh
on

ld
,n

ot ap
p

ear. 
L

an
e also said

 th
e com

m
ittee h

ad
 "

vio; 
laced

"
 E

van
s' req

u
est th

at h
er arrest re-

cord
 n

ot b
e en

tered
 in

to th
e com

m
ittee 

record. 
L

an
e claim

s th
at M

rs. W
ald

en
, w

h
o re 

sides at his hom
e in M

em
phis, saw

 K
ing's 

a
ssa

ssin
 flee fro

m
 th

e ro
o
m

in
g
 h

o
u

se 
acro.s th

e street from
 w

h
ere K

in
g w

as 
k

illed
 at th

e L
orrain

e M
otel on

 A
p

ril 4 
1968 T

h
at p

erson
, h

e said
, is n

ot Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay K
ing's confessed and convicted 

k
iller. L

an
e is rep

resen
tin

g R
ay in

 an
 at-

tem
p

t to gain
 h

im
 a n

ew
 trial. 

T
estim

on
y took

 ap
art, p

iece b
y p

iece, 
contentions by L

ane that M
rs. W

alden w
as 

"silenced" by com
m

itting her to a m
ental 

in
stitu

tion
. 

T
o achieve that governm

ent plot, L
ane 

h
as in

sisted
, sh

e w
as given

 "
m

in
d

 crip
-

pling" drugs at the psychiatric unit of the 
John G

aston H
ospital in M

em
phis in 1968 

and early 1969, and for the next nine years 
at W

estern
 M

en
tal H

ealth
 In

stitu
te (for-

m
erly W

estern State) in B
olivar, T

enn, She 
w

as released
 from

 th
e h

osp
ital this year 

and has been declares; m
entally incom

pe-
ten

t b
y th

e cou
rts. 

W
itnesses T

uesday included W
illiam

 L
 

iSrygley of M
em

phi:-  • form
er M

em
p

h
is 

Ira
i •  patrolm

an w
ho w

ith another officer 
M

rs. W
alden in 1968 to C

ity of M
em

- ced
' itn

e 
• 

phis H
ospital w

h
ere site IR

S
 later trad

ed
 

for psychiatric troubiettir. D
avid

.M
oork

 

J
tb

e
u

em
p anh

ispersriaing
H

osp
itepsycbL

itrist
in

 96$ an
d

 n
o aw t C

t
ch

ier
ty 

psychiatry at the M
em

phis V
eterans H

ospi-
tal; C

. C
leveland D

rennan Jr., the form
er 

t assistant attorney for Shelby C
ounty w

ho 
w

as appointed by the county probate court 

Ito serve is her guardian and counsel der-
ing com

m
itm

ent proceedings; D
r. J6411.81 

D
ru

ff, su
p

erin
ten

d
en

t of W
estern

 S
tate 

t M
ental H

ospital from
 1967 to 1969; D

r. Jack 
C

. N
eale III, w

ho succeeded D
ruff, and D

r. 
M

orris C
ohen, superintendent of the insti-

tution w
hen M

rs. W
alden w

as released last 

A
pril. 
T

u
esd

ay's h
igh

ligh
ts w

ere: 
• S

rygley said
 b

e an
d

 an
oth

er officer 
took M

rs. W
alden to John G

aston for treat-

m
en

t of a leg or an
k

le in
ju

ry on
 Ju

ly 8, 
1968. H

e said they thought they w
ould be 

called to return for her, but they w
ere not_ 

T
h

e tw
o m

en
 w

ere assign
ed

 to gu
ard

 h
er 

form
er husband, C

harles Stephens. 

• M
oore said M

rs. W
alden com

plained at 

,the hospital of "nerves" and w
as exam

ined 

Staff psychistriates having organic 
'syndrom

e and snicillal4eadencias. 
w

as given
 "standard" dosages of dtugs 

'kept in seclusion for her ow
n pronsc-

H
e denied giving an oral order to 

ism
s to "notify M

em
phis P

olice D
epart-

*eat of hom
icide disposition of patient 

#fidhold until dispositions m
ade by police 

tim
ataiaed on hospital report)." H

e &
s-

eed any law
 agency had ordered him

 to 
hold her. H

e said he knew
 of no attem

pt to 
',silence" her. 
- • D

rennon described M
rs. W

alden as in
 

"
d

esp
erate"

 n
eed

 of m
en

tal care w
h

en
 h

e 
served as both her guardian and law

yer in 
p

roceed
in

gs to sen
d

 h
er to th

e m
en

tal in
-

stitution at B
olivar. 

• 
D

ru
ff, su

p
erin

ten
d

en
t of W

estern
 

State in 1968, said M
rs. W

alden w
as diag-

n
osed

 as h
avin

g "
ch

ron
ic"

 an
d

 p
rogres-

sive b
rain

 d
am

age. H
e said

 h
er in

telli. 
gen

ce fu
n

ction
s h

ad
 d

eteriorated
, esp

e-
cially her judgm

ent, insight and m
em

ory, 
p

artly b
ecau

se of alcoh
olism

. O
n

ly on
ce, 

1975, d
id

 sh
e sh

ow
 a d

esire to leave th
e 

hospital, he said. 
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