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.Jﬁ... could also ‘be a part of

. new evidence being readied for the

motion for a first trial of the man

‘ Research assistance for this
HSJ wes provided S‘ Scott Ed-
and.

f awho assassinated |

(4 week before a congres-
sione! hearing inlo Martin Lu-

. ther King's assessination, a care-
“warn shell of a woman, sequest-

ered by the state of Tennessee for

{7 years, has emerged from seclu-
vion i fell fer ey cuiiness story of

wents to
sse Assase
g, Jui so [ar
=0 ane hag akaed Rer,

As recently as two weeks ago
the committee chairman, Rep.

Louts Stokes, D-Ohio, didn't even
Rnow who she is. ¥

The state attorney general of
Tennessee, who was the chief
prosecutor in the case ngainst
James Ear! Rav, says she never
saue a uritten statement O\ :mﬁ
starv and was not questioned by
At staff,

Yet, if merstory 18 true, she s
a witrass who could cast doubt on
the summary conviction of Ray as
the lone assassin.)

who has already served 10 years
for the crime of assassination.
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Grace Walden is a plump, ma-

tronly woman who walks with a

limp. She is unnu.& in face, v&w
and mind.

She lives in seclusion in
Orange County, waiting to tell her
story, a story .._E« starts: ..:5.
got the wrong man.”

Her face is Esn_ with the fur- '

._\k t.b-
&)

rows of worry, poverty and de-
SpAir.

Her nose, her leg and the back
of her head are eicned with deep
sears from the Coke bottle her
ronmmate hroke over her hesd
and sla .m...am over her body — a
v 2 w¥an was one of the

m...w_.mm J':H_n material ﬂ.ﬂ—.ﬂﬂﬂu”ﬂ
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a.an hag appvived G-
4t ife a@s nol Jeen

niened three years of col-
:E_ woried as saleslady and
.«ucw?mau, ‘n Meomphis, drew
blueprints, ran a rooming house,
and had four unsuccessful mar-
ringes, one of them to a man who
was BE&._:&:
WZ! old and was unem-
u_au.& he met a man named

(Turn to Back Page, Col. 3.
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OEOH QFUMZ who claims $o be an eyewitness in the
Martin Luther King assassination, is interviewed in her
secret Orange County hideaway by Independent, Press-
H&mn_.wﬁ reporters. Staff Photo by LEO HETZEL
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m From Page 1 |

Charles Stephens in a beer bar
and became his live-in companion
in a rundown rooming house a
block away from where Martin
Luther King was to be murdered.

That was 11 years ago. But her
memory seems undimmed today,
her recall consistent. :

And she insists she remembers
what she saw that April 4 in Mem- .
phis.

She savs today as she has said
since 1968: “They got the wrong
men.”

She remembers that man, the
one who emerged from the spot
which is pinpointed as the site
where King's assassin lired the
iata: buliet. The spot was a bath-
room naxt door to her room, the
room sne shazed with Charles Ste-
pag=d.

Sue 15 sure that man was ool
James Casl Ray.

After 10 years in the Tennes-
see mental romw:»__ a
confinement apparently ordered
without hearing, certification or
consent, she remembers this fact.

After years of large doses of
drugs and “no visitors” orders,
years when she was told she was
“hallucinating,” she says she
remembers details of this fact
with clarity.

Last week she told her story in -
the Venice & ent of attorney
Mark Lane, longtime investigator
and critic of official assassination
conclusions. Lane has claimed re-

peatedly that both the mur- -

der that of President John F.
Kennedy were conspiracies. .
He is the suthor of "Rush to

Judgment,” an assessment of the -

" Martin ‘Luther King. Both. ares,
“controversial, as is the author.
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.sing assassina

. the wall right next to my room.. -

Grace Walden talks quietly in
a slow Arkansas drawl as she re-
calls the day of assassination.

She is.in the tiny ocean-front
apartment of Lane, her attorney’
and temporary guardian, who res-
cued her from Tennessee and
sheltered her for two months be-
fore she moved in with his friends
in Orange County. Ste says:

“It was .ate in the afternoon
and I was iying on the bed with
the doar open to the hall when I
heard the snot.

“Then, in a minute, | saw him.

“The man came out of the
bathroom rext to my room and [
had & ciear ook at him.

“Ye was short and thin, about
5 feet 4 or 3 feet 3." He haa dark

and darx i his right nand. [t was
about a vard long.

“"He waa wearing 8 wind-
breaker kind of jacket, tan

* colored, and a plaid shirt and dark

ts. He wore a tan cap like a
w-:Em_..E ' -
] saw him-from the side view.

' There was uonEan prominent

about his face that I can remem-
ber, but [ do remember the strong
impression that there was some-

. thing sort of sneaky about the way
._ruaocﬂ_.
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1963. He has a sharp, prominent “Charlie was drunx that aiter-
: noon, He was most always drunk
on beer, He was drunk when he
hit ___.una W:rn_:ua Coke bottle the
wee ore during an argument.
“Charlie had tried to get into
the hathroom next door but it was
locked so he went downstairs to
relieve himself just before the
shot. (Official re
bathroom waa loc

side from 5 to 6 p.an. April .4,

Lane says three witnesses have
placed Ray at a service station
eight blocks from the rooming
house at the time the fatal shot
was fired at 6:01 p.m.

A

] that ni
Several hours after the shot, "

Grace was taken to the police sta-
tion and questioned. So was her

—

much attention to her
two months later when -

Lane says Stephens had a
reputation as an alcoholic, accord-
ing to Attorney General Phil Ca-

the state’s chief prosacution

attorney.
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Lane says Stephens was rev
portedly so drunk that afternoon
that a cab driyer named James
MecCraw who came to pick him up
around 5:55 p.m. said in an affida-
vit that Stephens “couldn's get up
from the ped.” ;

Lane says Stephens initially

told police that night: “] saw him.

It was a nigger.”
Later, according to Lane, he
told them the man he had seen

was cab driver McCraw.

Twn weeks lster he signed a
statement identifving James Earl
Ray from FBI pnotus as the man

hie saw near the stairway and was
salied iz groective fual <Jv.

_ aag. said ‘a Mamoaais
Saturday that Stepoens' statle-
ment was a part of tse siipulas

tions included at Ray's hearing. |

Canale added: “Both Stephens
and Grace Walden were ques-

tioned by Memphis police and the
FBI at the time of the assassina»
tion, and we q

uestioned every i,

_witness they questioned. . ;
“However, Grace Walden's .
written statement to police did -
not indicate that she saw anything
t. [ don't think we ques; . -




