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a
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cio

n
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in

v
ite

d
 to

 te
s
tify

. T
h

e
y
 a

re
 

sched-z:ed to open A
ug. 14. 

T
h
e
y
 c

o
u
ld

 a
ls

o
 b

e
 a

 p
o
rt o

f 
' 

new
 e

vice
n

ce
 b

e
in

g
 re

a
d

ie
d

 fo
r th

e
 

m
o

tio
n

 fo
r a

 fIrs
t tria

l o
f th

e
 m

a
n

 

o
-ze h

a
s 	

nee.  
A

s re
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c
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 p
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n
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o

u
is S

to
ke
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h
ict, d

id
n

't e
ve

n
 

know
 w

ho she is. 

T
h
e
 m

a
te

 a
tto

rn
e
y g

e
n
e
ra

l o
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T
e

n
n

e
s
s
e
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, w

h
o

 w
a

s
 th

e
 c

h
ie
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p
ro

s
e
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u
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 t h

e
 c

a
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g
a
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rn
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 b
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lim
p
. S

h
e
 is sca

rre
d
 in

 fa
ce

, b
o
d
y 

a
n
d
 m

in
d
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S
h
e
 liv

e
s
 in

 s
e
c
lu

s
io

n
 in

 
O

ra
n

g
e

 C
o

u
n

ty, w
a

itin
g

 to
 te

ll h
e

r 
s
to

ry
, a

 s
to

ry
 th

a
t s

ta
rts

: "T
h
e
y
 

g
o
t th

e
 w

ro
n
g
 m

a
n
." 

H
e

r fa
c
e

 is
 lin

e
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 fu
r- 

ro
w

s
 o

f w
o

rry
, p

o
v
e

rty
 a

n
d

 d
e

-
sp

a
ir. 
H

e
r n

o
se

. h
e

r le
g

 a
n

d
 th

e
 b

a
ck 

o
f h

e
r h

e
a

d
 a

re
 e

tcn
e

d
 w

ith
 d

e
e

p
 

s
c
a

rs
 fro

m
 th

e
 C

o
k
e
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o

ttle
 h

e
r 

ro
o
m

m
a
te
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ro

k
e
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v
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r h
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e
a
d
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n

d
 c
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c
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r h
e
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o
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S

'ne !"..n:.:led three years of col-
le

g
e
, w

o
rie

d
 a

s
 s

a
le

s
la

d
y
 a

n
d
 

a
e

o
kke

e
p
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o

n
is

. d
re

w
 

b
lu

e
p

rin
ts, ra

n
 a

 ro
o

m
in

g
 h

o
u

se
, 

a
n

d
 h

o
d

 fo
u

r u
n

s
u

c
c
e

s
s
fu

l m
a

r-
ria

g
e

s, o
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
 to

 a
 m

a
n

 w
h

o
 

w
as m

urdered. 
S

h
e
 g

re
w

 o
ld

 a
n
d
 w

as u
n
e
m

-
p
lo

y
e
d
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h
e
 m

e
t a

 m
a
n
 n

a
m

e
d
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A
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E
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, w

ho claim
s to be an eyew
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M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 assassin

atio
n

, is in
terv

iew
ed

 in
 h

er 
secret O

ran
g

e C
o

u
n

ty
 h

id
eaw

ay
 b
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d
ep

en
d

en
t, P

ress- 
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elegram
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S

. H
e h

as a sh
arp

, p
ro

m
in

en
t 

nose. 	
- 

L
ane says three w

itnesses have 
p
laced

 R
ay

 at 
a service 

station 
eig

h
t b

lo
ck

s fro
m

 th
e ro

o
m

in
g
 

h
o
u
se at th

e tim
e th

e fatal sh
o
t 

w
as fired at 6:01 p.m

. 

• 
•
• 

S
everal hours after 

the shot, 
G

race w
as taken to the police sta-

tion and questioned. S
o w

as her 
room

m
ate.' 

T
hey didn't pay m

uch 'atten-
tio

n
 to

 G
race th

at n
ig

h
t T

h
ey

 
didn't pay m

uch attention to her 
at all until tw

o m
onths later w

hen 
they took her to a m

ental hoepitaL
 

A
s she tells it 

"C
harlie w

as drunk that A
fter-

noon. H
e w

as m
ost alw

ays drunk 
on beer. H

e w
as drunk w

hen he 
h
it m

e w
ith

 th
e C

o
k
e b

o
ttle th

e 
w

eek before during an argum
ent 

"C
harlie had tried to get into 

the bathroom
 next door but it w

as 
locked so he w

ent dow
nstairs to 

reliev
e h

im
self ju

st b
efo

re th
e 

sh
o
t. (O

fficial rep
o
rts say

 th
in

' 
bathroom

 w
as locked from

 the in-
side from

 
5 to

 6
 p

.m
. A

p
ril .4

, 
1968.) 

"H
e told police he seen a m

an-
co

m
e d

o
w

n
stairs after th

e sh
o
t, 

an
d
 I th

in
k
 h

e d
escrib

ed
 a m

an
. 

B
u
t C

h
arlie co

u
ld

n
't h

av
e d

o
n
e 

that because he couldn't see that 
w

elL
 H

e didn't have his glasses,' 
T

hey w
ere on the bed." 

L
an

e say
s S

tep
h
en

s h
ad

 a 
reputation as an elcoholic,.accord- 
ing to A

ttorney G
eneral P

hil C
a-

nale, the state's chief prosecution 
attorney. 

L
arne says S

tephens w
as re• 

portedly so drunk that afternoon 
th

at a cab
 d

riy
er n

am
ed

 Jam
es 

M
cC

raw
 w

ho cam
e to pick him

 up 
around 5:55 p.m

. said in an affida-
v
it th

at S
tephens "couldn't get up 

from
 the bed." 

L
an

e say
s S

tep
h
en

s in
itially

 
told police that night "I saw

 him
. 

It w
as a nigger." 
L

ater, according 
to

 L
an

e. h
e 

to
ld

 th
em

 th
e m

an
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 

w
as cab driver M

cC
raw

. 
T

ern w
eeks later he signed a 

5tatenient :dentL
eying .lam

es E
arl 

R
ay ;rum

 	
pilow

s as the m
an 

he saw
 near the stairw

ay and w
as 

;A
ar: 

S
atu

rd
ay

 th
at 

S
cepriens' state-

m
ent w

as a part of the st;puia• 
tions included at R

ay's hearing. , 
C

asale added: "B
oth S

tephens 
an

d
 G

race W
ald

en
 w

ere q
u

es-
tioned by M

em
phis police and the 

F
B

I at the tim
e of the assaseina ,. 

tio
n

, an
d

 w
e q

u
estio

n
ed

 ev
ery

 
w

itness they questioned. 
"H

o
w

ev
er, G

race W
ald

en
's ,  

w
ritten

 statem
en

t to
 p

o
lice d

id
 

not indicate that she saw
 anything 

that night. I don't think w
e ques-

tioned her to any extent. I have no • 
in

d
ep

en
d
en

t reco
llectio

n
 o

f h
er: 

identifying anyone she saw
 em

erg-' 
ling from

 that bathroom
," he said.. 

T
w

o w
eeks after the assassina-

tion, the F
B

I identified R
ay, and ... 4  

on June 8 S
cotland Y

ard picked 
him

 up outside L
ondon. T

he reed 
o

f th
e sto

ry
 ab

o
u

t R
ay

 is public 
record for the m

ost part. 	
7 A

. 

A
T

T
O

R
N

E
Y

 M
a
rs L

a
n
e
 sa

l, e
 w

a
s a

 v
ritn

e
ss 'o

 	
• tr- 

L
oC

aer 	
isiaas.n

atw
ri 	

can
 

R
ay

. 	
S

taff P
hoto by L

e.0 riE
T

Z
E

L
 

,w
r,

w
erw

rite-res'etersta347'-ftaereet**W
ew

elw
as■--an

7
r—

,""--  ''','"
w

eretereseasseerv
e 

_glan
g assassin

ation
 

- w
itn

ess 
• 

•
 
•
 

th
at m

an
 w

as n
o
t 

.iam
es E

arl 
A

fter 1
0

 y
ears in

 th
e T

en
n

es-
s
e
e
 m

e
n
ta

l h
o
s
p
ita

l, a
 

co
n
fin

em
en

t ap
p
aren

tly
 o

rd
ered

 
w

ith
o
u
t h

earin
g
, certificatio

n
 o

r 
consent, she rem

em
bers this fact 

A
fter y

ears o
f larg

e d
o
ses o

f 
d

ru
g

s an
d

 "n
o

 v
isito

rs" o
rd

ers, 
y

ears w
h

en
 sh

e w
as to

ld
 sh

e w
as 

"h
a
llu

c
in

a
tin

g
," sh

e
 sa

y
s sh

e
 

re
m

e
m

b
e
rs d

e
ta

ils o
f th

is fa
c
t 

w
ith clarity. 

L
ast w

eek she told her story in 
the V

enice apartm
ent of attorney 

M
ark L

ane. longtim
e investigator 

an
d
 critic o

f o
fficial assassin

atio
n
 

conclusions. L
ane has claim

ed re-
p
eated

ly
 th

at b
o
th

 the K
ing m

ur-
der an

d
 th

at o
f P

resid
en

t John F
. 

K
ennedy w

ere conspiracies. 
H

e is th
e au

th
o

r o
f "R

u
sh

 to
 

Judgm
ent," an assessm

ent of the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission report on the 

K
ennedy assassination, and "C

ode  
N

am
e Z

o
rro

," o
n
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f 7,  

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g
. B

o
th

. arip,!, 
'controversial, as is th

e au
th

o
r. 	

k 

F
ro

m
 P

a
g
e
 1

 

C
h
arles S

tep
h
en

s in
 a b

eer b
ar 

and becam
e his live-in com

panion 
in

 a ru
n
d
o
w

n
 ro

o
m

in
g
 h

o
u
se a 

b
lo

ck
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 w

h
ere M

artin
 

L
uther K

ing w
as to be m

urdered. 
T

hat w
as 11 years ago. B

ut her 
m

em
o
ry

 seem
s u

n
d
im

m
ed

 to
d
ay

, 
her recall consistent. 

A
nd she insists she rem

enlbers 
w

hat she saw
 that A

pril 4 in M
em

-
phis. 

S
h
e saes to

d
ay

 as sh
e h

as said
 

since 1666.: "T
h
ey

 g
o
t th

e w
rong 

S
h
e rem

em
b
ers th

at m
an

, th
e 

o
n
e w

h
o
 em

erg
ed

 fro
m

 th
e sp

o
t 

w
h
ich

 is p
in

p
o
in

ted
 as th

e site 
w

here 	
assassin

 fired
 th

e 
:e

ta-, b
u

il -at. T
h
e sp

o
t w

as a b
ath

- 
m

, 
n
ex

t d
o
o
r to

 her room
. the 

C
liaries L

ite- 

G
ra ce W

ald
en

 talk
s q

u
ietly

 in
 

a slo
w

 A
rk

an
sas d

raw
l as sh

e re-
calls the day of assassination. 

S
h
e is.in

  th
e tin

y
 o

cean
-fro

n
t 

ap
artm

en
t o

f L
an

e, h
er atto

rn
ey

 
an

d
 tem

p
o
rary

 g
u
ard

ian
. w

h
o
 res-

c
u
e
d
 h

e
r fro

m
 T

e
n
n
e
sse

e
 a

n
d
 

sh
eltered

 h
er fo

r tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s b
e-

fore she m
oved in w

ith his friends 
in O

range C
ounty. S

he says: 
"It w

as late in
 th

e aftern
o
o
n
 

an
d
 I w

as ly
in

g
 o

n
 th

e b
ed

 w
ith

 
th

e d
o

o
r o

p
en

 to
 th

e h
all w

h
en

 I 
h
eard

 th
e sn

o
t. 

"T
hen, in a m

inute, I 58W
 him

. 
"T

h
e
 m

a
n
 c

a
m

e
 o

u
t of 

the 
b
ath

ro
o
m

 n
ex

t to
 m

y
 ro

o
m

 an
d
 

had a ciear look at him
. 

"H
e w

as sh
o
rt an

d
 th

in
, ab

o
u
t 

5
 feet .i o

r 3
 feet 5

."  H
e cad

 d
ark

 
h
air w

ith
 so

m
e g

ray
 in

 it an
d
 a 

.tars 	
tike 

.1e ...as 	
r,- ;s .:r earw

 60s. 
• 

io
n
ietn

u
n
g
 o

n
g
 

an
d
 :A

ra in
 h

is rig
h
t h

an
d
. It w

as 
about a yard long. 

"
H

e
  w

as w
earin

g
 a w

in
d

-
b
re

a
k

e
r k

in
d

 
o
f ja

c
k
e
t, ta

n
 

colored, and a plaid shirt and dark 
p
an

ts. H
e w

o
re a tan

 cap
 lik

e a 
baseball cap. 	

• 
"I saw

 him
 from

 the side view
. 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 p

ro
m

in
en

t 
about his face that 1 can rem

em
-

ber, but I do rem
em

ber the strong 
im

pression that there w
as som

e-
thing sort of sneaky about the w

ay 
he m

oved. 
"I re

m
e
m

b
e
r a

ll th
is v

e
ry

 
clearly because I w

as so startled 
b
y
 th

e lo
u
d
 sh

o
t. I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 
w

here it cam
e from

 but it w
as so 

loud it sounded like. it cam
e from

 
the w

all right next to m
y room

. • 

• 
•
 
•
 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay

 is 5
 feet 1

0
, 

: m
ed

iu
m

 b
u
ild

. h
as a lig

h
t co

m
-

plexion, dark bah%
 and w

as  39 in 

I I  


