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of Monday's testimony wes the
Poreman and Canale n the plea

The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tuesiiy, November 14, 1978

Percy Foreman

A A

bargaining for Ray's 99-year sentence.
The suggestion by Ray that Foreman
made a “deal” with the court and the pros-
ecution was a theme developed by Lane in
& book. He called the plea supportive of
other evidence “of a pre-arranged plan to
murder King and to cover up the evidence et
al that conspiracy.” . b e
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In his book, Lane wrote that “once Fore-
man entered the case (for Ray), the inexor
rable march toward a deal — the guilty
ples and u 95-yesr sentence — was under-
way."

Lune sat in the House commities room
Monday as committee counsel snnounced
they would probe those allegations.

Canale said he never approached Ray or
his lawyer for & plea bargaining deal. He
said the plea bargaining came only alter
Ray decided he would accept the plea for a
99-year sentence,

Foreman told the committee he had not
told Ray to enter the plea in March, 1969,
but advised him of what might happen if
he did not, \

“ didn't recommend against it," Fore-
man testified, *[ told him I thought he'd be
convicted. | told him | thought he'd be -
executed ... but | did not tell him to enter
this plea. He su that."

Canale testified that the possibility of
one juror voting to acquit Ray figured In
his agreeing to the plea bargaining, since
there was widespread rumor in Memphis
by some whites that they favored acquit-
sal

He alsu said the decision to enter the
bargaining process came after he sought
the opinion of black leaders and white
fenders fu Muemphis sod after be hed
talked with the lawyer for King to see if
there was any “undue objection” to a
gullty plea

Canale also said former Gov. Buford Ell-
ington had thought the plea bargaining a
wise cholce

Canale said he “probably" discussed the
plea bargaining idea with Judge W. Pres-
ton Bartle before it was entered, but that
he discussed the actual bargaining only .
with Poreman. He said he only talked with
Hattle because it was useless to proceed if
it would have been turned down. He sald
Bartle didn't care if the case went to trial
or a guilty plea was entered.

“They (detalls of the plea) were worked
out between Percy Foreman and me,” Can-
ale told the committee.

He said, however, his office was pre-
pared to go to trial at any time, despite the
fact that Ray might be expected to change
his story at trial. '
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