King Assassination Witne

by Greg Roberts

Grace Walden Steghens, a wilness
whao saw the slayer of civil nghts leadar
De. Martin Luther King Jr, Nl2a from the
Memphis rooming house lrom whare he
lired at King, has bsen liead Irom the
various Memphis and Teansss=e staie
man‘al wiids where she has been con-
fined wilhoul due process lor nearly 10
years,

HMark Lane, the veleran JFK and King
assassination tuth digger and currenl
lawyor lor James Earl-Ray and Grace
Walden, lreed Ms. Walden at her urging
from a Memphis “boarding house™ on
Thursday, May 4, arid subseQuently
New Ms. Waldan lo Los Angales, where

she is presanily stayng
Previously, Ms. Waldan a diabelic,

° had baen kept at the Staie Hospital for
. so-cafled psychiatric patients in Bolivar,

Tenn., lor the balance of the past 10
years.

D¢, King was assassinaled as he
stood on the balcony of the Lorraine

. Motel in Mamphrs on April 4, 1958,

Mz, Vialden, then madrigd lo Cr arles
Stephens, had been living at the nearby
boarding house from where (ha shot
was fired and cbserved a man flesing
the bathroom, which had been locked
for hours, immediately aher she heard a
rifig shot,

Aher the assassination, M's. Walden
provided Memphis police and FBI ag-
ents with the datails of a skeich of the
man, which the FB! subsequenlly re-
leased and identiied as Enc Starvo
Galt, who did not look anytning like ac-

_cused King assassin Jamas Earl Ray.

Imesestingly, the man whom Grace

-Walden saw fleeing the locked bat-

hroom does resemb'a one of the male
“tramps” whom Datias polce had ar-
resiad in Daalsy Plaza shortly aher. the

- JFK assassinaton thare on Novamber

22, 1853, and whom neither the Daiias
polfcie nor the FBI have ever igantilied,

As lor Gtace Wa'den, sha began lo
run into problams with the Mamphis
police and ths FBI batasen May and
July, 1568, when she relusad 1o identity
Jamas Earl Ray as the man whom she

saw [lgaing the rcoming house bal-

hroom.

Alier the Robert Kennedy assassina-
tion in Los Angeles on Junae S, 1968,
public opsnion forced U S, intzlligenca lo
come up with Dr. King's killars, so the
FBI and CIA reluciantly produced
James Earl Ray. the King caath patsy. in
London on June B, 1968,

Howevar, when Bruish authaorilies
damanded ewdence liom the FBI that
Aay had really murcared King. tha FBI
ollice in Memptus ured 1o con Ms,
Walden ang her hussand 1o n.salunat:t
w3as Ray whom she had saen,

'They lold ma tnat ! wouid gat 1ha

NAACP’s $100,000 raward if lwould say
it was Ray, but | couidn’l accept their
maney because | didn'l see Ray,” Ms.
Walden has said many limes.

According to Lane, what then trans-
pirad was the FBI's convincing ol Char-
lie Siephans, a reputed Memphis al-
cohalic with a long polica record. 1o state
that he had also seen tha man and thal
the killer was Ray.

Subsaguently, Mr. Stephens applied
for ke NAACP raward.

However, as lor Ms. Walden, on July
31, 1958, two Mampnis agiecives from
the' homicide squad came out lo the
borading house and picked her up.

From Memphis polica hzadquarters,
where Ms. Waldan once again refused
to say it was Ray, she was handculled
and raken to the mentalward of the John
Gasun City Hospital, whare she was
swillly declared “insane.”

Aler spanding tha night al he hospi-
tal, 14s. Waiden was then chained with
the other psychialric patients and carted
olf 10 ihe State Hospilal in Bolivar.

“In recant ysars, as Mark Lane began
concentrating on the King rurder —
* co-authoring a book on tha subject with
=aclivist -cognedian Dick Gregary, Code
Nam2 Zorro —- he and Momiphis private
detaclive Renfro Hayes traced Ms.

* Watden lo the Bolivar snakepit.

Needlass (o say, Lane subsequently
taunched an inlernatonal campaign lo
frea Graca Walden, whers a grea! deal
of pressure was brought lo bear on the
Tannessee establishment and on
Bolivar chie! Dr. Morris Cohen, who re-
portedly fad Ms. Walden frequent doses
ol potant drugs such as lhe dreadad
prolixim, a8 severe anquilizer.

Recently,” Lana’s “lrae Grace
Walden™ campaign came lo a climax
when, on April 2C, ha and researcher
April Ferguson droppad by the Russian
Embassy in Paris, France,

With evaq maor niolhgnrl:a agency
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in the world walching and listening,

Lane reports that he “visitad the Soviet
Embassy ihers, and requestad that |
Aussian psychiatrisls be assigned to
examine Grace Walden in Tennessee.

~Since Dr. Cohen had refused lo
parmil any psychialrists, including Dr.
Benjamin Bursten, the vice-chairman of *
the Psychialry Depanment al lhe Uni-
versity ol Tennessee, 1o examine Ms.
Walden, | also called upon psychialrisis
frorn various othar nations o form an
international brigada to coma to Bolivar
and ¢ xamine her,” Lane says.

Keanwhile, in V/ashinton D.C., As-
sociate FBi Director Janes Adams sub-
seguenlly acknowlecgad lo newly - ap-
painted FI3E Directar Willlam Websler,
Attornay General Griflen Bell and CIA
Director Stansfisld Turner that Ms.
Waldan was really not insane, and Di-
recior Webster, theough Adams, told the
Memphis FBI olice lo pull skrings 10
have Mis. Walden released.

Consequenlly, Tennessee authorities
agreed o have Ms, Walden translerred
fo 2 boarding house in Memphis, where |
& was then only a malter of ime belore ©
Lane was able 1o contact her.

Once contacl was rade and Ms.
Walden explained 1o Mark Lang that she
would e to take a Irip o Los Angeles,
they caught tha next fight to LA, Irom
Memphis withoul further inlerlerence
from the Memphis police or tha FBI.

Subsequanily, cerlain authorities in
Tennassese z2ra today heckling Mark
Lane and threatening him with con-
tampt, largaly a3 a ploy Jor them la cover
their tracks il and when the Justica De-
parimenl gets sround 1o proseculing
tham. ..
Mark Lane, incidantally, replied to tha
Tennesses authoritizs thal he will gladly
meel lnem in cour or anyplace else
whenever they call.

-And wa all moved a day cleser o a

T tims when James Earl Hay recoives a

tzir trial. i
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