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in

 view
 of the ckfinition of "principal" in

 18 U
S

C
I § 2. P

rovision
s as to 

th
e d

istrict of trial w
ere om

itted
 as covered

 b
y 18 U

S
C

S
 §§ 3237 an

d
 

3239. 
C

hanges in phraseology and arrangem
ent w

ere m
ade_ 

A
m

endm
ents: 

1970, A
ct A

u
g. 12, 1970, sot:W

an
ted

 "
P

asta/ S
errioe"

 for "
P

ost O
live 

D
eportm

ent" w
herever appearingg. 

S
W

:in
n

 
1
5
(a

) o
f A

ct A
u

g
. 1

2
, 1

9
7
0
, p

ro
v
id

ed
 th

a
t th

is a
m

en
d

m
en

t 
-sh

all b
ecom

e effective w
ith

in
 1 year after th

e en
actm

en
t of th

is A
ct 

[m
arten

] A
u

g. 12, 19701 on
 th

e d
ate or d

ata estab
lish

ed
 th

erefor b
y th

e 
B

oard
 of G

overn
ors an

d
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 b
y it in

 th
e F

ed
eral R

egister."
. 

C
R

C
S

S
 R

E
F

E
R

E
N

C
E

S
 

U
nited S

tates P
asta! S

ervice d
efin

ed
. 18 U

S
C

S
 § 12. 

V
enue, 18 U

S
C

S
 §§ 3237 an

d
 3239. 

T
h

is section
 is referred

 to in
 18 U

S
C

G
 ¢ 3239 

R
E

S
E

A
R

C
H

 G
U

ID
E

 
A

u
 Ju

r. 
31 A

n
 Ju

r 2d
, E

xtortion
 an

d
 Illack

m
ail § 17. 

62 A
m

 S
u

r Id
. P

ost O
ffice §§ 92, 133, 135. 

A
rutotationit 

E
lem

en
ts of offen

se, an
d

 su
fficien

cy-  o
f proof thereof, in prosecirdoo for 

m
ailin

g th
reaten

in
g com

m
u

n
ication

 tin
d

er 18 U
S

C
S

 § 876. 30 A
L

R
 

F
ed 874. 

V
alid

ity an
d

 con
stru

ction
 of 'terroristic th

reat"
 

S
tatu

tes. 
58 A

L
R

3d 
533. 
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A
N

N
O

TA
TID

 C
O

D
E 

O
r 

M
A

JR
T

L
A

N
D

 
E

flect of an
sen

d
aten

t. —
 T

he 1991 am
end-

m
ent el:tact:re July 1. 1991, reenacted the sec-

tion w
ithO

ut rk
sage_ 

E
d

itor's n
ob

. - S
ection

 2. ch
. 371, A

cts. 
1991, prorides that 'thee is no stance orlIm

y-
W

ien
s fora annalerom

m
or punishable by int- 

5
6
0
. I

n
 c

o
u

n
tie

s
 o

f S
ta

te
. 

A
n

y
 p

erso
n

 co
n

v
icted

 in
 a

n
y
 co

u
n

ty
 o

f th
is S

ta
te o

f th
e o

ffen
se o

f b
ein

g
 a

 
co

m
m

o
n

 th
ief o

r co
m

m
o
n

 p
ick

p
o
ck

et sh
a
ll he fin

ed
 a

n
d

 im
p

riso
n

ed
 in

 th
e 

cou
n

ty ja
il fo

r th
e sa

m
e a

m
o
u

n
t o

r tim
e a

s p
ro

v
id

ed
 in

 3
 5

5
8
, a

n
d

 th
e p

ro
v
i-

M
en

a of said
 section

 sh
all ap

p
ly to th

is section
. excep

t so far as altered
 b

y th
is 

sectio
n

. (A
n

. C
o
d

e, 1
9
5
1
, 1

6
3
2
; 1

9
3
9
, §

 5
8
3
; 1

9
2
4
, §

 4
9
4
: 1

9
1
2
, 5

 4
4
6
; 1

9
0
4
, 

1
 3

9
4
: 

1888, s 	
1864, 

eh
 

38; 
19

9
1
. ch

. 3
7
1
.) 

B
ernal of am

enainam
it. - T

h
e 1991 am

end-
m

ent, offeetireJuly 1,1991, reenacted the sec-
tion

 w
ith

on
t ch

an
ge 

em
E

rtoe's am
tr —

 Section 2. ch. 371, A
da 

199 I , providan that "there is no astute of lire. 

D
E

L
R

L
A

T
S A

N
D

 T
ru

m
a
n

n-is: L
a
r
r
a
ss 

3
 5

6
1
. S

e
n

d
in

g
, d

e
liv

e
r
in

g
, e

tc
, th

r
e
a
te

n
in

g
 le

tte
r
, e

tc
. 

(a) P
roh

ibited. —
 E

xcep
t as p

rovid
ed

 in
 su

b
section

 (b
) of th

is sectio
n

. ev
ery

 
p

erso
n

 w
h

o
 sh

a
ll k

n
o
w

in
g
ly

 sen
d

 o
r d

eliv
er. o

r sh
a
ll m

a
k

s', a
n

d
. fo

r th
e p

u
r-

p
o
se o

f b
ein

g
 d

eliv
ered

 o
r sen

t, sh
a
ll p

a
rt w

ith
 th

e p
o
ssessio

n
 o

f a
n

y letter o
r 

w
ritin

g
 w

ith
 or w

ith
ou

t a n
am

e su
b

serib
ed

 th
ereto, or sign

ed w
ith

 a
 fictitio

u
s 

n
a
m

e, o
r w

ith
 a

n
y
 letter, m

a
rk

 o
r o

th
er d

esig
n

a
tio

n
, th

rea
ten

in
g
 th

erein
 to

 
a
ccu

se a
n

y
 p

erso
n

 o
f a

n
y
 crim

e o
f a

n
 in

d
icta

b
le n

a
tu

re u
n

d
er th

e la
w

s o
f th

is 
S

tab
s, or of an

yth
in

g, w
h

ich
, if tru

e, w
ou

ld
 b

rin
g su

ch
 p

erson
 in

to con
tem

p
t or 

d
isrep

u
te ce to d

o an
y in

ju
ry to th

e p
erson

 or p
rop

erty of an
yon

e, w
ith

 a view
 

o
r in

ten
t to

 extort or g
a
in

 a
n

y
 m

o
n

ey
, g

o
o
d

s err ch
a
ttels o

r o
th

er v
a
lu

a
b

le 
th

in
g
 sh

a
ll b

e g
u

ilty of felon
y, an

d
 b

ein
g con

victed
 th

ereof sh
all b

e p
u

n
ish

ed
 

b
y irn

p
rison

-n
en

i k
 th

e p
eraten

(lary for n
ot les, 	

tw
o nor m

o
re th

a
n

 ten 
years. 

(b) A
p
p
lica

b
ility o

f sectio
n

 to
 h

o
ld

ers g
ivin

g
 n

o
tice o

f d
ish

o
n

o
r. —

 T
h

is 
section

 d
oes n

ot ap
p

ly to an
y h

old
er of an

 in
stru

m
en

t w
h

o gives to
 th

e m
a
k

er 
a b

on
a fid

e reason
ab

le n
otice of d

ish
on

or an
d

 w
arn

in
g of crim

in
al p

rosecu
tion

 
u

n
d

er If 1
4
0
 th

ro
u

g
h

 /4
4
 o

f th
is a

rticle. (A
n

. C
o
d

e, 1
9
5
1
, 5

 6
3
3
; 1

9
3
9
, 5

 5
8
4
; 

1
9
2
4
, §

 4
9
5
; 1

9
1
2
, 1

4
4
7
; 1

9
0
4
, 3

9
5
; 1

8
9
6
, ch

. 3
9
6
, 1

2
5
7
A

; 1
98

6
. ch

. 73
8.)  

In
d

k
arien

t- 	
Isitctroent under this w

ee- 
tion and roe vet out nam

e of the F
enian to 

w
hen the threatening letter w

as sent Scheer 
m

oats in an indictm
ent rehiring to sam

e trans-
action w

ere opbeki room
er y. State_ 112 m

a 
at5, 76 A

_ 118 11910)- 
T

ea-peso srotnoire bead 21C
4 creel and on.  

C
grairs 

A
N

D
 P

tN
tairm

trres 	
A

rt. 2
7
, §

 5
6
2
 

5
6
IA

. T
h

r
e
a
ts a

g
a
in

st S
ta

te
 o

ffic
ia

ls. 
(a) D

efin
ition

s —
 (11 In

 th
is section

 th
e follow

in
g w

ord
s h

ave th
e m

ean
in

gs 
in

d
icated

. 
(2) (i) "

S
tate official -  m

ea
n

s a
 S

ta
te official as d

efin
ed

 in
 A

rticle 4
0
A

, 
1
-2

0
1
 (h

is) o
f the C

ode_ 
(ii) "

S
tate official -

  in
rlu

d
es th

e G
overn

or, G
overn

or-elect, L
ieu

ten
an

t G
ov- 

ern
or, and L

ieu
ten

an
t G

overnor-elect. 
(3) 'T

h
rea

t"
 in

clu
d

es 
ti) A

 verbal 
th

reat; or 
(ii) A

 th
reat in

 any w
ritten form

, w
h

eth
er or n

ot th
e w

ritin
g is sign

ed
, or if 

it is sign
ed

 w
h

eth
er or n

ot th
e w

ritin
g is sign

ed
 w

ith
 a fictitiou

s n
am

e or an
y 

o
th

er m
a
rk

. 
(1.) T

h
reats gen

erally —
 A

 p
erson

 m
ay n

ot k
n

ow
in

gly an
d

 w
illfu

lly m
ak

e a 
th

reat to tak
e th

e life of. k
id

n
ap

, or in
flict b

od
ily h

arm
 u

p
on

 a S
tate official. 

(c) S
en

din
g or cielivr - in

g th
rea

ts. —
 A

 p
erso

n
 m

a
y
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

in
g
ly

 sen
d

., 
o
eu

v
re, p

co
t w

ith
 tr ... y

ec -..- .e-^
-sion

 of, or alon
e roc to

e p
tu

r..e o
f .. , -ocon

g or 
d

eliverin
g a th

reat p
roh

ib
ited

 u
n

d
er subsection (b) o

f th
is sectio

n
. 

(d) P
en

a
lties. - 

A
 person w

h
o
 v

io
la

tes a
n

y
 provision o

f th
is sectio

n
 is 

gu
ilty of a m

isd
em

ean
or an

d
 u

p
on

 con
viction

 is subject In im
pris_ornoerd not 

exceeding 3 years or a fin
e n

ot exceed
in

g $2,500 or b
oth

_ (1989, ch
. 477; 1990, 

ch
-

6
,i 2

.) 

Ilffere of aneendm
irint - T

he 5930 am
end- firm

 date at porecr. sulartinsteyi 
- 11 1.201 

m
eet appeased F

eb. 16. 1990. n
od

 effective O
d

d
 

foe 	
1-201 Ig

g
r in

 (a
t (21 ro. 

fi 
5
6
2
. T

h
r
e
a
te

n
in

g
 v

e
r
b

a
lly

. 

E
very p

erson
 w

h
o sh

all verbally threaten to am
use any person of an

y crim
e 

of en
 in

d
ictab

le n
atu

re cin
d

er th
e law

s of this State, or o
f a

n
y
th

in
g
, w

h
ich

, if 
tru

e, w
ou

ld
 b

rin
g su

ch
 person in

to od
atem

p
t or disrepute, or to d

o
 a

n
y
 in

ju
ry

 
to th

e p
erson

 or p
rop

ert) of an
yon

e, w
ith

 a view
 to extort or gain

 an
y m

on
ey, 

g
o
o
d

s o
r ch

a
ttels o

r a
n

y
 other valuable thing sh

a
ll b

e g
u

ilty
 o

f felo
n

y
, a

n
d

 
b

ein
g
 co

n
v
icted

 th
ereo

f sh
a
ll b

e p
u

n
ish

ed
 b

y
 iro

p
ria

o
n

in
en

t in
 th

e p
en

iten
-

tia
ry

 fo
r n

o
t less than aver nor m

ore th
an

 ten
 :m

ars. (A
n

. C
od

e. 1951, 5 634: 
1
9
3
9
. 3

 5
8
5
; 1

924
. 3

 4
95; 1912, 5 448; 1904, .5 39fx 1896, ch

. 396, § 257B
.) 

T
b

reat L
 em

en
th

s1 elem
en

t - It is d
eer 

that it is not required t h
at oritri- or other 

valuable thing be obtained. T
he espential ele-

m
ent of diet:rim

e the W
rest If 11) the coon 

nor of thrsitt is eerbah 121 the subject of the 
threat is to do any injury to the person or prop 
arty of 

or tm
oe: sad

 {31 th
e cak

in
g of th

e 
threat a w

ith a view
- to m

iret ar
gain anythin

g  
of van

e, the crone has been com
m

itted Ito 
panne w

ords are neenevary to contlitate eanch 
• threat- It m

ay be itinerindo or rappreetion, 
cool the eireureadarnoos 

m
iff *

W
eb

 
it m

 
uttered and the relations hrtw

een the parties 
m

ay be haul Into com
adertion.. lassi e- S

lat. 
5
 M

t A
pp. 415, 247 A

id 755119661. 
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prum
nreent in the Firm

 tentim
y. nohm

tlistand• 
Zng  an

y h
oh

/ing  o
r 4irtarn to the ronnrary in

 
M

an
ley 

II 
S

tate. 320 M
d

. 505, 579 A
.24 ass 

r L990)." 
C

ited io C
o* , S

ecretary of S
tate. 249 M

d
. 

425, 240 A
. 
	272 e.19631. 

W
hine for a m

isdem
eanor poniahabio by ion-

plisonny--nt in the ploutentiam
. noteritbabinit- 

;1 ern ockling 
d

a
tt1

1
1
1
 t4 the contra..7 in 

M
assey r. State, 397 M

d. 505, 279 lt2d 
9
5
6
 

119901." 

usual P
unishm

ent - See T
O

O
terrr e. state, 

112 M
d

 262, 76 A
. 318 (1.9101. 

Stated in G
rernbett C

oop. PaM
iabing A

non 
v. B

inder, M
t U

S. 6, 90 S. C
t, 1537, 26 L

. E
a 

2.1 6 119701 
G

ibed in H
arcaban v. K

elly, 260 M
d. 21.3055  

A
_2d 151 (1973) 

T
hreat to *room

ed need not be m
ade di-

rectly to person but m
ay be m

ade le his .grata 
and am

pleenter, L
enoir e Stair, 197 M

d. 495. 
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 A
id 3 11.95/1. 

"'E
lock

rair syn
orrym

ou
s w

ilts "extor-
tive. - T

he term
-taw

  Irm
o il" is aqu

i...len
t in

 
and ayaor e rm
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S
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 M
d

. A
p

p
. 416, 247 A

24 756 asser. 
G

reenbelt C
oon Publim

bing A
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253 M

d. 314, =
 A
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a
n

 
other grocoada, 398 U

S_ 8. 90 S. C
a- 1237, 26 L

 
E

d- 2d 6 09701 
T

ak
in

g of m
atey or oth

er p
rop
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y 

p
ottin
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m

 to S
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el in
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ry 
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 ender ainpropri- 

i
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