Deyr ir, Stamm, 2/15/74
iHemcuber, please, that you have ngt walked a mile in fiy moccassins.

If thia letter offends you, that i. not my purpose. If it makes you a little ashamed
I will think more of you for it.

You conclude a letter of factual error and yuestions the proper answer to which would
be almost book-length by asking for extensive sccess to and permisiion to use my work -
free - and conclude that "Any help you can give me will be very much apjreciated."

Would you ask me for my car or my home and say you would appreciate it, too? Or
would you ghame at this?

What, pray, is ths distinction?

That a minor indestry of stealing my work has gxsmm growm up does not make it proper,
moral or ethical. «.nd what if you were as genwine as your sanctimony pretends, you would
also recognise, does not make it helpful to what we all supposedly want.

You may not heve intended arogance, but I can imagine no greater arrogance. Or
insensitivity.

You people who long for answers and have none, who long for accomplishment and can
point to none, who have done no original work and can t abide your failures; you who have
limited yourselves to the printed word available to all, som-thing tiing you have proper
and proprietary rights to eve ything on the subjects

I have spent ten agmnizing, poverfyy-ridden years in which I got no significant help
or support of any kind from a singlc one of you developing what you either steal orblandly
ask for, for all the world as though it is your right. Yr what is worse, for all the
world as though you are eapable of doing anything of real worth with it.

o you have "begun a study of the controversy surrounding the autopsy." Big deal.
1t hasn't beon done, huh? And what, pray, will you do with this "study" whem you have
completed it? Circulate it without diserimination or judgement to those who slso lack the
knowledge for the task and include among them those with the most blatant record of
thievery and misuse of the stolen? Help them hurt mor: then they have?

You may have confidence in your intelligemce and ability to put it all together
but what you lack is an understanding of your limitations with regard to fact. As an
exarple I tuke your reference to what you say you have "come accress." Indeed, you found
a xerox of my work lying on your bronx sidewalk? "Come accross" indeed! Why do you fear
telling me which of. the crooks gave it to you? Do you think I know nothing sbout what
happened? What Idon't know is what thcose who got possession improperly did with it AFTER
I made olear that I°wanted no use or futther distribution and why. There is no single
refersmce you make to this that is accurate. I will not take the tine to persuade you
but I do tell you. In any context you are not sccurate, beginning mot only with how you
got it but how I got ite It was NOT in the Archives. Nor was it nmerely "signed" by
Burkley.

Getting this represnted more than five years of hard work for me, including the
filing of a number of lawsuits for suppressed evidence, endeavors in which you and others
like you, who in varying degrees were butter able then I, were silent and without help
of any kind. Not even spiritual support. It is part of a very large and extraordinarily
definitive book, by far the most definitive any of us has done, begun long before Sylvia's
and Lene's were even out, ~t is three books written over the years, the first cOmplcted
before Sylvia's and Hark's were out. erhaps this accounts for some of my problems’ I
was 80 lar ahead and made others secr@tly envious. But can you begin to understand why
I do not want any part of a major work tampered with, or any use, honest or other, out
of context or othur, todilute it? Cam you understand that when those who are responsible
for this theft from me and its subsequent distribution have rvad all or part of this book
1 have to have the most serious doubts about their intentions, recognized by them or below

lam T marnt P mavimad A D




L Ve N0 ANTEentiol 01 AlU)SWerllly any 0L your (uesSTLOUB LOL' [uiVe 4 Ui ledpllly, yuur
"study" or of giving you further explanations in the future. I will try to give you an
understanding of how I feel and why L feel that way. And I assure you that I have answered
these questiona in what I huve writtem and that they are the greasy kidstufi' of the subject.
Je are far past such points except for those of you with longing, those who have lived
comfortably and well instead of going out and doing the work that necded doinge

There is & side to all of this other than my resentment at being abused and exploited.
It has meant that I have had to isolset. myself end my work from those who were unworthy
of trust and proved it, including several for whom I had had the warmest feeling and
highest regard. Because I am not comfort-d by unimportsnt publication in insignificant
journals and know it means nothing except to ego-trippers I do want this work to have
context and mesning and impact that is impossible in publications like The Texas Observer.

I lock at all of tlis other thanm as inmoral and unethicel, which I do in fact
eOnsider it to be as much as if others wers to take my typewriter or my wallet. ¥roperty
and rights to property are not diwisible, undiminished by the chsracter, whether it be
literary or scholarly or any other. So, I do consider that I had & stolen property
right and 1t was stolen first by cne who accepted it in confidence, as a trust in the
event so ething hapuened to me and who then, on at best childish whim gave it to others
who had my wishes before them in writing befors they made further distribution. The latter
category includes Sylbia and Jerry Policoff. Jerry gave it to Sylvia after getting it from
another. In an aside I also tell yoU that Yerry took some of my files and then denied having
them, somcthing we discovered only from his carelessmess when there was later and urgent
in—court need for them.l don t kmow what or if he has anything slsc but I know much is
missing, that he had unlinit®d access and did ¥x lie about this in the past.

There is no way in which my work can be profitable for me. I have done what others
have been unwilling or unable to do. "Others” includes a large number of people whose
peraonal situations range frem cgufortable to great wealth. By "comfortsble" such things
as annual, two-month vacations. "ereat weslth" 4 penn multimillionsires. Not only hes
not one of these people done anything to help me, not one has even thought to repay me
my costs in getting documents for them when they knew I was without income and broke. I
was actually deep in debt. (At it greatest, more than $35,000 from this work.)So, when a
fairly large number knew of the work, when some had read it and raved (Sylvia called the
smallest part , remarkable tour de force of which no one else including herself could
have been capable), and when for any the cost of getting the book printed was en insignificant
cost, I fiud myself wondsring about the great dedication zll profess. Espeeially, of course,
thoee of greatest wealth. iy uveryone is so anxious for that which ou have to be known,
why not have it in contezt, with an enormous amount more and the most painstaking docu=-
mentation? A printing of 5,000 copies of the book of more than 600 pages much more than
a quarter of a million words) would when coupleted have cost about $10,000. 1t would now
be more. But for people of wealth is this a real fuctor?

It is for people of secret jealougybut not for the rich.

But even their time some of these lordly one of self-proclaimed principle and dedi-
cation would not jgive. I am awars of at least scme of my shortcomings. I asked for help
with editing. I identify none who refused, but I can recall five offhand. ind the poorest
had no problem g dng out and buying a new car. Three were millionsires or multimillionaires.

I bpelieve that what bothered them was not the money or the time editing would have
taken, uthey were galled by envy and would die rather than see somcone else = not just me
but anyone doing what they had been unable to - get any kind of public 8redit.

And what makes you think that this is the only ares in which I have, in your unfelicitous
description, "uncovered a nuzget?" Do you reslly think that one stumbles on these things?
Have you mny rewote concept of what each requires, if only in time and effort? There are
other areas of Luportance and I have gone far in them as I have with the redical cvidence.
Some of these prople whose purposes they will tell you are pure and exalted know of some
of this work. They would &teal it but they would not help bring it out.




I take this tiwe not sceldng yéur syrpathy dbut in the rouwote hope it will deter what
I assune hus the possibility of being counter—proauctive. Whether or not you bulieve me
it is a futility, hopelessly dated and based on misconccotions ana inaccuracies which
tell me how little you rexdly lmow of what there is to ve knoun. I also presune that
you do not recoguize thise However, your letter leaves no possibility of doub:. about this.
You don®t understund either Cyril or Lattimer. You dismiss Lattimer's evoluation of this
certificate as of 1itilde or no valuc. But if you make any use of it you will prepare
the Lattiuer's to preparve a oase for public acceptance of it as of little or no valye. I
have it in conuxt, with an enormous amount of new evidence. In conext it shmply can t
be dismissed thawway.

You also do not understand Cyril's limitations. Pad I, my relationship with him
would have becn other than it was, But if you were not turend off by what he said after
he saw tlua stuff you simply can't be turned off. I tell you this in 2ddition, separatelys
he didu't understand what he saw and he lmew nuct less after he saw it than I did without
seeing it.

I write this in haste, with em-tion, and when I really ought not be taldag time
for baby-stul! with all that others are not doing that can be done. liow you will take
it I can enly imagine. But please dongt be using my work and please doult be so self-
important as to ask the idnds of questions yvu ask whean decent answers to them would
require an inerdinate aumpunt of time that could be used for what wight have soue prospect
of serving construetive purpoues.

You might want to try to udderstand some of the causes of this emotion. I almone of
the sp=called eritics have been without income for a decade. I begen broke and with & small
debt. Our circunstabces are such that regardless of the weather, when my wife is not home
the furnace does not run. Today, at noon, it is below freeming. I have moved my typewriter
near the fireplace and I am using only twige mnd branches for heats. he larger pieces are
reserved for my wife's prescnce as long as I have the brush. “Yan you begin to understend
the work required to trim and save this brush end them to cart it into the house for use?
Or the fuequency wit which I have to stop to refuel? There is no night, no matter how
cold, when the furnace is not entirely off. I get up several hours before my wife and
have the house warm enough for her when I swaken her. I work those pre~dewn hours. This
is a way for a man of 60 to live? You toy with this kid stuff of the past but on a day
when I sleep late I am working at 5 s.me 1 do not buy clothing and i am coutent to weur
the castoffs of others, as I do. I do not tell you this secking help and I want kone. In
recent months I have coliccted some of what I had been gypped out of. I have applied it
to my debt iustead of spending it on our need. "his was wy own election. 1 huave never
asked anyone for any help except in editing and then 1 was refused.

Perhaps you may find this kind of living not cause for feeling strong euption when
I am robbed of my work. o of resentment at what you undoubtedly did not recognize as a
self-impirtant, ar*'namant letter. You undoubtedly feel you have decent and pure purposes.
Whet you do jot understand is the lack of knowledge you suffer or the possibility of hurting
rather than helping what you are interested in. We are fer past the appearance of the
report and the politicsl situation in which we now are is generally ignored.

The timing of your letter is partkcularly uufortunate becyuse it coincides with
independent wiffrts to sieal other work for commercial gain. You are not ponsible for
this, but it does rake me a little morc impaticnt with sanctinony, self-inprtance, in-
sensitivity and plain imorance.

1 have made no effort {to sugar-coat Lecause I want you to think all of this and all
the ramifications through. What you do end do not do is your own afiair and there is no
way in which I can eontrol it. What I ean do is warn you. If the past tells me that this
also is u futility, I have taken the time. I will not agein. 4nd I'm sorry that I can N
Justify the time 1t tales to corcet my bad typing. Sincerely,




