Dear r, Stamn, 2/28/74

Vhen a jman writes with arrogance and nelf-righteousness it is difficult if not
imposaible for me at least to respond in a manner %o which he is not lilely to toke
offencee .nd if he has a little knowledge he is more likely to unaware of the know—
ledge he lackse When his correspondent has been electing to ignore existing questions
of judgement that linger from the past, especielly judgements about people end their
motiven and their records, indeed, their integirty and the solidity of their minds,
the problem of not giving offense increases.

So let us begin by aslkdng you to go back several years and ask yourself whether there
may be in my idnd what 1 might find reasonible basiz for questioning your associations,
thosc you have trusted whether or not you now do, and what I may know about such people
that you should lmow. And if this is relieved in any way if you lack that lmowledge,
that basis for judgement.

Or the position you then took,

S0, man who is God because he says he is God and koowns all because it is congenial
for you to wrap himself in this sanctimony, who hadgers me with questions that intrude
upon vhat might be real work because frem the profoundity of his g ignorance he wills
into the pretense of reality his ambition for his retracing of the past, instead of
pelting me with all these chickenshit questions and pious pretentions hidden in them,
why don't you ask yourself a few questions and answering them,

[ would prefer that you ugree that we are in the eguivalent of u battle and not playing
top soldiers and to understand that what you have suid of your phins is to me toy
soldicrse Except that you may pdly the gawe with those of whom I know what you do not
and that based on the imouledge you cither lack or ignore, in the interest of success
must refuge to accept your ignorance as superior to my certain knowledge based on a
long record.

¥ou should also understand that when L have a choice hetween your theorizing, which
is a creation for your oun purposes, whether or not you recognize this, and the realities
which L have lived with for so long and so intimitely, there is no way your theorizing
or obscene lectures can or will influence ue, .

With the enspmity of the work that can be done, why must you restikot the genius to
which you pretend and the wisdom accumulsted in a long lifetime to work that has beén done?

~ With this great talent the representation of which exudes from your every page, why .
cannot you do your bit in another area? Is it that thero are nome that 1 have not plumbed?

When it has to be apparent that with a manuscript of more than a third of a million
words I have to have done a considerable amount of work and from this vwori and the work
with which you are familiar I tell you that what you crave ia but a fraction of what I
have gathered and put together and that it all requires context for real meaning to thoee
who have to be reached and influenced — ;nd that any pivceneal use can be destructive = why
do you blandly igmore this and lecture me from this mount of your unequalled wisdom?

Yhy do you persist in this with all that there is to be done instead of doing some
of the much that I have not addressed?

Wy do you persist in the notion that I am not trying to get this work printed? ind
if therc is any chanoe it can be, why do you persist in burglarizing it for the benefit of
& few of those wio need no informing at the jeopardy of what this entre workc ndght accomplish?

(For your inforuation, without chedidng the files, there are ot least a half-dozen
avenues L am currently exploring plus two universities of vhick I mede meniions “hile I do
n3t deceive mysolf into believing success is just eromnd the next cornery, I do ftry and I
could try more if the slef-righteous would be content to contemplate their own navels
without intruding upon mine. I am to hear from cne of %hese efforts todaye I expect a

negative, but I do try and I don't couwplota 600 page nanusceripts as an ego trip, just
to have something on file.Jo, it is not impossible that the entire work can appear and not
at all impossible that it ean have soms inmpsct if the greedy and self-important will lesve
it alone and stop lddding thenselves about what they are r ally up 10.)

Why do you now ask yourself if it is at all possible that were some of the rather
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at suppressing that which those who do batide rather than ppetend they are warriors
are battling ovor gight now? You are out of it, nan. Why don i you begin by asking your—
self if you have any rdght in a basile, or il your nere preséuncc can interfer with it?
Bencmber thsse eiviluaine clogging: the roads in Vorld War 11 and what the) accomplished
militarily for their enemies?

Helther I nor the corporal's gunrd of those who are doing not just philosophiring
can spare or can Justify the time to tell all we are doing or all we know to those who
sit at the firesiade and tell thuenwselves how important they are or all the good they can
do with their unique wisdom sphared with = few of their eronies vho =lso sa=k in the warnth
when it is bitier and cold where the battle wages® Why do you now look into yourself and
what you rdght be doing instead of all this hogwash ebout your wisdom and your purity
and the miii® nobility with which you assure you will chew the dipested cud?

Why do you assuuc that in my scale of values with my workt I have to hLove any con{idence
in your sditing? What reason have I to assume that you will not undedtalze to change the
doctrine of that which is uncongonial to you or make foolishness of what you may have
written. Do you think I have had no such experiences, and with this work in particular?

dssume as I do that any good mind offers the poscibility of increasing clarity
and offering other benefits, there are other things entircly outside your self-assuned
omniscivnce, First the number of thuse none of whom can have Tactual knowledge inferior
to yours who have reud and nade suggestions, including those whose kuowledge has to be
infinetly superior aad vho have done considerable originul work, not merely what laches
then to the Commission s printed self-justiiigations. They ere quite a few and they run
the pamut frow wedical poople to lavyers. So where the hell do you get oft easting your—
self in this role? .

Then hov dare you evaluste for me how I will spend my time? First 1'd heve to go
over the editing end then I'd have to aceept 10(f° of it blindly. If I diSagreoe, what mam
I then to do? Engnged in lengthy explenations with God who sits on the mount so far from
me and so high above? Amd I to feach him what he does not know, as I heve had to undertake
in the past with others who have similar lofty concepts of themselves and their unique
gendus and their understanding so greater than any other mortal could lave?

So I huve all thic time to invest and what it can lead 0. Then I have to do the
same thiys; vwith the typlng, for it is oy hope and plan to print this as I have the other
bookss I 11 have to go over cvery single word with care. If I find any typos and their
type fact is other than I have, what then? .

The index is completod, Am I to cause my wife to re-index because you hsve this
soaring concept of yourself and what you can do?

Do you have t he remoest notion of what I can do in less time thes you propose wasting
for me? I could, for one example, complete the book Agent Oswald endk have time left over.
I could prepare u couple of more freedon of information lawowits and filex thei.

Vhat reason is ther. for anyone other thun you to heve any dicpositicn to believe you
can add cnything of worth? Or if you can, anything that is worth what I could do with the
time it wvouwld require?

In ghort, how about a little humility and self analysis and o few less self-s.rving
lectures, pretonses and sclf-deceptions.

The question in nmy mind has nothing to do with your intenticns as you sec then,
honesty as you conceive honesty. "t lias to do with what the best you offer can cost me
or the vork in widch we all have some if diffeming interests,Frankly I sce no benefit for
the viork or do or what I am willing to belicve you seek in farting around to indulge you.
Nor do I see any possibility of aiything but indulgence in gour proposals.

Now if I ignore you I am some kind of bastard. “f I spealc to ypu honestly I cn at
lezst a bastard, arrogant, sclf-inportant and en entire eximdyEx catalogue of evil things
not becuuss you ure in any position to evalunte but because if I am not you huve to face
yourself and the hidden you porsist in hiding from you'self with this nobility you pour
Ol mee
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cailed you "abysmally ignorent," I have NOT suggested tlat you are a “"scheming knave"

and 211 the ather demcaning drivvel you have on pupcre + becomes neither a good mind

nor seven decadese. Whother you would tale my leobor from me ought not be in question becanse
you are guwite explicit in ssyiug you will do it by duplicating it when no purpose except
theft is in proszects Except, of courscy that which you simply will not fince, the
orobability of huzting {0: overaldl by sny use of ite

tou foldlow Thisz t a2t would oifend a seclf-respecting barnyard with a gross and
geliberate misrcpresentation about editing. You are steaming vourself up into some

lympian stance but you addrese nothinge The facts are as I state them and it is by no
ficans simply becaune as you jgigroppesent them "your 600-page manuseript is typed|sie!!t]®

"Would you then consider edatorial review of your munuseript?" Come off it man,
Voctors, lawyorz, classiciste, authentic sheolars of several fields end those I regard
a3 having bost best lmowledge of the mfer facts of thu case have alroudy done it. vhero the
hell do you gat off pretonding otherwise? (I could includes historicns, plurgl, o
physicist, those who deal professionelly with the worlZngs of the mind and 4f it vere
worht the timel'm sure more, but your spparent self@goncept is such that all these are
nothlng compered to jyour ond your firm latch on the pasts snd face this, too, mon, in
this field, not in yoars, you are of the very dim past. Ythers have becn doing hard,
costly and difficult work while you have bsen kidding yoursclf, )

Have you any idea how nuch I have resesrched end have realy to write? Yon't sccopt
my pepresentation of thize Put if you are man enough to fuco what the hell you are
into, wh,t you are interfoerdng with, aslk young Howerd Roffman, who is onec of those who
have and have uged froe access tony filea and who imov how much I have ready to write
in fingl form if the self-ivpirtent vill end theirt interforence with it because they
thing so ldghly of thueuselves,

S0 you ars "enlisged ih the struggle to lay bure the truth.” hear, hear® A truly
great none He guys so lduweolfs Sunricr muddder soldior who has yet o see rore or feel
recl pain, Well, il you are, go fight your own batiles end stuy out of thoseboing fausht
where you can only hurt, not help.

I need no represeatations froa you, who have ouly hope and theory and self-service
@8 a neans of Yolling me the present noods 1f this book were printed now I'have about
500 orders weiting for ite Of 11 those who heve written I am alone in seeing to it that
s work is still availsble for those who seek information. I have a very tangible way
of measuring interest and I doubs you dos Again, coms off it msne You arr incredibly
arrogant for a man who I an cerfain wonld want to be tlds least if you could vscape
his own self concept and self iuportuince.

Ready vou say? You arrenge for printing end you see how long it takes you to get a
bound copy! ‘ou knov absolutely nothing ebont tho things about which you invent and
pontificnte,

But do, pray, tell me where that great boon, "an article based on the book which would
appear over your signature (oh pure, unself sould that you arc!Q" Zould aprear andhow much
good it vould do? TIUT is what it takes to "whei inferesi?" Vhere werc you when I was
bleeding to "uhet intsrest" in early 1966 and thereafter? Vlat one appcaronce dié wou
arrange unen 1 was 2l elone an the book was ou. and tlere was intercst to be "whotted?"
If you think some putka article in some minor jouwrnal is guving to uake a success of P
book, welleseyon have spid nuch of yourself, your Judgu,ent and how practical you arce

L tell vou all over apnin first thet 1 en not foing to indulge your childish or
senile cuviosity about the death certificate(s), that I an not going to tell you the
cintextg thoy require or anything else about the long years of labor invested in thew
or what they prove and vhat the packape can do. +f you are guing to be a damed erock and
glorify thievery as you clearly do everything you say, there ginply is nothing I can do
to prevent it, But if you are the men vou wvretand to be end if you intend no more than
cirewlation of y ur great wisdon among a few friends, then at sone noint you arc going to
have to confront your nrromwnca, vour »fusal to covdlider that 1 riight indend know what
I am soying .n¢ vhat your lust can do to what yon ortebd you so lonz fore Msy I nlso
sucrest that if there can be any question in your mind when I make such representations,
on this basle alone you ought bo examining into yourself, You have not into the posgibilities,



What heve you ever done that is worth a shit in thic endeavor tc which you say you
hold desparate aliegiance? What are you really talldng about, in roal terms, whon you
ramble on sbout wh t you can do for the cause? Inform a few of the alrcady informed?

How do vou kuow tuat Burklsy XEQRUEX had what you call a " roie in tie Kemnedy
assassination?" Is tids u swmple of the kind of editing that would improve my already
edited wori?

¥hat I gave dn Hou Urlosns that was ussd thers is in the transcript. 411 the great
coniribution thore sdded was a single nume, Lanmey. Because User is a good lawyor and a
competant cross exauniner, this might glve you what your self-sstée, will not lct you
accept, a menaure of th: amount znd success of the work 1 had by thon dones 1t also telis
you thet whers there is reasonable prospect of letting other have it I do let them have
ite I see ne such prospect with you nor have youn undertksen fo even sugpest 45 exists.

Yas, whot wes put into evidence in the liew Orlesns triel is publice It wes well
reported in the paperse liow, pray, do you propess to advance that without roubing mo and
endangering what 1y couploted work can accomplish?

I'n sorry I can't help you with & transcript and assurc you it ds not worth buying.
But if you have tlat kind of money to invest, I sugsest therc are betler investiments
available, if they are less of an ego Yripe

I will not etsennt letters that are lesa sdnonitory becsuse they are the only kind
you justify. If wou cen~t put yourself and your overweening ambition and your ego into
saue kind of perspective, there is no way of comunicating. You arc right because you say
you are yight and because you want to be right and all else iz unworthy.

T don_t think you are at all weoufortable bosuse of wy conditions cnu if you were
it wonld noither relicve them nor make me feol less tneomdortable. Sophistrice like this
are no credit to you and they have bite in your own pariisan mind only.

Bohadlaessof what we have inmcorwion, as you put it, you have yet to sugiest that
when I have & choice besweson doing some new and ponsibly construoctive work and indulydng
you I should pratify this overblown sonse of inpirfonce you love instoad of deing resl
work, L, ke, for one of countless-oxample, filing another suit egzinct supgression so all
those \rfm Like you sit baek widiavolved cau benefit from it.

I an not &n this for "an ablding iaterest", not for wealthy und fame, nedther of
wheih have been apmrent iu a decadee I am tryiag to sccompiish somcthing tengiblo. To
a degree of which you apoear to have no avareness I have. And all the time the self-
important waste is' that mueh time talken from what might, just mighi, serve some nore
wortiwhile purpose than "intereat" or curlosity or whatover you chose to style your
project and yoursolfs - ] j N ;

I have taken this tine for seversl ressons. 1 do want you tp be aware that regardless
of what you have in mind of tell yourself you have xide that you are loot, th &t it s ell
past you by, sud that i you are genuine yon can hurt not help by what you arc up to. I
also want that you now be one of those who have cause to feel pein if you also do thise
But above all L want us to succeed, wot kuep fooling ourselves with svotldng fictions and
indle intelloctusl notions, the fairies and necdles stufl Lhat, with the extreudsis and
irresponsibles who have gotuess so much avvention, have ruined vint could heve becn done
and wiih il dest oyed all crcdibilivy the only places it countse

Pleuse try to wuierst nd what auy reaosonable man who has had any experience in life
and is 70 ought not have to b: persuaded, that there roslly is much you neither knov nor
have any way of Jmoving wid you do noud some perapecive on yourself, ounc of the reasons
I have bzen bludit. Not, whothr you belicve it or nos, to hurt you. To ksep you Lrom
hurting yourcelf and,what you say ypu would dice to come 40 posise

But Isimply can { keep on taking this kind of wime. 1 cangt keep you from stealing
what I have done and™misuaing it and taldng the edge off a large work or giving it to othors
who just mey not be precisely the kinds of people vou conccdver (aud could I be specific,
but I will not becwuse you are susireld to your own opindion of those with whoo you elect
associatilony mid huve w rocerd of persistont torturs and misuse. There is nothing I can
do to provent wmyr of thio,

And if you sre the kind of man whu, loaioing that L have canpleted o work of over g
third of a million words and lack only the means of printing it, would do naything to
feonnrdizs the work of onc man alone, vou are impervious to any moral or ethical arpument,



