37 Harvard Drive )
Hartsdale, N. Y. 10530

January 14, 1969
Mr. Harold Weisberg

Route 7
Frederick, Md.

Dear Harold:

In response to your January 7 letter, I can save you a tremendous
amount of wasted time and energy on the three tramps. They were
not arrested behind the post office, but in a box car near Lee
Bowers' tower. I know this by correlating Harkness' testimony
Vol. VI page 312, Lee Bower's statement to Mark Lane, "A Citizens
Dissent, page 215," Sheriff Harold Elkins report, Vol. XIX page
540, and all seven photos of the tramps, 2 by George Smith, 2 by
Jack Beers, and 3 by William Allen.

If you will look at all of the photos in sequence (except Jack
Beers' which are not available) and read all of the above refer-
ences, you will soon see exactly what happened. Harkness arrested
them in the box car directly beside the tower and escorted them
through the parking lot, down the Elm Street extension, to Houston
Street and down Houston to the vehicle entrance to the sheriff's
office midway between Elm and Main Streets.

Elkins received them from Harkness and took them to Fritz at the
jail. There we lose track of them.

Now one valuable thing you can do, if you really trust the guy in
Dallas, have him do the following. Get hold of the booking record
for these men, the mug shots and identities. If he claims to

know that they were arrested and then released later, then he is

a very valuable contact. The reason is.that no one, repeat, no one
in"the Dallas police force, or in the two newspapers has ever
admitted that these guys were arrested.

When I gquestioned the three photographers and their bosses, they
either couldn't remember taking the photos, or did remember and
said those guys were not under arrest.

Now, here's another idea. Maybe your friend could get to Elkins
or Harkness and surely one of them would have noted the names of
the three guys. Or how about getting to the cop who was on duty
at the city jail booking desk and took down their names. He was
probably pretty far down in the organization.

I seriously doubt that Elkins actually turned three winos or tramps
over to Fritz himself.

Now, the fact is, Harold, you must know that those men were not
just tramps. I'm 100% certain of the identity of two of them as
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named in my last letter and 70% certain the third is Bradley.
The only major discrepancy is in the ears and a 1963 photo of
Bradley indicates those ear protrusions were not there then.
Even if it's not Bradley, the identity of the other two as right
wing, anti-Castro adventurers and CIA connected guys is going to
be well established.

So they are important. Perhaps as important as any other aspect
of the assassination. . If they are tramps, then let your friend
and the Dallas police come up with their names and let's go and
talk to them, take their pictures, compare them and prove it once
and for all. That ought to be simple. In fact, it's so simple
that I'm sure the Dallas police would want to do it in a hurry
just to stop all of the rumors.

If Jim's friend who compared Bradley with the tramp had all five
available photos, how does he explain the identical scars and the
perfect match of all facial features in one of the Wm. Allen
photos (that's the first of his three on Houston) against the
photo of Bradley at his press conference.

Let me know what you want to do.
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1/18/69
Deer Dick,

As by now you eould snticipate, I em not golngxtcll.05 I have an
sncrmous smount of Tilimg %o do to return to en accessibls plece sll the may
thitngs I hed preperadztn teke with me. Therefore I make brief reaponses only
to your letter of 1/14,

GHS21 Esrness does not in sny way idontify the locetion whers the
tramps were picked up., He says merely in the ysrds. 19HG540 refers only %o
"on the yards”, which sgsinet doeam not sy bshin: the TSED er not behind the

‘post office, You slso eite "Rush to Judgement®, p. 215. *his 4a zot on that

subject, deals only with Osweldns tremafer. ! heve sesrched all references

to Bowers in this bo~k snd none 1a applicabla, The closest thing to relavence
cencot, 1t peems to ke, be "correlsted” withs snyphing, Thet ie pege 43,

shick is not Les Bower's statement to “urk lene” ®ui HMark's parephresing,

wkich then eays merely "that st least 50 law enforcement officers were sagaged
in searching th-‘bparking lot snd reiliresd yards.,."

Yau cite nothing to suprort your statement thet "Hsrimess arrested
themx in the box csr directlyks saids the tower and escorted them ghrough
the perking lot, dewn the Elm Street sxteasion, to Houston Street snd down
Bowpdon to the vehicle entrence to the sheriff's offies...” Cen you, by your
photos, esteblish that one of the policement in these pictures is Horknesas?

Ordinerily seme of your sszumpilions would be vslid. Under mozt other
conditiong, I would sssume pelice or various scrts would tend to Xesp recoxds
of thoss they hsndled, Even (L Harness mads the arrest, undar the cireunstsnces
I cun find more resson for bslieve he smounld expaet thoee to whom he turnad the
nen over to meke the record, I would bs willing to assume that, when Elkine
received them, he assumed the recédrd hed Wen made. I sgree with your
doubt that Sllina made personsl delivery to Fritz, With the commend of mmguege
disployed by thoms who that day records? 1t, I would be inclined to tuite thias
to mean to Fritz's burean, homoecide.

To the degree I can I en fodlowing tnis down, by remote. & have no
ramsmon %o doudt the honeaty of my sources, who are rethsar well pleced snd not
in btasic dissgreement with my oversll visw, Thoze thinge you suggest that are
possible have becn in the whriks alnce Horly Rovember, These are Pusy pecple
who are helping me am they can. I trust both. Neither hes sny rssson to dsceive
M; 1 EPA ) P @ D IGR L WA R YK VD D PSP ueitha!‘ h"’ ‘O 1&” b’at Gt ny lmo'l‘dpl
As with tho enclosed memo, I will let you knew vhat 1 learn,

I muet confes: diseppointment that these whe were in a poaition te
‘%’inast maka the €ford snd who originslly sought to make Vhat an the busis
o?®%o~ sesms most likely not to bs so seem also not to have mede my e fiors
at all te’¥het * now have to take time to do. I am coffident you reslize the
petcntial'{of the public misuse of this picture, TPerhaps, without nz SWarensss;
they d41d meks ot least perfunctory inquiry of the police. Howsver, + mm not
sware of this and have no resscn to delisve this elemental thing was done. Fhen
this is the recaord of s professional, 3 sx sven more disturbed. Dick, I urge
esution on you in this Tegard, When we t»y and plaece anyone spywhers at sny
given time, we must be certain it wezs possible snd thet the comparisen 1e not
with what ecsn ta sstsdlished as someors else, Sorry my hessty lenguege ie so much
like that cf the shafiff's office, + know of nothing further yu ec=n now do om
this sava to wait srd see whet I csz develop. I will let you know.

Sincerely,

Herold Velsberg
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1/18/89
Memo on "tramp" pictures, Buddy Valtheras Harold Weisberg

I neve received information I trust from Dellas thet the prlice
in thees pictures sre EZ. Bess, dsrvin ¥ise and Rsy Vaughsn, from lef$ $o right
in the pleturs that hes Vaughan's back to the cemers,

These men had wine whsn plcked up, showed signe of having besn
drinking ax;d re-ortedly looked ss though they hed -een in the cer for s week.

Buddy Walthers was murdersd sbtout two weeks 2go. I have besn toid
thie hepprened when he went to 3 motel, fo the r-om in which there were a neked
man end & nsksd women in bed, thet in the rsther virgorous fight that ensumd
this man got & gun end ¥i11led ¥elthers snd, with snothai officsr, was himsell
injured, Both are expected to survive. This maix was an escapee from Atlanta,
whare he had been serving e life term, end is 8 reported narcotics addict.
There secms to heve been little public sttention %o this.

‘I expect furtherxx information on these men and the condi.‘tioua
and locetion of thelr ﬁrrest or whatever reslly happemed to them,

One 'of my sources, who is in a position to gﬁt {nformation frem
asome of those involved, reports they have a clesr recollection en what is
ineonsistent with what Dick Spregue hes reconstmcted from the evidence.

The new informetion above does not contein @ 'pinpointing of what is ¢louded.



