Copies BF, MF, Bl GS,RB,HR 5/31/70
Dear Dick, '

SR Glsd you sre ssnding me your article. Until I read &t there is not
much I can say. Howewer, I do not taink you undersscod my lettex, for you do
8ot answer the questions I aasked,

¥hat has fred Cook done to "have something golng o rhaps"? It is nwws
to me and will be quite @ surprise if it is both signififent and accurste. I sm
familiar with his past on tils subject end it is, to me, tragie wusn I opnsider
she fimpertence of his work in other aress. »

Your are correct on Skolniek. I am more then unhapry. If I essume be
1s without svil mcotdve, whick I am wiliing to do but for whieh % have no besis im
fact, I oannot forget thet so meny, with the best intentions, thinking they ere
pointed at heaven, peve 30 msny different rosds to the seme hell. Shis is m
snormously complicated mubjeet, snd there sre remarkeble few wio have a reslly
. firm founding in it. There ere meny who, with greateet sincerity, are convinced
%hey have. I have yet to find ome of theme brethren willing to consider he might
not. For quite soms time now $ils end thase, not the govermment, hevs been onr
.. major proklem, pnd 1% hae been the undiluted overpouring of toiless thet bes
deatroyed our oredibility more then the major efiorts sgeinst us, for they have
velidated theas efforts which, withoui such unintended essistance, vere w thous
dovietion et an earlier dsy, all unsuecessful. Exsmple: the 3chiller record, the
firet thing of its sort, end the Roberts books, were both bombs. Irresponsibility
by these incapeble of or unwiliing to face sdkf-analysis or to subejest their work,
in sdvence of any publication, to sny oritics) review by thcse inowing enough to
provide 1t, has been, contisues to ke and, I regret, will continue to be the
mejor survivel problem fa¢sd by serious and dependabls workerm.

*Poripherslly” is 2 broed word. When you sey, "I figure we have many more .
then aix people peripherelly involved ns # minimum. Possibilities include Deenm, Ho'uf*;
Eioke, Ssntenns, Lewis, Nagell snd others”. I note you did not identfy the "ebout

~ §ix confesalons of which I asked ani 1 »dd this listing terrifies me. Tou ask what
- % know about "Emilio Santenns or Santerre and his confession to Garrison? Iayysr
Copland (pleass identify to me) &laims to have seen it and says Sakarra shod
from the seend floor Dal Tex window". - :

B knéi nothing 'of any sueh slleged confeasion and were it &n my hends
I's not believe {4 withoud the most adundant confirmation. I know of mothing st $his
moment Justifying giving it » serious thought.

Nagell 1. paranascid as they come. I know of no solid substentiation of
his word, Besa I turned up., Turney interviewed hRim But added nothing to the insde-
quate {nformastion that abd been oblained for wme by the very good smateurs I asked
o speek to him. I added morw when I got Hinm to came to Newcomb's for me to inter-
view him 10/68, tut Fred got none of whet Desa then promised to giw me, some of
whieh Be tuen showed me. Or, Fred got it end withheld 1%, which I do not v liewe,
I knov nothing of Desn to warrant your figuring on him es sn undefinie poesibilisy
of something and I do not believc he is the men in CE237. Have you fed questiors
sbout this into & cogputer? . ‘

1 kxnow nothing sbout gomputers, but I knowsiley cennot sut out other
then what they received, therefore, I am quite interested in tbe input.

Tou sey you sre going to refer eny cuestioners to Bud, so I dake it thet
as of B/19 there hove been none. He 1s now Busler tian usuel and if you have net
ssked him sbout this, urge you to. He may not heve time or prefer nbtt to. Beat, HY



193 Pinewood Road
Hartsdale, N. Y. 10530

May 19, 1970

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 7
Frederick, Md.

Dear Harold:

Many thanks for the letter and compliment on my article. Yes, it
has created a lot of publicity. I hope we can turn this to the
advantage of all of us somehow. As you know, I shunned publi-

- cation and publicity for several years. If this is one way to
stir up public and congressional interest again I thought I
should do it. The magazine should have arrived by the time

you receive this.

With the help of dear old LBJ and CBS and Bud and Fred Cook; we
now have something going perhaps.

- Have you seen Al Chapman's article in National Enquirer this week?
Also Skolnick. I'm sure you're unhappy about him.

The confessors in the article are the same o0ld ones you have
discovered long ago. I was attempting to draw a comment from
some of my more establishment friends, who, like Warren, always
say "but you have no new evidence," or "If there were so many
people involved, why haven't some of them talked by now?"

.If pressed I will refer questions to NCTIA headquarters. I figure
we have many more than six people peripherally involved as a
minimum. Possibilities include Dean, Novel, Hicks, Santanna,
Lewis, Nagell and others.

What do you know about Emilio Santanna or Santarra and his con-

. fession to Garrison? Lawyer Copland claims to have seen it and

says Santarra shot from the second floor Dal Tex window.
Regards,

Vet

Richard E. Sprague



