5/3/70
‘Paul and Gary,

The enclosed letter to Bud is for thse two of you only, for no
furtber distribution, no further domment. I like Bud, snd tie leat thing I
want to do is burt or embarrags him. But this i1s s stupidity teyond compsrison,
even edequate description. It is &t best an 1uposzibility, s childish futility,
and it seeds enother Hervest of Cerrison thorns., I shudder to think of the
posaibilities 1 have not mentioned, e resl computer expert teking the time to
think it out snd then making comment in public. God lmows, the government has
enough of them, if they do not exist in private corpwrations which woulsd not
be Lurt by defending the governms-%, in tthis case sssailing us. I think you
will recognize I have been modes® in pointing out the built-in disgualifications,
as Paul will see better than either of us. Some time ago, by tne vay, Bud asked
me if .eul would mind working on outting computers to work and I suggested e
sgk, I teke it ns did not. Bud did not indlcste snytbing like tils es what ne
bhed in mind, .

1 nrpe 4 hid some of my bitterneszs. Fpis sum, on wuich * have no
claim, would print 5,000 coples each of both COUFe, boih s, md getiing tist
kind of informetion srourd might do snme good. Especktlly -ould 1t put pressure

“on those whose aid we could use. Vhet reslly hurte is thet, while he hes been
kind snd helpful in minor weys, like picking up the teb for psrking my car

when we got to the same psriing lotnt-gether, there ere things where Bud should
hsve spent money end 4ide't, with the result I wee stuck. ¥hen he agreed to be
Kay's counsel £f I could errsnge it, when I hed completed COUP, I theresfier,

in arrenging 1%, bad to pey for Jerry'e cslls to e, For me 1t was s considerable
sume, $50.00 or more, Vhen I mentiosd this to Bud be poor-mouthed me. The
originel deal wes that I would be the investigsior on the case emnd thnus entitéled
to what ecceas to Rey might thereby be possible znd that I would elways be with Lim
if snd waoen ne went to see Hay, The firast time he srranged it without telling me
end wuen I raised the guestion of our sgreement he ssid there were no funds
svelleble and toat besides, there wes no chonce I could get in. Lhis is akin to
my spending sometling like $1,000, perheps & bit more, f-r Garriosn, who elso Bsd
no funds for repaymsnt, but had no trouble finding sbout §7,000 for Jafie to go
to “upppe for rhat eny aelf—reepecting toilet would neve rejected in aavance.

Enemies sre wasted uoon us. We have friends instead.

If this story attracte sny ettanticn in your sress, 1'3 appreclate
coples,

And the timing-right on top ~f Skelnick!?

Can we survive out friends? /




8/3/70
Dear Bud,

This morning'as Fashington Post story on Sprague's gimick and your
association, especislly financial, fill me with dismay.

There is = phrese of the compubée trade I have heard as "Gigo”,
short for "garbege in, garbasge out", a less polite formiletion of the concept
that the pomputer can put out only weht can coms from what is put in.

- Syrague, aside from temperementel discqualificattons (wbich has
nothing to do with whether of not he is & very nice and deervly corncerned puy,
whieh he is), is so completely lacking in both knoWledge and juigement as to
be unable to feed the computers. What, then, can emerge except enother gimick
and, 1 specifically predics% without qualificetion, to meke a record upon which
I shell certainly sSE3dnd, snother destruction of our credibility?

Let us take the Frenchy plctures. Now you tell me what he ie going
to feed sbout them. The offals about where snd when the men were "arrested",
-when he has notbing but wishful thinking snd an ignored but existing photo-
-graphic disqualificetion of the entire alreesdy~-dissster he has wrought with i3
through Gerrisen? Whexn he would pey no sttention to reason and provided contri-
vances responding to nothing atout this, I dropped it. Put there 1s nothing he
has said about thls that is even tensble and much that is contrary to what he
cites. "hat he cites is et best gnat-straining, Or, which &ff his differsnpm
versions of these pictures will go into the wsechines? Or his different identi-~
ficatlons of tLe same men, all specific, all unequivocel, a1l srdently pressed
in their day es unquestionable ang estatlizhed beyon& doubt, and all but the
finsel version, wistever tnat mey by now te, abandoned sadregarded as though
they never existed?

If the mechines are to prove the puffs of smoke prove firing fens this,
neturelly, 1ncludea to toe elkhinetion nf 8ll possibilities other tha this),
where dees he get tae knowledge, especislly tne ballisties knowledge, or wuat
weapona under wiet conditions and witk wbst smuunition can s/ produce such puffs
of smoke and b) what elternetive explenations there may be? , :

¥het 1w the hell would 50 men st the scene be doing? and did yru
ever hasr of so meny men all preserving their silence so eceompletely, remaining
undetected-any one of them-so long? What kind of insenity conceives of the
neeed for anything like this army at the scene? Before this story pppeered, I
was questioned by rsdio press about this and was sble to aveid this aspect on
the sir by restricting myself to fulsome praise for the fine job Pick hes done of
finding the plctures and the importence of this thing elone.

Whet mekes it so much worse is tnat, unless you heve ell suddenly
acquired besic knowledge you did not have or bave added quelified experts with
the requsitie knowledge, none of whom are known to me toc exist, sll ofuyou
combined, sssuming the improbable, that you ce¥y all sgree on the fact to be fed
the mecalhes, do not hsve tue tasic knowledge to feed it. To cite but & single
eres, on the results of this shooting by how many of the £fifty you end/or the
machipes were firing sni from where snd with what., To teke but a single aspect
of this, with whet kinds of weapons (the effects of =211 differfing so greatly)
and with whet kinde, sizes end velocities of bullets, where the veristions #n
results are even greater,



) In tae interest &f your personesl dnfegrity snd reputation, which

I weuld like to preserve for you as a friend, as well ss in the incressingly-
diffacult survi#sl problem we face from endless gimiery snd constsnt feilures =
to evei( explore contrary beliefs, th~ moast painful example of which we have
in Garriosn, I make you an offer snd a prom¥e. I will take time from what could
be put to constructive work %o devil's advocate tne input end, when this is
not done, I will utterly and completely destroy the finsl product, too late
to save us this added end pesdless snd so wwasteful dissster without bemefit
of computer, with what <the computer hes not yet beenable to e}iminete,

I get even sicker when I think of thhm useful purposes to waich this
sum could be put and toe minor expenses for the repsyment of which no funds
were available, like pbons eslls.

I would be delighted at eny possibility of aeny solution of the crime.
But will you pleasse tell me or quote to me what Stregue told you be knows of
the erimes itself? Of course, he knows Xhe President was killed and Connaly
wes wounded. But I defy you, individudlly or collsctively, to give me en unequi-
vocal explanathon of what ¥illed Fennedy, to the exclusions of 21l other vpossi~
bilities, whet wounds he hed, to the exclusion of all other possibilities, what
wounds Connely had, to th- exclusion of all other possibilities, what inflicted
them, to the exclusion of all other poesibilities (now and from -kat dirsctions
end angles), e description of ull themwounds to tae exclusion of sll other pos-
gibilitles, end het shots of what kind from what weapons striking where were
fired? If you cennct do this, pray vell me wust you will feed into tae machihes?

And tuis, + bépe you can see, i3 but one espect.

If you read Sprague's "Did These Menn Agsassinate Tresident Fennedy",
you either did ndt check it out or did it on tioe besis of entirely inadequate
Imolwedge, for i1t is sntirely unteneble/ Is this tiue way tn feed s commuted
and get 2 mesningful output? And this 1s the best thing Dick has done. How
dependable the most elemental aspecta of his work and raw materials are you
probably forgot, but I remind you of our wasted trip to the Library of Congress,
where he hed studied what I turned over to him, thet NBC fontsge, He could not
even —ake en accurste citetion to it. Fecd this into the computers, snmd permiy
your/our reputations to be messured by it?

If you doubt the forsgoing is but & small pert of wiat you now face,
Just esk for more. *t 1s, without doubt, abundant. This is but some of what
comes to mind the very moment I read the Post story. 1 geve dronred winet 1 was
delng to get this written so I can give it to Paul to hend you tomorrow, for
I would protect you, slas, also from yourself. If I em asked snything further
about this, I will continue to fend off anything thet cen be interpreted as
eriticiem, but it will gall me to do 1t.

And Christ how 1 hate to live in such ebject poverty, with viable
works that cennot be printed, whem there is lavish finsncing avaeilabls for shit!
I heve offered so many times, ss recently as Skolnick, to consult with you and,
where I ecsn, to guide you, for 1 hsve been in this longer and more internsively
then you and learned whet it bhas been impossible for you to bave learned. Surely
it 1s unselfish of me to want to dc this or teke tie time for it. There is no
possibility of gein for me. I have not, for exemple, assked you for the funds
you are gi¥ing Dick, Why not take the most el mental precautionsf Csn we not
bave learned anything from the Garrison fissco? Or, cen we survive perpetuating
the szme, lemming-like mistakesi Plesse, Bud, waste my time and sevegourself, if
not your money. I{ tnis taing ever comes out, you will be s lsugaingstock. and the

object of ridicule, pity or both of tiuPhse who “now the fact, Regretfully,



