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. T
he M

ore exotic shores of Intelligence inljthe 1939-45 
.:w

ar w
ere alm

ost entirely populated.: by d
on

s of on
e sort 

and another, thinly disguised as M
ajor T

revor-R
oper, L

t. 
C

ol. R
othschild, C

aptain A
yer, etc:, etc. W

hen the A
m

er.. 

M
alcolm

. M
uggerielge w

as a m
ajor in the B

ritish Intelli-
gence C

orps in W
orld W

ar 11. H
is m

ost recent book is 
Som

ething B
eautiful for G

od: T
eresa of C

alcutta. 

lean
 con

tin
gen

t arrived
 on

 th
e scen

e, th
ey, too, h

ailed
 

m
ostly from

 H
arvard, Y

ale, and P
rinceton, w

ith a sm
all 

adm
ixture of the offspring of m

illionaires, senators, and 
service b

rass. M
15 an

d
 M

16, th
e h

om
e an

d
 overseas 

branches respectively of the B
ritish Secret.Service (know

n 
in

 peacetim
e as S.I.S.), w

ere particularly favored nesting 
places for these birds of paradise w

hose native habitat w
as 

the groves of academ
e. O

n the w
hole they acquitted them

-
selves w

ell, particularly in the field of m
anipulating dou-

ble-agents for deception purposes. T
he subject has hitherto 

been little publicized, except in. B
ondish fantasies, in con-

sequence of the natural discretion of those concerned, for-
tified by the operation of the O

fficial Secrets A
ct; a good 

deal m
ore stringent, in theory as w

ell as practice, in B
ritain 

than in the U
nited States. 

H
ow

 very satisfactory, then, that Sir John M
asterm

an, 
h

im
self a b

rillian
t p

ractition
er, sh

ou
ld

 h
ave seen

 fit to 
hand over to Y

ale U
niversity P

ress an account of the dou-
ble-cross system

 w
hich he originally prepared in .1945, 

right at the end of the w
ar, w

hen the m
em

ory of the tech- 

niques .  and individuals em
ployed w

as still fresh
 in

 h
is 

m
ind. T

he fact-that this account is w
ritten in sober, quasi,  

officialese rather than in the sort of over-dram
atized, over-

colorful style usually em
ployed for such subjects, is, in

 
m

y opinion, all to the good. I prefer it so, just as I prefer
.  

the K
insey R

eport to Lady C
hatterley's Lover. T

here is a 
w

orkm
anlike forew

ord by N
orm

an P
earson, w

hom
 I W

ell 
rem

em
ber com

ing m
odestly and solem

nly am
ong us from

 
Y

ale, the first of the hosts of G
eneral D

onovan's -O
.S.S. 

soon to follow
, m

ost of w
hom

 w
ere likew

ise solem
n, but 

few
 so m

odest. 	
• 

T
he double-cross operation is roughly as follow

s. A
n 

enem
y agent is caught, and instead of being handed over 

for grilling and due punishm
ent, is w

hat is called turned 
round. T

hat is to say, he goes on com
m

unicating w
ith his 

ow
n bosses, but under control, sending w

hat he is told to 
send: T

hen, if his credibility can be m
aintained, he can 

be used for deception purposes. F
or instance; at the tithe 

of the N
orm

andy landing, double-agents played an im
- 

portant part in persuading 	
(C

on
tin

u
a on

 page 3) 
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Joys of a spy's life 
(C

ontinued from
 page 1) 	

the G
erm

ans that G
eneral 

E
isenhow

er's forces w
ere m

aking for a quite different part 
of the F

rench coast. T
his w

as obviously highly advan-
tageous to the A

llied cam
paign. 

A
s S

ir John lucidly explains, the art of the gathe is to 
give the double-agent enough sound, but relatively in-
nocuous, m

aterial to transm
it for him

 to acquire a high 
reputation on the enem

y side. T
hen, w

hen it com
es to the 

crunch, and he is fed deception m
aterial, he w

ill be be-
lieved. S

triking a balance betw
een these tw

o exigencies, 
to convince and to deceive, is quite difficult. S

ir John uses 
as exam

ples som
e of the best-know

n double-agents in the 
w

ar: like-  T
ricycle and G

arbo, w
ho w

ere household nam
es 

am
ong Intelligence personnel. H

e rather slides over the 
fact, no doubt for good security reasons, that ow

ing to our 
side's notable skill at cipher-cracking, it, w

as possible to 
follow

 exactly w
hat happened to the deception m

aterial on 
th

e o
th

er sid
e as it m

ad
e its w

ay
 lab

o
rio

u
sly

 alo
n

g
 th

e 
serpentine channels of Intelligence and O

perations. It w
as 

one of the great joys of a spy's life, as I found m
yself w

hen 
I d

id
 a stin

t in
 M

o
zam

b
iq

u
e, to

 "sh
o
w

" in
 th

e crack
ed

 
ciphers; like .appearing in the television new

s, or being 
cited at a C

ongressional hearing. 
E

nem
y agents, in m

y experience, are all too ready to be 
turned round. F

o
r  o

n
e th

in
g
, it m

ean
s th

ey
 are p

aid
 b

y
 

both sides; for another, they have a good chance of being 
decorated by both sides. D

ear old T
ricycle, w

herever he 
m

ay be, if he cares to, can stick an Iron C
rosi in one lapel  

and an O
.B

.E
. in the other. T

here are also quite a lot of 
perks. W

e had a m
an in N

orth A
frica w

ho w
as so highly 

regarded by the G
erm

ans for w
hom

 he ostensibly w
orked 

that he could ask. them
 for scarce com

m
odities like m

otor 
tires—

a set w
ere duly dropped, turning out, incidentally, 

to be- D
unlops—

and even m
oney, m

aking it clear that only 
gold coins w

ould be any use to him
. I tried to prom

ote the 
idea that he should plead that his sexual appetites w

ere 
troubling him

, and that he dared not sleep w
ith any of the 

local girls for fear of betraying him
self. M

y vision of sev-
eral R

h
in

e M
aid

en
s flo

atin
g
 d

o
w

n
 fro

m
 th

e sk
y
 w

as 
scouted by the F

rench officers in charge of the case, w
ho 

insisted, I expect justly, that the only response w
ould be 

a bottle of brom
ide. 

In any case, as S
ir John show

s, in the U
.K

. the w
hole 

G
erm

an espionage set-up fell into our hands, and w
as op-

erated throughout the-w
ar by us. S

om
e of the agents, as I 

recall, arrived in very inadequate drag; one, for instance, 
w

ho w
as dropped in the F

ens country round C
am

bridge 
w

as w
earing spats, w

hich soon drew
 attention to him

. It 
turned out that in the A

bw
ehr D

epartm
ent w

hich had sent 
him

, P
. G

. W
odehouse w

as regarded as a great authority 
on B

ritish life, and the poor fellow
 had been got up ac-

cordingly to look like B
ertie W

ooster. I w
ondered w

hether, 
supposing he had not been caught, he w

ould have m
ade 

his w
ay to L

ondon in the hope of finding the D
rones C

lub. 
S

ir John's purpose in producing his book in the first . 
place w

as to ensure that the experience and expertise ac- 

quired in operating double-agents in th
e 1

9
3
9-45 w

ar 
should not be lost. W

hether it w
ill be required in any sub-

sequent w
ar m

ay be doubted. W
hat w

ith U
2-type aerial 

reconnaissance, radio interception, and other m
echanical 

devices for finding out w
hat the enem

y is up to, it w
ould 

"T
hey are paid by 

both sides, and they have 
a good chance of being 
decorated by both sides." 

surprise m
e if even a T

ricycle or a G
arbo had m

uch of a 
role in subsequent hostilities. A

ll the sam
e, the book has 

an intrinsic interest, apart from
 its possible professional 

utility, as being w
hat the F

rench police call pieces jus-

tificatives, supporting m
ore im

aginative treatm
ents of the 

subject file of G
raham

 G
reene's brilliant Intelligence fan-

tasia, O
ur M

an in H
avana. (G

reene, by the w
ay, w

as also 
in the double-cross gam

e.) In som
e w

ays, this is the great 
age of the double-agent; not just in Intelligence—

in pol-
itics, in religion, in sex, in everything. S

ir John's presenta-
tion of him

 in' w
ar m

ay be laboratory w
ork. but still, in 

considering the genre, serviceable 	
0
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