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Before getting into the strange omissions in the wkIting of thisistory and its tardy
appearance, a recollection of a man mentioned in it, William N, Oatis, AP Prague Bureau
Chief of the same period.

My last job as a soldier in USS (I returned as a civilian) was to write the secret
history ofits intelligence training, There werc to have been but 12 copies of the finished
Eork, to have been done as a picture story. In the shep in which I was there were many

ollywood types, including a number of script writers who had there a haven from military
activity. I was for a while the only man in the shop who had had basic training. (I had
been overseas and returned, from Africa.)

T decided. that I should meke a personal inspection of a group in training, talk to those
who dié the training, see the place, etce To this ¢nd I was assigned a car and a chauffeur
(A nice 1st Lte., I was then a buck private!) and & civilian photographer. I selected an
"area" part ofnthe Quantico complexe It had a very GI Army commanding officer who pulled
rank on me, didn t keep appointments, had me eat in the elnisted-men's mess rather than
with those whose-knowledge I needed, the officers, and in general made it impossible for
me to do what I had to do. :

I knew enough about 0S3 to know that this stuff didn't go, so I didn t fight the bastard.
That was quite contrary to the whole philosonhys Typical was a buck priha%e being the boss
of a First lte and a civilian, for rank mesnt nothinge I pulled out the next morning,
turned in a roport, and in 48 hours the C.0. was on a ship. 4nd I was made corporal and
put in civilian clothes,

But, having been forced into the enlisted-gen's mess, I saw enlisted men. I lmew
soething about the business by then, and of all in that training group there was but one
who sttod out, because of a flagrant violation of all the cliches. e had one consplcuoys
feature k6 he eyeglasses, I am certain this is Oatis. Or, I should say that at the time of
his arrdst, I was then certain. :

One of the more glaring wrong thiugs in this story is the Spanish police finding the
corpse of an American citizen, with identification, and not informing American authority.
Another is tie long disinterest of US officialdom.

Now in the general period referred to in the story, again from recoliection, there
was dangerously serious US intelligence interest in Czechoslavakia. I recall an incident
in which we sent a while procession of jeeps into the country on an intelligence raid,
returning with copious files. It was, of course, an act of ware This was the cold war peak
period.

What Fin.ey fails to point out is that the period of alleged operation of a network
inside CS exactly coincides with his flight from there and his P.ris period, and this with
his post-release admission that he "had been working for *French intelligence'" (inside quotes
Finney's). The charge inside (-Swas changed from US to "Fprench" intelligence when the
pressure was applicd by the U.S.

I do recall the incident of the landing of the Soviet plane. “% sesms clear cnough
that this was not an accidental developing of "mechanical"trouble.’

During the time he acquired US citizenship there was a law that I think 100 a year
could become citizens on the request of intelligence, for servicés rendereds This glosses

over how he became a citizen. I don't knou the quota situation.
He jist goes to VYambridge end becomes "president of the Harvard Travel Seriice'? With
no previous experience? and then, after reclease, just "severed his relationship with the

Harvard Travel Service"? an inexperienced wan dos not become president like thate “eo

may have started i%, and severing then would mean selling it.
The Spanish police had a real aupopsy without teeth? and a decomposed body at that?
Yz just drop ed ead of "natural causes" "in a gully"? How conveniznt and congiderate!
With "the cause of death as well as identity" said to nave veen "difficult to establish",
and with his papers on the spot, what better reason ta not inrorm US zsuthoritivs or have
a dental check?
If there is more, this should be e.ough to shov thet the whole business is phoney. And
one is loit %o wonder why, in a case more than a year old, the Times sulleblfinds i.ore
than %5 column inches of interest?
Going back to wy 0SS days, it is no trick to wurder without leavin, a Trace.
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TWASHINGTON, Dec. 11—A
bacly deuc body was

vere

d in Sepiember in a
‘uthern Spanish
thus  apparently
an end thelife story
of a Cambri Mass., travel

Avicl,
agent once &

disco
gully in the
equntrysl

azcused of cspio-
nage by Czechoslovakia.

The budy was identified by
spanish police 23 that of Viadi-
mir Ka2zan-Komarek, a Czech-
bern American citizen who was
seized bv the Czechoslovak
secret police in October 1966,
when 2 Snviet airliner made an
unscheduled stop in Prague.

He was charged with high
trezson and espionaze, but
then, after considerabla diplo-
mrtic pressure by the United
States, ke was convicted by a
Czechoslovalr court of a lesser
charge of subversive activities
against Czechoslovakia  and
was expelied frem the country.

Politieal Iiurder Doubted

The detai'ls of Mr. Kazan-
Komarzk's death are still trick-
fing into tihe State Depart-
its consulate in Se-
all the infoimation
hus far, howewer, it
does nat appelr to department
officials—or (o the Spanish
rolice—that the dead man had
been the victim of a cloak-
and-darger murder.

The judgment of the Spanish
poiice, supported by a finding
of 8 Spanisk court in blarbella
last month, was that he died
“a naturzl death due to un-
knowr reasons””. The police
reportad that the body showed
“no signs of viclence.”

The boly wus so badly de-
composed, according to  the
Spanish polire, that tha cause
of dezth as well as identity
was cult to establish. The

W

on

w

Viadimir Kazen-Komarek

after the Communist take-ovcr,
lived in Paris until 1933, and
then came to the United States,
where hLe married, became &
citizen and was president of
the Harvard Travel Service on
Harvard Square in Cambridge.

On Oct. 31, 1966, when he
was returning from a copfer-
ence of travel agents in Mos-

cow sponsored by Intourist,
the Soviet Covernment tourist
agency, the Soviet airliner on
which he was traveling — sup-
poszdly on a nonstop flight to
Paris — meade #n unscheduled
stop in Prague — for “mechani-
cal reasons.”

Mr. Kazan-Komarek was tak-
en off the piane and charged by
Czechoslovak autherities with
setting up and operating an un-
derground espionage and ter-
rorist network in Czechoslo-
vakia from 1948 to 1950 that
was responsible for the death
of a policeman.

Earlier Czechoslovak press
reports, dating from 1951, had

Viadimir Kazan-Komarek and
a key fitting his apartment
deor. ,
Ti» body was discovered on
Sept. 7 in a hillside gully on a
farm outside Estepona, a small
Spanish town on the Mediter-
ranean ¢oast where Mr, Kazan-
Komarek had been living since
November, 1971. The estimate
of the Spanish police, who had
the body buried after a perfunc-
tory autopsy in a cemetery in
Estepona, was that death had
occurred two months earlier.
Some major details of his
death at the age of 48, how-
ever, remain as obscure as his
background-—as a refugee who
boasted that he had set up an
anti - Communist underground
organization in Czechoslovakia
and who, as an avocation,
risked his life ferrying small

characterized Mr. Kazan-Kom-
arek as an agent of United
States Army Counterintelii-
gence and had linked him to
the Prague bureau of the Asso-
ciated Press, which the Czecho-
slovak Government had charged
was a center for espionage.
William N. Oatis, the chief of
1ol 1132025 4D ureau, was
jailed for two years in Prague
on espionage charges in the
early nineteen-fifties.

Earlier Charge Dropped

During Mr. Kazan-Komarek’s
trial early in 1867, the earlier
chargs that he had been an
American intelligence agent
was quietly dropped by the
Czechoslovak authorities, and
instead it was suggested that
he had been Jinked to a Frenc
intelligence organization that
i was never identified.

dy Foundin Spain Thought to Be American Once Jailed by Prague

true, mmwa rm had rn,_uma people, |
escape from Czechoslovakia|
{'and ‘hat he believed be had.
‘beer. working for “French in-
i ;
! {telligance.” . .
| I the last féw years, ac
'seversd Lis relationship with
__msﬁ.ma Travel Service, and
in October, 1971, he went to
_mﬁcum, leavsing his wife and
five children at their home in
Wailnsley, Mass.

A Flat on Spanish Coast

| H2 appeared in the town of
Estepona, on the Mediterranean
coa:t near Gibraltar, in No-
-vember, 1971, where he set up
E:E."Sm alone in a small flat.

Kazan-Komarek. One of the
questionsthey raised—which the
State Departmert thus far has
not been abhle to answer—was
whether the teeth had been re-
moved from the body for posi-
tive identification. State Depart-
ment officials said that Mrs,
Kazan-Komarek's  permission’
would be required to exhume
the body to detcrmine if the
teeth were still there,

The Duncans also discounted
any theory of suicide, reporting’
that Mr. Kazan-Komarek, before
his disappearance, had been
cheerfut and had showed no
signs of despondency.

. Found near his body was a

|The Spanish police reported
that he led a “very normal
life,” working on a hook about

pilot safety and occasionally
ferrying small planes to new
OWnNers.

On June 5, the United States
consuiate in Seville was in-
formed by Samuel Berman, an
American living in Estepona,
that Mr, Kazan-Komerck had
been missing since May 11,
About. that time, Mr, Kazan-
Komarek had been scheduled
to make a trip to the United
States with Mr. and Mrs. R, A.
Duncan, a Canadian couple liv-
ing ir Estepona.

The consulate discounted the
missing-persons report filed by
Mr. Barman after itwas informed
by the Spanish police that Mr.
Kazan-Komarek had been seen
during the first week of June.
Body's Discovery Not Reported

For reasons that the State De-
partnient cannot explain, the;
consulate also did not report
the discovery of the body by

the Spanish police in September.
‘1t wzs only after the Duncans
“838 to Mrs. Kazan-Komarek

at the end of October that the
IState Department learned of the
.death.

‘'small empty bottle of aspirin.
State Department officials
said there was no indication tha,
Mr. Kazan-Konarek might still
have been involved in intelli-
igence work, and they insisted
ihe had not been employed by
any United States intelligence-
agency. o
Mrs.

Kazan-Komarek, in &
telephone interview, declined
to discuss her husband’s death,;
But on one point she was em-.
phatic. When asked whether M-
Kazan-Komarck might have been
involved in Inteiligence work,
she repiled: “Oh Lord, no!” ..

After his release, brought:
about largely through the in-l

tervertion with Czechoslovak:

planes across the Atlantic and

thz Pacific, In interviews with State De-

only baszis of identification §
partment representatives, the

nsed by tite Spanizh police was
papers in a 51d next to the

ody, ng the name cof

. 4 prisoner of the Nazis dur-
ing- World War 1II, Mr. Kazan-
Komarek worked briefly for the

United States Army in Germany
in 1845 and 1948 before re-
szechosiovakia. He

authorities by Senator Edward
M. Kennedy, Mr. Kazan-Kom-
arek said that the charges
against him-had been partly

turaing to Cz
fled Czechosivvakia in 1948

Duncans expressed some doubt
that the body was that of Mr.

!




