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‘St onehouse affalr strangeg case

—_ The John :

LON DO N\ (AP)
Stonehouse affair, the strange case of

the .runaway British member of . E
-bécame the subject .-
vgeneraF dnsappeared Nov. 20 from a.

Parliament,
Wednesday ot' a news ‘analysis’ by Tass,
. the official Soviet News Agency.

The Tass; dlspatch from Moscow ¥

) momtored in Lmdon, Said the discovery

yof Stonehouse in Melbourne, Australia, -

on Tuesday after he was missing tive
weeks, made bankrupt the claims of the

section of the British press that sees Red " *
“charges of illegally entering Australxa s
. by means of a false passport :

_spies under every bed.

Tass referred to press speculatlon that
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the Labor party lawmaker nught have .
been kndnaped or possnbly defected to the -

East L
Stonehouse; * 49 former postmaster-

apprehenslon in Melbourne. He. was to
appear in court there Thursday to face

wheri his body .was _not found; a -
~'worldwide manhunt began, ending in his

.. In" its “report,

His lawyer saxd Wednsday that
-Stonehouse will make approaches tostay
-in. Australia rather than return to his
-»famlly and ' colleagues in Britain.
*Stonehotisé was to make a full statement
onhis actlonsThursday He has nothing
to lz‘lde andis wxllmg to speak the lawyer !

“Harold. Wilson - to apologlze for the
embarrassment his. ‘disappearance
caused." At? Jone’ “stage, * Wilson felt -
“compelled to make ‘a statement to the .

-sHouse of Commons disclaiming press
.’ reports that Stonehouse was aspy.

In his cablé, Stonehouse said he staged
the . disdppearing act -because: of
incredible business pressures” and he .
ited,various attempts at blackmail, not :
ggmn detalls govemment mformants

Stonehouses fnends and colleagues
have said the handsome MP ran into big
ﬁnancial trouble recently. and the last-

*‘straw may have been a $15-million

" cement deal that fell through on- hls

“Florida trip..
.. His wife, Barbara whomadenodxrect :
: comment at‘ter her ‘husband’s
reappearance, ‘said” earlier that large
. insurance policies were taken out on hxs
liferecently.-
-Tass; sald “The
,ﬂastounded Britishers, were told that
‘Stonehouse was a Red spy and had been
kidnaped - by a_foreign- intelligence
service: straight from the. beach and
minus his clothes-—forspeed ssake.!” .,
J“They will- probably ‘now.. want' ' to
: vacate his seat in Parliament as soon as
possible,””. the Tass report. concluded.
*‘One way ‘the Parliament-can expel a
_member is. if he becomes bankrupt. It

"looks. as -though thxs can be apphed to

Stonehouse i



