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By Christopher Sweeney
Sbecial to The Washington Post
SYDNEY, Dec. 2¢—Within
hours of being arrested in
Melbourne, Australia, this
.morning, former British
Cabinet minister John
. Stonehouse was closely ques-
tioned by police about his
activities.
Stonehouse, 49, was carry-
~ing a false passport and
identity documents, along
with a considerable amount
of money when he was de-
tained by a squad of detec-
tives who had been keeping

him under surveillance for

. about two weeks.
The former Labor Party

minister, whose disappear- "

"ance from a beach in Miami

five weeks ago sparked an
international search, will ap-

pear in court in Melbourne .

Thursday. He is charged
with being an illegal immi-
grant under a holding. war-
rant to allow the Australian

~ government time to seek ad-

vice from the British gov-
ernment.

Melbourne police said this
afternoon that Stonehouse
traveled to Melbourne from
Miami via Hawaii in late No-
vemher using a false pass-

port issued in the name: of -

John D. Norman.

He stayed overnight in
Melbourne and then, using
the name Norman, he flew
to Singapore,

Copenhagen

ustralia Quﬂstlons _Ré,surfaéed C'Bl’,ltj‘?n‘?

and" Beirut before reentér-
ing Australia at Perth on
Dec. 10.

Since his disappearance
there have been allegations
in Britain that Stonehouse
was blackmailed into work-
ing for Czechoslovak intelli-
gence while holding posi-
tions as minister for avia-
tion and later minister for
posts and telecommunica-
tions in the 196470 Wilson
government. The claims
were made by Josef Frolik, a
formerCzechoslovak intelli-
gence official who defected
to the West in July 1969.

Last week, British' Prime

Minister Harold Wilson pub-.

licly ruled out the allega-
tions linking Stonehouse to

Investigations have - aiso-
shown that Stonehouse, 'who
is still a member of Parlia-
ment, had a $160,000 life in-
surance policy taken out on”
him by his wife. shortly be-
fore his disappearance .and
that he was involved in mul- |
timillion dollar business
deals, allegedly - connected
with arms-running to the
Middle East, Africa and
Asia. )

Ironically, Stonehouse
first came to the attention
of Melbourne police because
they suspected he might be
the missing British aristo.
crat Lord Lucan wanted by
Scotland Yard for murder
and also ‘believed to be hid-
ing in Australia.

Police at Melbourne air-
port became suspicious of
Stonehouse’s travel docu-
ments, and a discreet sur-
veillance was maintained.
When he was detained this
morning at a.rented apart-
ment in the exclusive Mel-
bourne suburb of St. Kilda,
Stonehouse denied at first
that he was the missing Par-
liamentarian. S
¢ Chief Superintendent
Mick -Patterson later said
that, during questioning,
Stonehouse fipally con-
fessed after being shown -
photographs issued by Inter- -
pollast month. .

- -Patterson added, “Stonme-
house told me that the pres-
sures of his life in Britain
were. becoming. a little too-
muck, He.sald he had de-
cided.to create a mew per-
sonality and start a new life

‘undertakings.

in Australia.”

. The reference to. pres-
sures apparently alluded.to .
the misfiring of his business,
Stonehouse
made a similar remark in a
telegram of apologies He
sent today to Prime ‘Minis-
ter Wilson. The  text, re- -
leased by Wilson’s office,
read:- : ’

"“Please convey  to the
prime minister my regrets
that T have created: this
problem. And to- all others
concerned. The prime minis-
ter’s statement in the House
(of Commons) was correct.

“My wish was to release |

myself from the: incredible
pressures being put on me
particularly in my business
activities -and various at-
tempts at. blackmatl. I con-
sidered,  clearly . wrongly,
that the best action.-I could
take was to create a new
identity and attempt to live
a mew life away from these

. pressures.

- “I suppose this can be
summed up as a brainstorm,

or a mental breakdown. I |

can only apologize to you
and to all the others who
have been troubled by this
business. :

“Again, thank you for
your kind statement in the
House.”

Ac_c_ordhig to police, Stone-

house telephoned . his wife
shortly after secretly return-
ing to Australia on Dec. 10.

Detectives who questioned |

him’ for more than four
hours. today reportedly con-
centrated on 't‘he .espionage

S Mtoa

allggations,.wmcn were s
printed in English newspa-
pers last week, - .

- Police refused to indicate
what had been said or how
Stonehouse had reacted,

Fraud -squad . investigators
were also present during the
questioning.” - :

Atione stage, Miami police
beliéved that  the ;mliassing,
Stonéhouse’ had been mur-
dered’ following the discov-
ery of a conerete coffin near
the ;beach where' he disap-
peared, There was also spec-
ulation that' Stonehguse had .
defected to Eastern ‘Europe,
committed ; ;'suicide © or'
drowred. ol

When " -arrested, . Stone-
house''was living unobtrii-
bly fit'the’ city- Center Club,
a recently completed apart.
ment building where he was
registered as Donald Clive
Mildoon, - -

Stonehouse  got in his
share of sunbathing, enjoy- '
ing the Australian summer
sun on the club roof, Mrs.
Jean Wilcocks, the wife of
the club manager told Reu-
ter news agency: REEE ¢

He was “in. and out a lot,”
Mrs.. Wilcocks said. He at-
tended a club cocktail party
last week where he mingled |
among' thé guests’ “like a
real politician,” she said,
concluding ' ‘that ~hé-: was
“utterly charming.”

The-only other known' ac-’
tivities by Stonehouse in
Melbourn was hig visits to
the -.central ‘post . office
where police said “he fre-
quently picked up-mail.. .

Superintendent Paterson !

.

a

the Czechoslovaks or to-the
U:S. " Central - Intelligence .
Agency. The. prime minister .
.admitted in & statement to.

‘the “House - of ~Commons,

however, that following the
defection of Frolik, a top- .

level security investigation :

was. made of Stonehouse, :
“but- that he was cleared. .
Nevertheless; some British
politicians and newspapers
have questioned why Stone- *
house, a high-flying Labor

minister tapped by someasa .
future prime minister’in the |
1960s, . .was mysteriously
“dropped from ‘the Labor
front bench in 1970 without’

. public explanation.
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said that Stonehouse had “a *
‘lot of money”:on him: when -
he was: detained. Other po:;
lice sources estimate that he
lad about $2,600. . 5
Meélbourne - *police ~“said
that Stonehouse would ap- .
pear in court on Thursday
on the technical charges
that he entered the country |
illegally. He is being held in
Jail until the court appear-
ance. ) P



