
Spies'U
nder G

lass, in W
ashington and M

oscow
 

In
 a D

ram
atic D

epartu
re F

rom
 th

e,P
ast, E

spion
age C

ases G
et; W

ide P
u

blicity 
tration

 p
reced

ed
 P

resid
en

t  C
arter's 

decision to approve piniecution of the 
M

ost recen
t case of alleged

 S
oviet es-

p
ion

age—
th

e arrests of th
e U

.N
. em

- 
ployes—

according to sources.
•< S

tate D
ep

artM
an

t■ilu
t C

IA
. officials 

argu
ed

 again
st arrettin

g th
e tw

o S
o-

viet officials b
ecau

se th
ey feared

 re-
taliation by the Soviet U

nion. 
B

u
t' A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral G

riffin
 B

. 
B

ell took
 th

e p
osition

 th
at th

e case 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e tried

 b
ecau

se it w
as a clear 

violation
 of law

 b
y S

oviets n
ot cov-

ered by diplom
atic Im

m
unity, Justice 

D
epartm

ent M
U

M
S said. '  

T
h

ou
gh

 C
arter fin

ally sid
ed

 w
ith

 
B

ell, Ju
stice officials said

lh
ey d

id
 n

ot 
view

 th
e d

ecision
 as a m

ajor sh
ift in

 
U

.S
. p

olicy tow
ard

 S
oviet esp

ion
age 

ca
ses. "

It's a
ll b

ein
g
 h

a
n

d
led

 o
n

 a
 

case-by-case basis," one Justice official 
said. 

• 

B
y F

red B
arbash 

W
ash

In
sto

n
 P

est &
aft W

riter 

T
h

e S
ta

te D
ep

a
rtm

en
t a

ck
n

o
w

l-
ed

ged
 yesterd

ay th
at th

e $oviet U
n

ion
 

, an
d

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates h

ave secretly 
h

an
d

led
 a "

great m
an

y"
 esp

ion
age 

cases O
f th

e sort th
at are n

ow
, b

ein
g 

publicized by both sides. 
' T

h
e • ack

n
ow

led
gem

en
t b

olstered
  

;w
h

at govern
m

en
t sou

rces 'h
ave said

 
:p

rivately for th
e p

ast w
eek

: th
at th

e 
"

u
n

w
ritten

 ru
les"

 of sp
yin

g, w
h

ich
 

ulictated m
utual, disdretion, are break-

A
n

g d
ow

n
. 

T
h

e ch
an

ce in
 ap

p
roach

 h
as accom

-
,::panied a deterioration in Soviet-A

m
er-

41can relations over the past year. G
ov. 

'lern
m

en
t exp

erts said
 th

ey exp
ect fu

r-
S

h
er sp

lash
es of p

u
b

licity ab
ou

t esp
io-

n
ge eases in

 th
e com

in
g w

eeks. 
T

h
e latest of th

ese cam
e M

on
d

ay, 
w

h
en

 th
e S

oviets revealed
 th

at n
early 

3 a year ago th
ey d

etain
ed

 an
d

 th
en

 ex-
, • p

a
led

 M
a
rth

a
 D

. P
eterso

n
, a

 C
IA

 
agent posing as a diplonuit In M

oscow
, 

after th
ey cau

gh
t h

er alleged
ly p

lan
t-

:. in
g esp

ion
age d

evices on
 a b

rid
ge 

• crossing the M
oscow

 R
iver, 

I 
T

he U
.S. am

bassador in M
oscow

 re-
p

orted
ly ask

ed
 th

e S
oviets at th

e tim
e 

to avoid
 p

u
b

licity ab
ou

t th
e in

cid
en

t, 
'4  w

h
ich

 th
ey d

id
 u

n
til th

is w
eek

. 
S

ou
rces h

ave sp
ecu

lated
 th

at th
e 

S
oviets , b

rok
e th

eir silen
ce b

ecau
se  

the U
nited States m

ade public tw
o So- , 

viet spying incidents, Including the ar- 
rest last m

onth of tw
o Soviet U

.N
. em

-
ployes w

ho had allegedly paid $20,000 
for secret A

m
erican

 an
tisu

b
m

arin
e-

w
arfare docum

ents. 
T

hat arrest, said one .know
ledgeable 

sou
rce, p

rob
ab

ly w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave oc-

cu
rred

 tw
o years ago, w

h
en

 S
oviet-

A
m

eticart relations w
ere m

ore calm
. 

"
It clearly ch

an
ged

 th
e ru

les of th
e 

g
a
m

e,"
 th

e so
u

rce sa
id

, a
n

d
 g

o
in

g
 

ah
ead

 w
ith

 it "
w

as clearly a m
ajor 

and serious decision m
ade at the high-

est levels."
 

S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t sp

ok
esm

an
 T

om
 

R
esto

n
 d

eclin
ed

 to
 co

m
m

en
t o

n
 

w
h

eth
er th

ere h
as b

een
 a con

sciou
s 

ch
a
n

g
e o

f p
o
licy

 in
 h

a
n

d
lin

g
 su

ch
 

cases. R
esponding to a question about 

th
e 'M

arth
a P

eterson
 m

ile, h
ow

ever, 
h

e said
 th

at "
over th

e years, m
an

y of 
th

ese cases h
ave n

ot b
ecom

e p
u

b
lic."

 
L

ater h
e ad

d
ed

 th
at "

a great m
an

y of 
them

 just dO
 not crop up." 

' G
overn

m
en

t statistics sh
ow

 a sign
i-

fu
an

t in
crease in

 U
.S

. p
rosecu

tion
s of 

esp
ion

age activity over th
e p

ast th
ree 

years. T
en defendants have been pros-

ecu
ted

 sin
ce Ju

n
e 1975, accord

in
g to 

th
e Ju

stice ' D
ep

artm
en

t, m
ore th

an
 

d
u

C
in

g
 th

e a
ll o

f th
e p

rev
io

u
s 1

0
 

years. 

In recen
t 

m
on

th
s, th

e govern
m

en
t 

h
as m

oved
 p

u
b

licly again
st th

e tw
o 

U
.N

. em
p

loyes, a th
ird

 S
oviet d

ip
lo-

m
at station

ed
 at th

e U
n

ited
 N

ation
s 

and an alleged W
ashington-based spy-

in
g rin

g d
esign

ed
 to fu

n
n

el in
form

a-
tion to V

ietnam
. 

R
ecen

t n
ew

sp
ap

er stories revealed
 

th
e existen

ce of a secret S
oviet-op

er-
a
ted

 electro
n

ic listen
in

g
 p

o
st th

e 
sou

th
 w

in
g of U

.S
. em

b
assy in

 M
os-

cow
. 

A
ll th

is activity is in
 sh

arp
 con

trast 
to the w

ay things w
ere generally done 

d
u

rin
g
 th

e 1
9
6
0
s a

n
d

 m
u

ch
 o

f th
e 

1970s. W
ith a m

inim
um

 of publicity, if 
any, the Soviets and A

m
ericans w

ould 
city "circum

stances" or "inappropriate 
behavior" on the part of the other side 
and declare the offender persona non 
grata. 

lively d
eb

ate w
ith

in
 th

e ad
m

in
is-

_
_
_
_
 


