
S
P

Y
IN

G
 N

E
W

S
 

C
H

A
P

M
A

N
 P

IN
C

H
E

R
 h

a
s p

e
rfo

rm
e
d
 

a
n
o
th

e
r se

rvice
 fo

r M
IS

. H
it la

te
st b

o
o
k, The 

Truth A
bout D

irty Tricks, is a
n
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 

e
xcu

lp
a
te

 P
in

ch
e
r's fa

vo
u
rite

 se
cu

rity se
rvice

 

—
 M

IS
 —

 fro
m

 th
e
 ra

th
e
r d

a
m

a
g
in

g
 ch

a
rg

e
 

th
a
t it sp

e
n
d
s m

o
st o

f its tim
e
 th

in
kin

g
 u

p
 a

n
d
 

ca
rryin

g
 o

u
t d

irty tricks a
g
a
in

st le
ft-w

in
g
 

p
e
o
p
le

 in
 g

e
n
e
ra

l a
n
d
 L

a
b
o
u
r g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
ts in

 
p
a
rtic

u
la

r. 
P

incher's record in these m
atters is w

orth 
recalling. In general, throughout his life he has relied 

entirely on M
I5 for stories w

hich he has published 

faithfully, claim
ing all the w

hile that it w
as his ow

n 

expertise as a new
shound w

hich has sniffed out the 

facts. T
he problem

 w
ith this technique is that M

I5's 

purpose has not alw
ays been consistent—

w
ith the 

result that P
incher has, again and again, been obliged 

to contradict him
self. 	

- 	
• 

In 1978 in his book Inside Stay P
incher 

repeated the claim
 that the form

er Labour prim
e 

m
inister H

arold W
ilson had been bugged by M

I5. 

This claim
 had already been m

ade by no less a 

w
itness than H

arold W
ilson him

self in his interview
s 

w
ith B

arrie P
enrose and R

oger C
ourtiour, reported 

in their book, ridiculously called The P
encourt F

ile. 
In

 inside Story, P
incher w

as quite unequivocal 

about the m
atter: "T

he truth. w
hich I have ' 

established by questioning w
itnesses and through 

personal involvem
ent in certain secret episodes 

[standard P
incher drivel for "1 w

as told by M
I5' is ' 

that the underm
ining activities w

hichV
i son 

com
plained of w

ere not only genuine but fat m
ore 

m
enacing than he revealed. C

ertain officers inside 

M
I5, assisted by others w

ho had retired from
 the 

service. w
ere actually trying to bring the Labour 

governm
ent dow

n and, in m
y opinion, they could at 

one point have succeeded." 
A

t that tim
e (1978) it suited M

I5 to have this 

story circulated as further proof (if it w
ere needed) 

that the Labour governm
ent w

as so m
uch on the 

rocks that it had lost the confidence even of its  

security services. B
ut tim

e rolled on and M
I5's 

priorities changed. T
hatcher w

as elected in 1979 and 

A
nthony B

lunt w
as exposed as a form

er R
ussian spy. 

P
incher's next assignm

ent w
as set up by B

lunt's 

form
er friend and landlord, Lord R

othschild. 	
, 

T
errified that he alio w

ould be identified as a 

R
ussian agent as his friend had been, R

othschild 

approached P
incher w

ith the idea for a book 
exposing as a R

ussian spy the form
er head of M

I5, 

R
oger H

ollis. T
he story, R

othschild told P
incher, 

could be collected from
 a form

er M
I5 agent, P

eter 
W

right. G
enerously, R

othschild paid for W
right to 

fly over first class from
 T

asm
ania to tell P

incher his 

story. P
incher got trem

endously excited, and w
as 

soon on his w
ay to T

asm
ania to copy out W

right's 

story. T
he result w

as Their Trade is Treachery • 
(1981) w

hich m
ade £30,000 for W

right and 

0
0
,0

0
0
-p

lu
s ro

ya
ltie

s fo
r P

in
ch

e
r. ..; • 

' W
right w

asn't too pleased w
ith the look since he 

had w
anted P

incher to savage the G
overnm

ent for 

not bringing the (w
holly innocent and dead) fanner 

director-general H
ollis to book. S

o W
right w

rote his 

ow
n book in w

hich he "revealed" that M
IS

 had been 

trying to underm
ine the Labour govenunetit. T

his 

w
asn't at all w

hat M
I5 w

anted to read, so the spooks 

first of all persuaded the G
overnm

ent to ban 	
•
 -

 

W
right's book (thus quadrupling its sales and 

encouraging it to be read all over the w
orld) and then 

to pass the O
fficial S

ecrets A
ct 1989, w

hich has been 

flagrantly broken again and again ever since w
ithout . 

anyone appearing to notice. T
hen they got their loyal 

old w
arhorse out of pasture. T

hus, in his current , 

book, P
iricher turns on W

right and savages him
 w

ith 

the sam
e disregard for facts w

ith w
hich he 	

-' 

reproduced W
right's nonsense about H

ollis in 1981. 

A
nother target of P

incher's is another of his 	
' 

form
er intelligence sources, M

aurice O
ldfield. H

e 

supplied P
incher w

ith m
any of his M

I5 "scoops" in 

-the past; but w
hen O

ldfield fell foul of the right w
ing 

of M
IS

 after trying to stop its m
em

bers assassinating 

their people in 1979 and 1980, P
incher rounded on 

his form
er source and exposed his boyhood 

hom
osexuality.  

. , 

O
ldfield is dead and W

right is in exile and to , 

neither can answ
er P

incher back. B
ut P

incher m
ay 

have bitten off m
ore than he can chew

 w
ith his 

attack (in C
hapter 16 of his book) on form

er arm
y 

inform
ation officer C

onn W
allace. W

allace has 
circulated a devastating docum

ent listing P
incher's 

innum
erable m

istakes. H
is "revelations" (m

ost of 

w
hich w

ere passed on to him
 by M

15 officials w
ho 

are furious w
ith W

allace for w
hat they regard as his 

treachery in exposing their dirty tricks cam
paign 

against the W
ilsort governm

ent) are exposed over 

and over again.  
P

incher, for instance, found him
self able to 

"reveal" that "W
allace's telephones at hom

e and In 

his office w
ere tapped" 	

very 
. This w

ould have been ve 

difficult since W
allace's hom

e did not have a ; • . 

telephone. For 20 relentless pages, P
incher's 	

' 

m
istakes are detailed in W

allace's docum
ent, w

hich 
should be read carefully by the dw

indling band o
f 

people w
ho still believe a sins w

ord P
incher 

w
rites, not to say by his faithful publishers S

idgivick 
and Jackson w

ho go on publishing his books w
ithout 

apparently reeking the extent to w
hich they 	

- 

contradict each other. 

"is there honey still for tea? 
A

nd are there tits still on P
age Three?" 
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