q;kromarmc notion that his govem
ment is incapable of dastardly deeds,
of betraying its own citizens, .or of
behaving with criminal neghgence,

y November 21, 1981

_ 8light to read this appamiig, true-ufe
py story: 'It'is-a fantastic yarn that °
deerves not only a wide ‘readership,

but a full blown wngmmd inves-

ngahon as well.

{adopted by -a Soviet naval officer

' “Book World -

" Came Back. -
By Henry Hurt.

T,

theBaltmportodeamk,wherehe :
was helping to train.Indonesian navy -

oﬂﬁcersmtheuseofSovxetshxps.In
Poland, Artamonov met .and: fell in
‘Jove with.a: 21-year-
‘stadent - named Blanka Ewa Gora.
Realizing: that - they" had no future
%ugether .in..the Soviet. bloc,. Arta-
qnonov took ‘the’ launch- available to
Him as a ship's commander, and they

Mﬂwwucanu-nm mppaam PRI

-old Polish dental -

ot A8 befits'such tale, 1ts tltle isan ¢
“ivention. ' Shadrin is ' the ' namé

"'ndmed Nikolai: Fedorovich - Arta- ~
monov, who defected to° the West in
1959, His defection was the first un-
believable_évent in a.chain. of- them -
thnt together compnse this. horror N

Artamonov was then 31, the youﬂ- g

:ﬁ‘m ‘destroyer -commander in" the.
S‘ovnet Navy He was, stattoned near

*SHADRIN The Spy Who vaer

Jled together across the Baltic to

Sweden. Artamonov' asked :for asy-
;mnmtheUmfedStaws After pass-

through an: Amierican center for -

efectors "in. Frankfurt — whete. at .
]east. some members of the staff were. -

fuspmom of Artamonov’s bona fides

25 Artamonov -and’ his “dental’ stu- °

ﬂent were. installed in Washington, .
,nherehebegantoshaxeallheknew ‘

ahout the “workings of the Soviet

. Eventually he went to work in
‘ﬁ\e Amencan Defense Intelligence
Agency Naturally,"American’ intel-

nce officials were. thrilled to get .

juch a- defector.. The initial: doubts:

;ﬁ{out his legmmacy were ‘soon set .

;hg;l‘here i8 no way to reeapltulatz

entire: astoundmg story .in this.-

mew, and it would be an-injustice
toHenry :Hurt to try.. So let me
jlgnptothe next key evént (and it is
‘g:very long jump indeed), in spring
b 1966. It was a telephone call from

, o the ‘Washington home of
 Helms, then the. director of

Tome, .so Igor told Mrs. Helms that
}i& wanted to go to work for Amer-
#an . intelligence. Séon US. spies

- Soviet KGB man, ' code-named - .

: entral Intelligence. Helms® wasnt

“Avere busily engaged ' sighing up |
Jgor, who-told them he was mlﬁge tg i
me chief of Soviet counterintel-
Bigence in the United States.. Amer: .
.‘kﬁn‘sples drooled at.the thought’ of

,cthem. .
;" : But Igor 1mposed one condition.
*,+To-show his bosses in Moscow how
s cléver he was, Igor wanted to recruit

" Nikolai Artamonov back to the So-

«yviet: side as a defector-agent. The
shsndful of American spooks who
£ weére in onsthe Igor proposal quickly
J.agreed that this would be worth-
szwhile. According to Hurt, they then

4-set up Artamonov (who was by then

;an American citizen using the name
t Nicholas Shadrin) to be recruited by
v the. Soviets. Shadrin was reluctant,

i according to Hurt's sources, but was

persuaded by Adm. Rufus Taylor (a
.former director of DIA and deputy
- director of the CIA whom Shadrin
+:had befriended and come to admire)
..and others to undertake the assign-
+ ment. However, it dppears that no
1 one ever told Shadrin about Igor, or

- told him that he was being used asa -
.~ piece of bait in an effort to enhance

v Igor’s credentials in Moscow.

-+.- For nine' years, Shadrin played a’

+fool's role in a clagsic espionage cha-
:rade. He had a series of meetings
+with Soviet spies, some of them
« abroad; passed information prepared
< by the CIA, and reported everything
cthat happened to his handler at the
: FBL If Igor was really working for

vthe United States, there’s a chance
“the Soviets took Shadrin seriously. If )
sIgor was a fake, as many American

intelligence officers believed and still

vhelieve, then the Soviets knew that‘

<Shadrin was acting the whole time.

" In Décémber 1975, Shadrin went .

“to-~Vienna to meet with Soviet
~agents It was the second time he
“had miet them in the Austrian cap-
rital: He took along: his w1fe, by then
*a-well-established dentist in subur-
iban Virginia. On the evening of Dec: -
18, Shadrin had his first. meeting
-wnth the Russians, and it went well.
*Then, two nights later, Shadrin went .
<off for a second meeting. He never
-tetarned from it, and has never been

?"havmg such a man workmg for




seen or heard of since.

* "Henry Hurt has done an rmpres-
“sive job of finding out all he could’
-about the Artamonov/Shadrin case,

«and an even better job of putting it -
into an exciting, readable narrative.
'As" he would undoubtedly be the
first to admit, be hasn't cracked the
cease. It is riddled with mystery still,

-and will be until there is a proper:

“¢ongressional inquiry. ANl that is

iknown for certain is that the United
*States government willingly risked
-and may have lost the life of one of

*its own citizens in a foolish spy op-.’
l‘tlratlon 1t took a gréat: deal of bun- -

g-and stupidity to get this job
~done, but the CIA and the FBI rose’
to the occasion, and then some. "

~"“In  researching the

been the subject of a front-page
story in The Washington' Post. It
concerned a Soviet official code-
named Fedora who worked for years
at the United Nations, where he vol-

unteered information to the FBI. He -

=-was J. Edgar Hoover’s favorite agent,
but the FBI has now concluded that
‘he was just a KGB plant, Hurt dis-

covered. (Justice Department. offi-

cials later confirmed thls story. to
The Post.) :

Fedora always vouched for anoth-

ér Soviet defector, Yuri Nosenko,

" who arrived in the West in 1963 just

in time to assure our side that the

KGB had never paid any attention.

to_Lee Harvey Oswald when he was
in Russia, an assertion that Hoover
— among . others — was . eager to
embrace. The House Committee on
Assasainations concluded after hear-
- ing testimony from Nosenko that he
was a liar, a suggestion that seems to
be supported by the finding that

Fédora was a phony But Noeenko is :
still an’ employe in good standing of |

"the CIA. Well, that’s the spy biz.

I wrote the first newspaper story ;‘ »

£+ monov/Shiadrin tale, Hurt made one = °
startling discovery that has already

about: . Shadrin’s - disappearance in-

The Post in 1977, and met Mrs.
Shadrin, her lawyer and other play-

"ers in the drama at the time. I offer
that information here to justify a

‘little second-guessing of Hurt, al-

though he certainly spent a lot more -

‘time trying to figure out tlus mys-
terythanIhave

On two points — nexther of them

relevant to the outrageous treatment

Shadrin received from the United
States government — Hurt seems to -

be a little too credulous. First is on
the qualities of Shadrin himself,
whom Hurt lionizes in this book as a

brilliant, charming, patriotic man for '
all seasons (and for both sides of the
Soviet-American competmon) who

had no serious. flaws.
Perhaps this is so, but the -evi-

dence Hurt offers is not persuasive. I

" sensed in Shadrin an ambitious and

L1981 .

ambiguous man who suffered from
one of life’s cruelest afflictions, an

untealistic’ image of himself. After ¢
- committing the uniquely courageous, |

adventurous act of defecting from
his homeland, he seemed to expect

his new country, America, to give

-him at least as many -opportunities

as he had in the old one — not just

tunities. for government service in
secret work.

This wasn’t realistic or even sen- ’

sible, for it was unlikely that a de-

. opportunities in general, but oppor-

fector would ever be treated with full -
- confidence, eepeclally in the para-
noid world of espionage. Shadrin, it
appears, could never come to terms -

with this fact. Instead he fought rt,

.——y-‘ )—.-;-A- ey ,....d-,.-q,.e . A‘..-. anlean
o

\
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friends that he thought the success-
ful ‘completion' of his final mission to

'Vienna (the one from which he never

returned) would' lead to a securify
clearance at last. Thla was hxs
dream

. The second pomt on whlch Hurt

: seernstoocredulwstomelsthere- _
lationship between Shadrin and his.

*wife, Mrs. Shadrin told Hurt repeat-
-edly — as she told me in 1977 —

that she:knew her husband totally,

"knew exactly what was in his. mind.

Though’ she finally had to acknowl-

edge that he was conducting an elab-

~ orate intelligence operation without
“her knowledge' (she says he never
.discussed- the doublé-agent ‘scheme

with her), she equally insists that

“there: were no- lmportant secrets be-
‘tween them. -

Hurt never challenges her versron,

5 i
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years in-the ludicrous double- {(or'?r?
triple-, or whatever). agent game the
"CIA and FBI set for him. He told -

but her own story, as he records lt,.")
proves that it is incomplete. Partic-
ularly revealing is one stunning ad:
mission that Hurt drew out of her in .
" one of their long interviews. On one’
occasion, when she obvrously knew !
‘that something odd was going on,
Mrs. Shadrin opened a letter ad-
_dressed to her husband. It was ap-:
parently a coded message from a .
Soviet-agent, but she never discussed
it with her husband, ;
According to ‘her,. in " fact;- there’_

-were a lot of things she never dis- .

‘cussed with her husband. It ‘seems
implausible to ‘me that these two

people, who had to depend on each

his life.-

He probably is: dead' at feast I‘ B

. can’t - imagine “he /is_alive. : Leonid). ’
‘Brezhnev sent .a message to’ Presn;i &
..dent. Ford "saying 'Shadrin: hever .

-showed. up' for_ his "last schedul ‘.
meetmg with Soviet agents ir N
na. It is hard to lmagme

- sendmg such‘a message lf it wasn’t

true, since the meeting was to_take
_place in clear view of the*American ‘

~ Consulate inVienna. (No jone was '

watching, “however — another CIA
- blunder.) Hurt suggests the possibil- |

ity that the CIA killed Shadrin; Mrs, |

Shadrin’s lawyer has suggested it -
too. We will probably have to wait .

- for some future Soviet defector to -

“tell us the truth. But, wrll it be the :
truth?

s There " is another pOSSIblllty ;

Somewhere in Washington there are -
people who know :more.  ahout
Shadrin’s fate than- has yet been
learned.” Conceivably, one of those
people might: decide- it was time. to

-share his or herknowledge. This is a
-situation that cnes out for-a strategic
-leak, but for six years none has been

forthcomlng

_The relevnnt”congrees.xonal com-
mrttees might well. take- the radical’

.step. ot' doing their duty in this mat-

¥ other for all the emottonal (support
- that can usually be provided'by par: .-
*“ents,  children, relatives: and lifelong:’
fnends, could have survived in a new
““country without _sharing. everything
“'with each other. But"according " to B
Mrs. Shadrin, they "shared nothing : |
about. the crueially important secret: :
operation that. probably cost Shadrm g ;

= ey
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