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By Mlchael Dobbs
‘Washington Post Staff Writer
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. §gec:alagmtRobertMcQueenwas
: oonvmcedthattbeyotmgmanhehad
.iivifed to accompany him to FBI head-

1.... v

TYtiarters in Chicago was a Soviet spy. :
- “But'he ‘also knew -that' proving the
thargecf&pmagemfrontofam

*would be enormously difficult.

.L,Themseagamst’l'heodoreAlvm.

: .Knénlmmhles showed. that he had
handed over top secret information to .
- the Soviets while. workmg on the

"”"fngihgywholndbeenmedto‘nem'

ManhattanPtqectattheageoff
'I&Anexpemdmm torwho;

‘Bad worked on'some of-America

© . totghest; espionage cases; he: had N
' spent months sifting through Hall's |

nnil;keepmganeyeonhlshxshft-

a and observing his “irreguiar” |
. wnﬁ(l'nb:tsattheUmversxtyofClnm-

.JDB;;t Monen faced a problem that

. become familiar to.
%sseehngvgyexpkxt wha?m T

fre Aw(

now describe as one of the biggest

_ couﬁtenntelhgence breakthroughs of |
" the Cold War, The very existence of :
the ¢ode-breaking program known.as | -
'ngona was one of the nation’s most, |
gua.rdedsecrets Withott' cor-- |,

Tobofating evidence, McQueen would
b’eforwdtoletaSovxetagentgoﬁ'ee.

" Out of the several hundred Soviet .|

‘iggmmmtmmdmtheVenonamter-

cepts, publicly released early this year,
'fewetﬁlanlnlfhavebeemdenmdby
S counterintelligence. And out -of -

' &wastotbeUS.govemmentatthe'
tiing. - :

ﬂ:m:athmﬁ showsxstgl:laéthprose-said '

cuting spies i8 very, véry .

Harvey Klehr, author"of “The Sectet’
American Communism’

ﬂw,800rsopeoplewhowere1dentx~
fied-as Soviet agents, fewer than 10
were ever successfully prosecuted. - -

"‘«ﬁeFBI’sfmhxretobnngcharges
against Hall ‘and others raises ques- -
tions about the value of top secret in-: |
iamanon.ln‘tlhelongnm,somee:; 1
ety believe, Venona may prove tobe. *| |
.mreuseﬁ:ltohnstonaussednngto
: gggt;thedeﬁmtwe_story-ofaoon&oj

period in American history than
World of

75 ‘or have someone]lilv«vel!lthe for-
mer-Communist agent] ittaker
Chambers who

produced - typewritten. : |
atid handwritten material that could be |-

Itaced to [Alger] Hiss, it is very diffi-
gult to secure convictions.”

-aFBI records made public in recent’
months show that McQueen and other
h FBIagentsattemptedtogetHalland‘

'lﬁalleged to confirm in-

ting details contained in the

intercepts, but were unable to.
‘extract confessions, Now 71, Hall

. '&ltontohaveadlsnngulshed
ved:eUmtedStatesml%z In-_l.

aa

metT was convmced that Hall wis |
gullty, but T could never develop: |

to prosecute him.™

evidence X
83id McQueen, who has since retired.
ggdesmbedtbeﬂallmtterasoneof :

two unresolved cases that conitinue to

S&herhmafter25ymasanFBI ~
agent and 12 years as a judge. . - !
' Thedmrgesagamstﬂaﬂﬁrstm-'»

earlier this year when the Na- |
tianal Security Agency, the U.S. gov- |
_éfmment entity responsible for code |
h:ealnngpubhclyldent:ﬁedlumasthe"j

"anda’ |
-+ professar of political science at Emory
" . "Uttiversity. “Unless you catch them in- -

Unlockmg the Ctypts Sples Revealed
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&vntagentcodemmed“hﬂad’(l(u& |
sian for “youngster”). According to So~ |
viet intelligence documents, “Mlad”
nppedoﬁtheKremhnaboutthet&st-
"/ #iig of the first American atomic bomb:.
muly1945andbandedoverarough
wepnntofthedevxcetohlsSovxet
Oonmcts. . o
and Russnan documents

iidlicate that the Soviets had five or six
-, iifbrmants at Los Alamos, the most':
mportantofwhomwastheBnt:shnu-
dearphysxcnstKlausFuchs,whocon-
fissed to espionage in 1950 and was '
sentencedtolSyeemmmbya i
Bthshoourt.’l‘bedoamentssuggest ;
4t “Mlad” provided the Soviets with -

Euﬁantly more mformatu)n about
victed American at-

spnesmchasDavxtheenglass,or i
MsandEthelRosenberg,whowere

. Gfkcuted for treason in 1953, Another |

m informant,’ known by the
“Pers, hasnewerbemﬂen—

Z:Recently releused FBI documents
~ af interviews with investigators and :

Ey members have helped .to re:
e several  lingering mysteries E
govemment’s handling of

Hall case, lnclmhng the failure to *:

. ffisecute. The new information also

mds hght ori “the reasons. many '
of Hall's generation felt at- - |

uacmd to Communist ideology, to the .
" alent that some of them were pre- i,
to spy on: behalf of l_:he Soviet -

_Umon.

One ofthe key ptecu ofevndem:e '
against Hall is contained in- a-coded
message sent by the head of the Soviet
aplonagenetworkmNewYorktolus

- superiors.in Moscow in. November, :
o by Aopprage, vhichwas deco-
y American cryptographers. in |
1948 or 1949, referred to Hall by |
nameasa“talentedphymst”remnt |
ed from Harvard to work on the atom- / -
lcbe‘::bhmal.osmamos.ltde-
scril as having “an exceptionally
keen mmd" and bemng “politically de-
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~-Soviet connection, his friend Saville
Saxcouldalnmstserveasamsestudy

wm KGB recruiting techniques. He
- mnxeﬁ-omafamﬂyofpoorjewnshun-“

migrants who left Russia in 1914 dur-
,mg oné of the periodic antisemitic po-
"“groms carried out under the czars. His
parents settled in New York, living in
* an apartment bloc with dozens of other’
..sJewish farnilies and never really assim-
llatmg into American society.
“It was a very closed ooxmmmxty,

remlled Boria Sax, Saville Sax’s oldest

sm,ateadlermupstateNewYork.x

““They had a rather parancid view of
“ Kimerica. They identified American so-
cxetythhthepeoplewhowerer&

tually “barricaded themselves” into -

their New York apamnent. building,
and spent much of their time dreaming
about an idealized Russia that they had
left behind. They welcomed. the Bol--
shevik Revolution of 1917, viewing -
the Communists as the enemies of the

- hated czarist oppressor. This romanti-

cized view of Russia blinded the family
to the new waves of antisemitic perse-
cution under Josef Stalin.

The Venona transcripts mdxqate )

that Savillé Sax was introduced to So-

viet agents by his mother, Bluma Sax,

_who worked for a Communist front or-

ganization. “She ‘was basically a peas-

' ant woman who . . . looked up to Stalin-

| ,“We consider it |
‘expedient to. E
‘maintain lzazson SR
_ “with H[Theodore |
Awordmgtothemesmge,Hallde-v'. -
cnded to cooperate :lftgss Soviet m}tﬁh— gllvm Hall] thrOl%l |
gence the adee former - : %x |
vard gommate, Saville - Szltxa.m “&f ' [Szvllle ] a l
_consider it to main - . S
" son with Hiall stE.:]andnot not "ng’ln .
lmn anybody else, message bD d i
. ¢ S;msequentm&esagarefer ‘any yese' o z
”“““"”’“;3‘:‘" gty e e
» the: name
?:rx«(% man") Sax dmed in 1980 at age’ ", U.S, military’s Venona project ;
56 L
Whilethetensnothmgml—lall’sfam— FILE PHOTO/THE GUARDIAN
: See MLAD A19 Col.1 THEODORE ALVIN HAI.I. /
' - MLAD, f;mm ALS ‘ sponsxble for persecutmg the Jews m. :
' czarist Russia.” L
ilv background to suggest an obvious - Boria Sax said his grandparents vir



very highly, and thought that his re-
’ gime would put an end to antisemi- -
" tism,” recalled Saville Sax's former”

wife, Susan Peters. .
The FBI opened a major mvestha-
" tion into the Sax family in 1949, after
the names of Bluma and Saville Sax
showed up in intercepted Soviet intelli-
gence documents. Peters said she at-
- tributed the FBP's interest in her hus-
‘band to the McCarthyite paranoia that
turfied American society upside down

mthewlv’SOsmahuntforSowet :

BonaSaxdescrﬂJqdhlsfatherasa
“personfullofcontmdlcuons. “He had
a very. strong, vivid . imagination,” he

recalled. “He had all kinds of ideas .
about everything. A lot of them were
»crackpot someofﬂ;emweremsplred.

. He could be a ven impressive mte.llec-'

tual conversationalist, but he was un-

dxscxplmed and prone to vxolent fits of .

temper.”

.Saville Sax’é intuitive mtelhgence, .
helped get him accepted to Harvard at

the age of 17, wherehestrnckupa

friendship with Hall. Their former
Lowell House roommate, Roy Glau- "~
ber, who went on to work at Los Ala-

Zmosandbecomeaprofessoroftheo— '

retical phiysics. at Harvard, recalled

that Sax exercised a “mysterious influ-
ence” over Hall. Socially awkward and -
‘withdrawn from other students, Hall -

and Sax became natural soul mates.

' AfomnerLosA]amoscollwgue,ArQ
. nold Kramish, remembered Hall as be- "

ing into “screwball ideas,” such as mys-
ticism and commumsm Other

employees said Hall made fio attempt *

'to hide his left-wing svmpathm or, hlS

contempt for the U.S. Army. . : "5 1
HallandSaxremmnedfnendsafter;

‘ ‘the war, when both moved to Chicago.
_.Hallgotapbmtheblophysmdepm B
. ment of the University of Chicago. Sax
E _dnftedtmmpbtopb.WhentheFBI !

hauled’ them in for questioning on

-MarchlG 1951 Sax was a taxi driver.

Havmgworkedmothersplonage i

;ms&s, McQueen knew that his best

charice of getting Halltoconfuswas
10 obtain corroborating information
from other members-of the spy ring. -
Tinswasthetechnnueusedtobuﬂda

“tase_against'the Rosenbergs, who :

werealsome:monedmtheVemnam-

“tercepts. The key figure here was _'
HarryGold,whoservedasthemter- :

i
l, P !

“médiary between Soviet agents in

New York and the atomic bomb pro-.

‘ject in Los Alamos. 4 Cwe

“In order to get convictions {agaifist

~,HallandSax] we needed someone like
"Harry Gold,” McQueen recalled. *Un-

fortunately, we were unable to corrob-

~orate the information contamed.m

Venona.”

. Acoordmgtoreoentlyrel&seglFB[- )
records, the showdown with Halland =
Sax took place on' the afternoon of -
March 16, 1951, in Chicago. Thetvm

menwereplckedupsepamtelyhytwo

‘teamns of FBI agents and invited to.dis- -
‘ cuss “a matter pertaining to the.secu- .
ity of the United States.” For the next -

‘three hours, the agents sought to’trap

- them in inconsistencies or unguaidéd -
adrmssxonsthatoouldbeusedmhuild _
“a case against them, - :

They made little headway.

Both ‘men denied any th .
mespmageandwm:ldadnntonly;o, .
,vaguerecol]ecuonsabmxtthexracm-

thConsuhtemhewYork.butmsst‘

'-edthathehadonlvbeenmqumng

about the fate of his relatives back in

" Russia.

He denied ever meetmg the Sovxet'

t

i diplomat,. Anatoly. Yatskov, ‘who. was -

namedmtheVenmadocumentsaslns
controller.

Astheagentmchargeofthemse“' ‘

McQueen had the task of interrogating

_Hall.

ey

HewasabletogetHalltoadzmtf" '

. that, while working in Los Alamos; ke, - :
had met Sax in the nearby city of Albu-
querque, McQueen recalied. - - &%

This was a potentially damaging’ac-.
knowledgment, suggesting that Sax: . -
may have served as the initial coufier; .
to-Hall, butitmsnotnmrlyenough‘to, S
mount a prosecution. . " . -. - -

‘In

ficult to secure convictions against
Hall and Sax even if he-had been per
mitted tomakepubhcuseofthe

ona intercepts..

McQueensaldheﬁE-';
'hev&sthatltwouldhavebeenvergdlf

4L

“As -a-former- prosecutor,lmsee
real problems in getting this kindof
evidence admitted. into coust,”
McQueen said. “The court would waht -

“tp know-who intercepted the messag- .

" es, how they ‘Were decoded. It would

be very difficult to prove.” - i 2wt

- Hall has refused to discuss details of °
the case. But Sax family memberssaid . - -
that the FBI's interest in them shack-. . .
ened noticeably after 1951, and> Sax..
was never called back for questionifig;

Wheanasmg“b.Wﬁés
alwaysakmdofsupemunonmthe, !
family,” said Boria Sax. “We wer€’al-" ~
_ways careful about the pubhcatxo:&“ﬁe ‘
“subscribed to, abmxtthemaihngns&[v‘
we got on, about not getting-our name
mthepapers.lwasperplexedbythg. o

I thouzht it excessxve and stranze
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