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SUBJECT: Letter to the Russian C-overnment 	V- 

. 	.1; 	• 	. 	- 
Background  •-. . • 

Lee Oswald. spent almost three years in Russia.. I Almost - • 

our sole sources of information on these years are 

- . writings and • correspondence and Marina's testimony.. We. are • •: 
- • 

therefore preparing a letter to be sent to the Russian. . 
Government asking for additional information. • 

	

-* "..-- 	 ..• 
On 21 January 1994- the CIA sent us a. draft- of -such 

- lette.r. ..The State Department haS comMented that in its '.. 	••••" 
•

• 
•..• ''. • 	. 	- 	• • 	:•-• 

opinion 'the CIA .drat would. probably haVe ser-ious Ad.Tierse • . 	. • ' 	' ••• 	: ." --diploma:ale.  effects.-..Tne State Department feeIs'that the 

	

••••••'.": • ' 	CIA draft carries an inference. that we - suspect - that Oswald 

• : might have been an agent for the Soviet Government and that 

	

.. • 	• 3--• we a.re .asking_ the' Russian -Government. tO docti=ent 	•- •, 	-• 	• • 
• -- • • • . suspicions. The State Department feels that tine Russians : 	• • 

will-  not answer a letter of this kind, it least not trut112; 
fully; and that it trill also dopositiye harm in that they ..--: 

• . 	 : Will take offense at our sending it to them.. The Stat • • 

- • Department proposes ir_stead that we send a • ve.ry'short and.' 

. simple request for whatever.ir.formation the Russian 	- • 

.• • . Document Number 13_1 99. B . • . . 	. • 
. far FbiA ReAew an 

7.. 	• 



• 

Government cares to fUrnish us on LeF. Harvey Oswald. and 

his wife,• Marina. 

On 31 January .1964 Mr. Allen Dulles dropped. into =.1 

office to converse generally on the -foreign aspects of the 

assassination. At that time he made two points.,  

he felt tha

▪  

t we should. not release Marina's testimony= to 
• the general, public or.•  even to her attorney until after 

. 	• 
. had received our answers frac the Russian. Government. -  Ike .. 

feels that so long -as ',the Russians are in doubt as, to brim 

much. Nzrin4. disclosed, they may be under some pressure to 
• - 

give us accurate and moreror-less complete 
.• 	• 

Second,. 'Mr.: Dulles felt that we 'should not try to-trap-  the 
.•.- - , 	• 

Russians into giving us accurate or iricomplete-inforcmtion.. •• 
_ 

and that we should especially avoid giv

• 

ing -the Rassiani the 

:• :-.3pearance of - our trying to do - this: ..DF;;;;:' 

' that wherever we have information against which. we 'can-  check 
•.' 	' _ 	, 	. • 	.. 	- . 	-• --.• r 
tl.e Russian answers that we -indicate this fact.'-to the 

:Russians "in dor questions."ta them. 	

- 

Dullei -did nO-6..nt.eart....„.. 

. that we indicate 'to .  the Russians What our information 

but only that we indicate that we have it. -.During his!-_ -  

,..'converSation-.With me, Mr. Dulles said that he woUld..:send- hi.s•;`: 

draft o.T . the. CIA,  s. proposed letter to the ‘linssien.dovernment.' 

back to me as soon as possible with his• -CO=zen.ts noted on the' 
• 

margin. So far I have not received, this froM M.r . Dulles _ : 
• 

• 



Recommendations  

Ny inclination at the present time is that the'State 

Department's recommended approach is probably preferable to 
. 	. 

the'CIVe.. RoweVer, I would modify the State Department 
• • . 	. 

approaCh slightly by following the general request with a - 
•-• 

few 	very few 	specific questions. Za.esequestions' would 

be restricted to areas that were both importantto _us enci not-

such as to give material offense to the' Russians_ I think . 	_ 

that including a dew specific questions might even be hene— -.:. 

in that, if we were careful.  in the:choice of almi 

• drafting of these questions, we might successfully convey to 
• _ 	• • 	• . 	• 	• 	 • • • 

.the Rusaiam Government the impression that at the preseat'--  
•• 	• 

time at least :we were inclined to ,regard Oswald as neurotically 

' and personally' motivated in killing the President rather tkuum 
' 	' 	. 	• 	. 	 • 	• 	• 	• 	• 	. 

being,motivated by anything connected With the Russian.'-' :•'-': 
_ 	..... .., ... 	, . 

.-• . . Governtent..ryIn other words,' properly chosen '
, 
andi.:drafted.'‘-:-'4,7.7..-

4  . 
. ..- ......,. 	i 	_.--...,.. 	7..• • •:.;-•-... 	-,-...-..••:. - ,.. 	• 	.. 	, 	._, - -._-:-..:-....i...!•...,;:.:.-::::2:::-,•7•-:-...-:'-;;..-:.--.-•;,';..-1,::.::-.-4 -. ..„-:  

-• '. specific questions might serve to allay suspicion-rather-,:than . 

• arouse it. 	 :•••:.• . • . 	.. 	. _ 	 ... 	... - . 	-... 
' -- • With the foregoing general criteria7.-Ln. -rainci,7:-X Wauld: 

• . 	• 	. 	- 

. 	z 	• 
. . _ . 

including'specific questiont suCkai...the foilOirtagr 

' • We'wOuldlike to have: • - 
• , 	• 	 • 

'rCopies 'of all documents and records,  in7,con--•  

nectiOn with any hospitalizations and other 'medical' 

examinations 'and' treatments of Lee Harvey .0swald. and or- 4 

Mrs. Marina OsWald during hei adult life, including: 
. 	. 	- 	• 	• 	 . 
(1) Bis.treatment in'October 3:939 in Moscow 

• • 

• 7 
;A. 
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when according to his own diary, he : 

i was found unconscious in ,his hotel. 

room by intourist,Guide Rina Shirokova 
• _ 

after an attempted suicide. . 	 • •  
(2) Any examinations or...treatments made of 

Marina Oswald on or about October.'1961 

when, according to Lee 	Oswaltis . 	- . 	. 	. 	 • 	• 
:diary, Marina Oswald was treated for , 

. 	. 	. 	• 	- • - : 
nervous exhauStion.r:- . 	. 

2. The results of any physieil emmninations, 

psychological tests or :psych.Ologica.1 e;ceminationS Mace at any 

time on Lee Harvey- Oswald or Marina Oswald.. — 

3. .• 60pies of all cci=unications 	frazi 

Lee Harvey Oswald. with. atv organ' Or commission Of-:the Rusitan 

'Government. _in relation.ta his entering Russia and. Seeking 

. permission to reside there- and in i? 
• -,. 	•  	.• 	•-- 

-Ruislad oitizewu.thip dUring 'late 1959 and- thareaftei,..:%. - 

. Copies of all aonespondence to .and from. 
• -• . . •• •,..," 	•.' 

-Lee Harvey Oswald with any Organ. or commission. of the Russian 

OOvernient In reference 'to Oswaldi s efforts . ta::lealie 
••• . 	 . . 

and return to the United States 	- ;: 	 - ;r.  
5.f 'bopies of all correspondence to and from Mdrine . 	. 

Oswald in reference to her.attempts to leaye Russia and. - 	 ----• 
accompany her husband to the United Stites.  

6. Copies of the file on Lee Harvey.  Oswald. kept b 
• • 	 4 

the Soviet Consulate in Mexico City. 

/7-  
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C 
7. Copies of any records showing drunkenness, 

violence, disorderly conduct or other abnormal behavior on 
the part of Oswald, uhether or not criminal. : 

You will note that I have not asked in the foregoing 
questions (except for No. 6 and. No. 7)  for copies of inteknal 
memoranda minutes, etC.,as does the CIA draft.:.  

The - following questions might be asked, but I as incll-ted 

	

.to think that they are not important enough to warrant • 	- .-= 
probably offending the Sov-iet Government by includthg them: ' 

; 	•1. In the file furnished, to the United States ••. 	. 	. , :•• • 
. Government by the Soviet Government covering the correspor.d.ence:•:.-,  . 	. 

•_ 	• .1. between the Russian. Embassy.in  Wasington, D.. C., and. 
- 	• 	 • • 'Lee Harvey and Marina Oswald; there is a. letter dated- 

• 'July 9, -1962 frhur N. Reznichenko, Chief-or the Contulat;- 	• . 	- 	- 	• • A• Section, to Marina Oswald and a letter dated. Aug-ust-15,-. 1902 
to N. Reinichenko  from Marine Oswald. -Both letters refer to 

.. 	• 

• 

• a "For= Card No.. 118, and the letter dated August 15, 	• - .1962 	: 
states that the or Card has been filed. out and. is -inclosed. • 

' granted. Russian citizenship status by the Russian Government; 
.- 	• • -. 	 ' 	' 	 _ 

"• • • 

• 11.. 	. • ... • 	.• 	.• 	 -• 	 •• 
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. 	 . 	• 	 . 

• • 	. "-• -; - _   

••• • 

-•-"•;F-•••••-• 	• - • • 	• 
. 	• 	• 

. 	• 

, • • • 



• 

 if Oswald was offered such citizer.ship and he refused, 
copies of all correspondence to and from • Oswald on *this 
subject. 	 . • 

The CIA draft .includes certain' inquiries on Oswald' S., 
ownership of weapons in the Soviet' Union.. The CIA draft' does . . • not -go on to ask about his membership .  in the Minsk gun club,

•
which would. seem logically to follow in this context. David. •  

.Belin'has told me that he no longer regards.the issue of - 
Oswald's marksmanship as of primary.iMportance and that - 	• 	. - 	• • therefore, although he would welcome whatever additionaa.:-.--  7.7 • • ' 	

• 	:_. 

• 

• 

• • • .• 

• Ow 

S. 

. - - 

-evidence  we might obtain from the Russian Government as to - 
Oswald's skill with firearms,' he does not feel that this is 
a high-priority item. . In my on opinion, the. only other;::  
reason 	 . 	- 	- 	- - 	• • we might i?:ant to ask questions in. regard tc Oswaldfs. 

' firearms and/or hunting activities in the Soviet Union 
find, out whether the gun. club and these activities .were some 

...sort of cover-up for sabotage or espionage training..-;.- 
Certainly; if such was, the case,-.the RuSsiant will not admit 
it nor will they ftraish us any evidence from whiCh we can 7 

- _document _such. a conclusion on our . part. :Consequently, _. . 	-• - 
because trying to get information as to a /7cover-up"-...ts•h.ope-' 
less and because the marksmanghip angle is not crucial, I. .1 
recom.-end that we not question the Russian Government an the 
subject of _Oswald.'.s firearms and/or hunting activities in, ;. • 
Russia.. 

• • 
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