Speotrographic Plates

Series of memos, beginning 11/4/40, on their destruction.

Cleariy xeferonce is to ordinary and closod cases.
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Tbitially afber six monthe they'd be kept for three years prior to destruction, with
periodic reviews Nave,ber t and May 1 of each year.
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Esbe Tammy says "It 1is usually desirable to save them for court testimony purposes and
~ possihle refefence in future examdnatdons® for at leust the time then saved fors This
#0ea3 to dnddcate there could be coutinmuing meed %o hold, es for tostimenys

1/8/45 Baugtman to Coffey indicated that plates are kept for longer peripds with
soma of FEI's “outstending® cases and “active" onesy
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- wag destroyed wns recorded,

6233539 refarred to a8 "Spectrographic Plate £136" tn Sovdal 162. z/za/so, ;
Parsonn ¢ Eobo. -

OPls nmesorsays there ia a st of plabes on which the chemical slemenis are vecorded,
~ more of Jess standard plates, in adiitbon to thoss mide for examnetions Reforence plates.
. 1/12/55 Beach to Paxeons say that the Sjectrographic Unit holds plates for 6 months,
 affer which they are "haned over the RENXIXRK Iaboratory files where thoy are peld for
a pariod of five yesrs,..” It slso says the plates "are reviewed when testimony is red
quired” end "are normally taken to the trial.® (Pive yoars, statubo limitatdons)

2/1/56 Vnite to Paxsons, #1965, says “These plates are normallymeviewed imediately
price t0 & trials o o Means thoy ave held as iong a5 a cass is ctive, vhich JFK otdll is.

(Use of glass plates contiwned long after JFK sssassination. 1/5/70 holds reference
to uso of film, 10 inches leng.jut there are later references to glass plates,)

- 1/1/74 ¥1iiems to White says that plates "gre filed alphahetically in tho Instrument
Analymum...zmmﬁmp:mmtmmmm...nz/smmm.
tmswhmmmﬂwwwﬂwmmm{amﬂm. aps 4n originals,

As lobe an the last wecord prowidad, 1/11/80 (#293) Cramin to Herndon, these records
state that theplates are rrenerved as long an there way be need for testimony and that
they are taken to that testomony.



