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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053'5 :

November 26, 1969

¥r. Howard Roffman
8829 Blue Grass Road
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19115

Dear Mr. Roffmanm:

Reference is made to your letter dated
November 14, 1969, concerning the shape, size

" and fiber characteristics of the slit in the

button line near the collar of President
Kennedy's shirt and the possible presence of
residues on this shirt in the area of this
slit.

Each of the above was considered in
the FBI Laboratory's examinations of President
Kennedy ‘s shirt. These examinations, I assure
you, were thorough and inclusive and the
results are set out in the detail warranted
by the nature and physical condition and
composition of the shirt in the testimony of
Special Agent Robert A. Frazier in Volume V,
pages sixty through sixty-two, of the Hearings
before the President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy. In view
of this, it is the opinion of this Bureau

trnat further examinations would serve no useful

purpose; and, therefore, I regret that I am
upable to comply with your request.

Sincerely yours,
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12/18/69

Uear uewsrd,

Your . letters of tue 9th ond 1C0th have vslusblas enclosures. The djs-
honesty of tuex panel had teen establiched, That thoy write tn yeu | sttritute #o
¥our yesrs. ‘ou nave deone very well., The imp~risnt toing is the Cernes lettar
confirming what I've lon~ exrected 214 loaked far without finding, the exictence
of sepsrste reports. i'll cerry tais further and keen y:u informed. Thiv is where
We may te able t~ neil taenm in conrte Thie 18 tpe firat indication v widen I
mow ol these tuings, which i wee sure had to b the cese but sbout whicn I wag
unwiliing %e mate requests witucut rroof,

T,

I resd you lotters snd tie snclesures wiuen She aail CHNG. ] &uswér new
rather in nsste tiue other printse The wnole toing, &s you may remember I enphesized
in V& I1I, is semsntics. The nenel, did, in fact, reoart the fi= rapoacies they
found. iiayts not 211 of tuem, but saversl very importaat ones. They sre in the
clear on tnot. They exsmined everything nut nf context, =0 %ihey oro ia *he clenr
on tiate, Tasy tock other taen the vommission's me:ical conclusions 2nd eslled them,
the Jomission's mediesl conclusinng, =o they whistls nast that rmraveyerd, The
bbsnces ot sny by a-P projections is obvious from the list. I clobbered tinem for kK,
silence on that in Py IIT, %

Dick ean better infarm ven about the dizreral A+ framments, huy 114
be included to teliave fhere resting place de~ended on o nuncer ~f fse‘ars, sne
teinz energy, snnther belne deflection, ete. Thers iz np loubt whstever hullek
or bullsts vere usad bad to ait bones A& soon sg L spotted koth acxnowlaige-
mznts on Iragments + phoned Cyril, wao e=id et, wish tow Kind of btulle: they
costulsbe, ctuers is uo slternstive. Ineidently, ne told us exactly what us told
you prior tec court last Janusry, but toen He asked bud and me not to y-o it, uis
letter clesrs tuis up. '
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ST

Tuey will wuot admit it, but the panel was restricted, Tue lotters I
usve ere not to e tut to otaers.wEm + have them under restrictiocns, I %now
ons reciriction but an ple.iged to confidence on it.

; Jarnes lstter: reread it carefully. de talks only about tae cause nf

§ death, not whot hanenede...lf liorpen is risnt, the shot was from the front, the
resr weund bed te Usve been of exib, of there was s suob from behind the presidang

in the peving or somevwhers. Or I am srong in my aprroximste of the Tth earvical vert,
. Thothiz higher tasn whet 1 heave eatebiiched as toe point of tuis wound, resr, that is.
8 Cf course, with but zne projection, there is neo way of @~wing if ocne fpagsment
megted ctiuers...,The laet =entonce in Fisuer's second raragrpal nsy help nang him.
Notice that a1l ta= bums Teiled to iandicats ¥o you ihe extent of fregmentation. now
man, 20€ lurge.....e sleo neve rescon to telieve the punel members 25y Neve copiea
of tieir werk before tne IJ went to work om it (Carnes ll/l?A. ¥e'll see what

Vorran says...-io-ver letter. isn % it wondaerful to be God? 4nd infsllible! I've had
Qo enewer Yo my inquiry about specisl pictures. If I do not zet it, we'll add +that

tn the suits,

T

“raz er's %C teogtimony is even mors sxplicit. Use
it. “e Beid it hsd not marks on it et 211, ond even coarse eloth ar leether
would hove merked 399....Thatiis not = high velocity bulle-. lediun only. Frezier
hzard this false description just sem long snl then had +n correct it,

E

Joy: he to~k the Commigeinn as face volue snd worked backward, no more.
I dn not subseribe tn much ¢ nis belisf, but 1 sent it £ you beesuse znme Al i+ tg
interesting, However, it ie possible to argue if the Commission is right the sh-%

B2d 10 have come from s direction endin 18ve filed the corres, ungr
Jenel 1f we refer to 11 smain, mumer .o b o0 S50 garege, e




