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(U
P

I) —
 A

 case-by-case review
 

w
as o

rd
ered

 to
d

ay
 o

f all "ex
-

p
ert" testim

o
n

y
 g

iv
en

 d
u

rin
g

 
th

e p
ast eig

h
t y

ears in
 m

u
r-

d
er, rap

e, b
u

rg
lary

 an
d

 ro
b

-
b

e
ry

 c
a
se

s b
y

 a
 rtitu

c
te

d
io
;
  lice crim

e_ laboratory 
 echni-

clan w
ho adm

itted she 
eiZ

w
alificatim

v  to
 g

e
t th

e
 

job. 
D

ist - t A
tto

rn
• A

rl S
e
c
-

said
 i is im

p
o
ssi 

ju
s h

o
w

 m
an

y
 cases th

is in
- volves. 

S
h
e 

h
as b

een
 an

 ex
-

pert w
itness for so long. H

ow
-

ev
er, I can

 say
 it w

ill in
v
o
lv

e 
a great deal of cases." 

H
e said

 th
ere w

as a p
o

ssi-
b
ility

 th
at m

an
y
 cases w

h
ere 

A
g

n
es D

o
u

g
las, 5

3
, testified

 
m

ay
 h

av
e to

 b
e retried

. 
A

s a lab
o
rato

ry
 tech

n
cian

, 
M

rs. D
o
u
g
las h

as ex
am

in
ed

 
fibers of clothing, blood stains 
and flecks, paint, and dust sam

-
p
le

s, a
n
d
 o

th
e
r b

its o
f e

v
i-

d
en

ce to
 lin

k
 crim

in
als w

ith
 

th
eir crim

es. 
In som

e cases, her testim
ony 

w
as cru

cial in
 co

n
v

ictio
n

s o
f 

m
urderers, rapists, robbers and 

b
u

rg
lars. 

S
h

e sh
o

ck
ed

 a - co
u

rtro
o

m
 

W
ed

n
esd

ay
 d

u
rin

g
 a m

u
rd

er 
trial, w

h
en

, u
n

d
er o

ath
 as an

 
"ex

p
ert" w

itn
ess, sh

e ad
m

itted
 

sh
e falsified

 h
er q

u
alificatio

n
s 

2
1
 y

ears ag
o
 o

n
 a city

 H
ealth

.  
D

epartm
ent job application by 

stating she w
as a biology-chew

= 
istry

 g
rad

u
ate o

f T
em

p
le U

n
i-

v
ersity

 an
d
 a certified m

edical 
technician. 

N
ine years ago, she obtained 

th
e crim

e lab
o

rato
ry

 jo
b

 w
ith

 
th

e P
o
lice D

ep
artm

en
t, w

h
ich

 
pays $7106 annually. 

H
er ad

m
issio

n
 w

as d
raw

n
 

o
u

t b
y

 A
tto

rn
ey

 Jo
h

n
 P

atrick
 

W
a
lsh

, 6
0
, w

h
o
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 a

 
p

ro
m

in
en

t d
efen

se law
y

er fo
r 

alm
ost 30 years. 

W
alsh

, arm
ed

 w
ith

 h
er city

  personnel records subpoenaed 
from

 the city and outside infor-
m

atio
n

, p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t th
e d

is-
crep

an
cies in

 h
er b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 
and she adm

itted she never at-
tended T

em
ple U

niversity nor 
w

as a certified m
edical techni-

cian. 
M

rs. D
ouglas' adm

ission cam
e 

sh
o
rtly

 after sh
e h

ad
 testified

 
th

at h
airs sim

ilar to
 th

o
se o

f 
an accused m

urderer w
ere S

im
-

ila
r to

 th
o
se

 fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

bloodstained undergarm
ents of 

a w
o
m

an
 w

h
o
 w

as stran
g
led

 
in

 a h
o
tel ro

o
m

. 
D

r. E
d
m

u
n
d
 J. B

u
rk

e, h
ead

 
o

f th
e crim

e lab
o

rato
ry

 an
d

 
h

er im
m

ed
iate su

p
erio

r, said
 

she w
as "one of the best" crim

-
in

al lab
o
rato

ry
 tech

n
ician

s in
 

th
e N

atio
n
. H

e said
 h

e saw
 n

o
 

reaso
n

 w
h

y
 sh

e co
u

ld
n

't co
n

-
tin

u
e at th

e lab
o
rato

ry
 as an

 
in

stru
cto

r b
ecau

se "sh
e is b

et-
ter th

an
 an

y
o

n
e W

e co
u
ld

  tfb- tain
 o

n
 th

e o
p
en

 m
ark

et as an
 

in
stru

cto
r." 

F
u

rth
er in

 h
er d

efen
se, D

r. 
B

urke said that w
hatever qual-

ificatio
n
s sh

e listed
 w

h
en

 sh
e 

to
o

k
 th

e jo
b

 w
ith

 th
e H

ealth
 

D
epartm

ent, "she is to
p
s in

 h
<

 
field

. S
h

e started
 fro

m
 scratch

 
an

d
 im

p
ro

v
ed

 h
erself b

y
 read

-
in

g
 an

d
 g

o
in

g
 to

 sch
o
o
l." 

M
rs. D

o
u
g
las testified

 as an
 

expert several years ago in the 
case o

f a h
an

d
y
m

an
 w

h
o
 w

as 
sen

t to
 th

e electric ch
air in

 th
e 

sex-slaying of a teenage girl. 
T

he A
m

eriacn C
ivil L

iberties 
U

nion said her "false testim
ony 

certain
ly

 tain
ts th

e ev
id

en
ce 

an
d
 p

resen
ts a g

reat d
o
u
b
t as 

to the credibility of all her tes-
tim

ony." 
M

rs. D
o
u
g
las said

 sh
e falsi-

fied her qualifications because 
"I n

eed
ed

 th
e jo

b
 an

d
 p

u
t it 

d
o

w
n

 b
ecau

se I h
ad

 a sp
ecial 

k
in

d
 o

f train
in

g
." 


