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RATHER: One of the men Mr. Epstein interviewed for his
"Inquest" is Arlen Specter, now District Attorney cf _
Philadelphia, but in 1964, one of the principal investigators
for the Warren Commission, charged with establishing the basic
facts of the assassination. Mr. Specter thinks the Commission
did its job weéll and came up with the right answers,

SPECTER: I would say after having prosecuted a great many
cases that seldom would you ever find a case which was as
persuasive that Oswald was the assassin and, in fact, the lone
assassin, and we convict people in the criminal courts every
day right here in City Hall, Philadelphia. And the times the
death penalties are imposed or life imprisonment - so that -
so that the case does fit together.

RATHER: In separate interviews we asked critic Epstein and
investigator Specter to discuss some of the central issues

that must determine how well or how badly the Warren Commission
did its work. ‘ :

EPSTEIN: Part of the job of the Warren Commission was restoring
confidence in the American government. And for this he had to
pick seven very respectable men, men who would lend their name
and lend probity to the report. And so that the problem was,

in any seven men he picked of this sort, they would have very
little time for the investigation.

They would also have two purpodses. One purpose would be to
find the truth, all the facts. The other purpose would be to
allay rumors, to dispel conspiracy theories and material of
that sort. ‘

SPECTER: My view is that there is absolutely no foundation for
that type of a charge. When the President selected the
Commissioners, he chose men of unblemished reputation and very
high standing. The.Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United Stated would have no reason whatsoever -to be expedient
or to search for political truths. Nor would Allen W, Dulles,
the former head of the C.I.A., nor would John MceCloy, with

his distinguished service in government, nor would the
Congressional or Senatorial representatives.

Now, the same thing . was true of the staff members. When it
came time to select the individuals to serve as assistant
counsel and general counsel, men were chosen from various
parts of the United States who had no connection with
government. '

EPSTEIN: For example, there were rumors concerning the F _B.I.
.or various intelligence agencies. I noticed that there were
a number of memorandums where the--where--from Warren to the
Secretary of the Treasury, who was in charge of the Secret
Service, assuring that their findings wouldn't impair the
efficiency or the morale of the Secret Service. And the same
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thing again with the F.B.I., a question of whether there was
€ver any possible connection between Oswald—-and by connection

intimately connected, I was fully satisfieq wlth their
thoroughness and with their Competency and with their integrity.

CRONKITE: Despite Mr, Specter!s defense,-it is the opinion of
CBS NEWS that the role of the F.B.I, as well as the Secret
Service, both in the assassination ang its aftermath, has been
less than glorious, And, to some éxtent, the performance of

the assassination, we need look no further than the Report
itself, o

along the Troute, and that, Quote: "The brocedures of the
Secret Service, designed to identify ang Protect against
bersons considereq serious threats to the President, were not
adequate Prior to the assassination," end of quote, That is,
the Secret Service shoulg have known about Lee Harvey Oswald.,

the President, Yet, after the assassination, the Commission
itselr relied heavily on these two agenciles ags jtg investigative




September 8, 1967

Mr. Arlen Specter

District Attornesy

666 City Hell

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Deer Mr. Specter:

In your letter of July 1l you said, "I have
full confidence in the accuracy of all the statements
which I made concerning the work"™ of the Warren
Commission,

Restricting myself to what you said on CB3,
I sent you photocopies of your statements that are
palpably false.

In your letter of September 5, you reiterate
your claim for "accuracy”.

This is the way the record stands. It is
your affair, your decision.

Sincerely,

Harold welsberg



DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
666 CITY HALL

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19107
ARLEN SPECTER
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

September 5, 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg
20q d'Or Fress
Hyattstown, Maryland 20734
Dear Mr. Weisberg:
I have your letter of August 29.
In my view, my letter to you of July 11,

1967 requires no amplification.

Simgerely,

ARLEN SPECTER
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My, Harold Welisberg
Coq d'2r Press

Fyattstown, Maryland 20734
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In5tead, we asked Arlopn Spectsd, Assisiant Counsel to the
Coammiszsion, and now District At%a?ney of Philadeiphia, and the
author of %he single bullet theory.

SPECTER: The possibility of one bulist having inflicted the
wourds on both the President’s neck and the Governor's body
came in a very gradual way. For example, the first insight
was given when Dr., Humes teatified, based on his autopsy findirzr.
ind at that time 1t was made clear for thas first time that the
pullet tha$ went through the President's neck hit no bone, hit
no solid muscle. And, according to Dr., Humes, came out with
great velocity. .

sow, it was at that juncture that we wondered for the firs- °
what happened to the bullet. Where did the bullet go? The
probability is that 1t went into Governor Connally, because i*
struck nothing else in the car. That is the single most
convineing piece of evidence, that the one bullet hit both mer,
because looking down the trajectory, as I did through Oswald's
own rifle, and others did too, the Erajeétory wag such that it
was almost certain that the bullet which came out of the
President's neck with great wslocily would have had to have hit
either ths car or somsone in Uhe caw,

[AlHER: It stated in the Warren Commission Report that belie?
ir the single bullet theory is, quoie, "not essential"” - end of
quotation - to support in the concluslon of the Warren Commicsi
Report.

Now, can you describe for us any other theory, besides the
single bullet theory, that would support the conclusions in
the Heport? ,

SPECTER: The Commission concluded that it was probdbable that
cne bullet inflicted the wound on the President's neck, and

all of the wounds on Governor Connally. But you could have
three separate bullets striking under the sequence as we know
them. FOr example, the President could have been struck at
frame 186 of the Zapruder film, which is a number given to the
capruder film. Then Governor éonnally could have been stru-ck
some 42 frames later, which would be a little over two and a
quarter seconds at about frame 228 or 229; and then the third
snot could have hit President Kennedy's head at frame 313, wrlic’
was pretty clearly established. So that it is not indispensabl-
to have the single bullet conclusion in order to come to the
basic finding that Oswaid was Cthse scls assassin,

CRONKITE: The Commission's dilemma lay in the’fact that 1t he.u
to chooss between two unpalatable alternatives in order to make
:ts case stand up. Having decided that three shots were fired,
and having three sets of wounds to explailn, the Commission cou. '’
on'y find either that all three shots hit their marks, or thar
cue of the three bullets nit two men.
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"irgquest" is Arlen Specter, now District Attorney of
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Ior the Wwarran Commission, charged with establishing the
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30 that the case does fit together,

4ATHER: In separate interviews we asked criric Epstein g0
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thing 82ainm with the F.8.1., & cueatisn 8% vhether thars was
ever any possible scnnestisn betwesn Sswald--npd by conmeetion
I den't mean anyiies £daistar, I simply meant that ha was
furnishing informaticn and thera were SCl2 Tumors to this
effect--and they, rather than invesiigating these rumors, they
preferred to givs i% to the £.8.1I. to invaatigats ths rumors
themselves. A3 J. Las Rankin, their Gemeral Counsel, said

they would rather that agency clsar its own skirts. Well,
what this meant, of course, i1s that if the F.B.I., would have
discretion if 1% did find a comnsciion batwssn Oswald and
i%salr' the discration of eithar reporiing 1t or mst reporting

SPECTER: In the main, ths F,38,I, conductad the basic line of
investigation, But the Commission used its independent
judgment wherever, say, ths F.B.I, or the Secret Service was
involved itself so Chat they would not invostizate themselves
on the subjscts whers they wers directly involved, and I think
the Commission showed its indepandence in that regard by
criticizing the Federal Burasu of Invastigation and by . -
criticlizing ths S2crst Service whare the facts warranted such
criticism, .

On every subjsct whers ths Faderal Bursan of Invastigation had
contact with the arsa of investigation with which I was
intimately connectad, I was fully satisfied with their
thoroughness and with ¢heir toapetency and with thelr integrity.

CRONKITE: Despite Mr., Specteris dafenss, it is the opinion of
CBS NEWS that ths yols of the F.B.I. as well es ths Secvet
Service, both In the assasslnation and its aftermath, has been
less than glorious, 4and; to soms extent& the perlorpance of
thess agenclas wesksas the ersdibility of the Warven Report.
As to what ths P.B.I. and the Se2cret Servics did wrong before
the assassination, we need look no furthsr than ths Report
itself,

1t notes the Secret Servica agsnts assigned to protect the
Presidsnt had bsen drinking bhasr and liguor into the early
hours of the morning, that no search was made of buildings
along the route, and that, quote: "Thes procedurss of the
Secret Service, designed %c idontify and protect against
persons considered serious thrsats to the President, were not
adequate prior te tha agssassination," end of quote., That is,
the Secret Service should havs known about Les Harvey Oswald,

But the Report goes on to point out that Lf the Secret Service
did not know abcut him, tha F.B.I, did, and did not see fit to
mention his existence to the Sacret Service, The Teport issues
~a mildly phrased ys¢ devastating rebuke to the F.,B.I., chargi:u
that 1t took an unduly restrictive view of its responsibilities.
Knowing what the F,B.I. knew about Oswald, the Report says, an
alert agency should have listad him as o potential menace to

the President, Yet, after ths assassination, the Commission
itself relied heaviiy on thess two agencles as 1ts investigative
HIrms.
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Mr. Harold Weisberg
o d'0r Fress
Hyattstown, Maryland 20734
peéar Mr, VWeisberg:
I have your letter of August 29,
In my view, my letter %o yéu of July 11,

1967 requirss no amplification.
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August 29, 1367

Mr. Arlea =pecter
Room 666, City Hell
Fhiladelphia, Peansylvania 19107

Dear Mr. ‘pecter:

It 1s inevitabls thst I will be writing about the GBS shous in uhich
Jou partiolipated. I cannot, therefore, allow your letter of July 11
to go without response. :

In 1t you seen to limit Jour claim of not having 1led to thase CB3

shows in saying, "Contrery to your viow, I have full confidence in the
‘@scuracy of all the ststements whioch I bave made concerning the work

of the President's Commission on the Asseasination of Presfdent EKonnedy. "

3o there may be no doudbt in Jour mind what you did say end what I shall
be writing about, I enclose herewith photocoples of page 1L of the second
CB3 show and peges § and 6 of the fourth. I esk Jou to affirm that each
aod every one of those statements is scourate, is complete enough, and
thet et the time you mede them end CBS aired them you 80 believed.

Because of the use to which GBS Put your statement cn "thres separate
bullets atriking” both men, without reforence to the "miased" shot, a
ugse that must have been sppareat at the time you mede it, I further

ask you to affird that this is a complete responss ant that you sericusly
regard your sllegation that s soparate bullet could have struck Govarnor
Connally while two different bullets struck the President and thus "it
1z not londispensadle toc Mave the » o bullet conclusion in ordar to
Come to the besic finding that Osweld was the sole assessin” as a fair,
honest and complete encugh staetement, in accord with all of the facts

85 you know them and as the Commission's Report, printed ovidencs and
files record them.

In the event your lstter of % was not intended to limit your cleim

of not having lied %o the CBS 8, I will be happy to send you copies

of earlier stetements attributed to you, sush ss by UPI and U,.3. Neuat
opportunl 3

and wWorld Report, for ths purpose of providing you with the
of effTralng or denglng e

I note that on pege 14 you say that "tha Commission concluded" that one
bullet iaflicted all seven non-fatal injurles., If you would care to

Simverely,

Herold Weisberg



DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
bid6 CITY HALL
FRHILADELPHIA PEMNNSY._VANIA 13107

July 11, 1967

Mr, Haroid Weisberg

ccg 4'0r Press

Hyattstown, Maryland 20734
Jear Mr. Weisberg:

While I do not know whether any exchange of
rurrespondence is at all useful in view of our
diametrically opposed positions, I do wish to
arvaowledge your letter of June 27.

Contrary to your view, I have full confidence
in the accuracy 6f all of the statements which I
have made concerning the work of the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President -
Kernaedy.

Sincerely,

ARLEN SPECTER
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July 11, 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg

Coq d'Or Press

Hyattstown, Maryland 20734
Dear Mr. VWeisberg: .

While I do'not know whether‘any exchange of
cofrespondence is at all useful in view of our
diametrically opposed positions, I do wish to
acknowledge your letter of June 27.

Contrary to your view, I have full confidence
in the accuracy of all of the statements which I
have made concerning the work of the President's
Commission on the Assassination of Preside;t
Kennedy. |

cerely

it QP ER

AS Twmw

s e e UG A S e A vt s s e s e 11 i O S R 4 K



