
A
u

th
or O

f 'W
h

itew
ash

' 	
D

 afft 	
frA

dcc 

K 1. 
	

A 
en

n
ed

y A
u

to
p

sy D
ata A

ccess U
rg

ed
 

B
y A

. W
. G

eiselm
an, Jr: 

a 	
T

he author of a book criticizing the W
ar- 

' ren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 said

 to
d

ay
 th

at serio
u

s 
scholars on the topic of the K

ennedy assas-
sination should

.  b
e p

erm
itted

 to
 stu

d
y
 

X
-rays and photographs of the late P

resi-
dent's autopsy. 

H
arold W

eisberg, author of "W
hitew

ash," 
said that, otherw

ise, the announcem
ent 

T
uesday that the K

ennedy fam
ily had re. 

. leased the X
-rays, negatives and tranapar-. 

encies to the N
ational A

rchives is m
ean- 

• 
ingless. 

H
e described the announcem

ent as an 
- effort by a G

overnm
ent under pressure "to 

give the im
pression it has nothing to hide 

w
hile it is hiding things." 	

' 
In D

.C
. T

o Protest 
, 	

H
e said 

he 
h
as g

o
n
e to

 th
e N

atio
n
al 

A
rchives in W

ashington to protest the de-
!, cision to lim

it for 
five years access to the 

X
-rays and photographs to official G

overn-
. m

ent investigative bodies except w
ith spe-

cific approval of the K
ennedy fam

ily. 
M

r. W
eisberg's com

m
ents follow

ed the 
announcem

ent by the Justice D
epartm

ent 
that the autopsy data w

as being released 
to the custody of the G

overnm
ent by the 

K
ennedy fam

ily at the G
overnm

ent's re-
quest. 

T
he G

overnm
ent spokesm

an adm
itted 

; that the recent publication of books raising 
questions about the com

m
ission's findings 

had som
ethineto.do" w

ith the request. 
E

v
en

 after th
e fiv

e-y
ear p

erio
d
, th

e 
spokesm

an said, access to the X
-rays and 

photographs w
ill be considerably lim

ited 
• and that critics of the com

m
ission findings 

H
A

R
O

LD
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ER
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probably w
ould not qualify as persons to be 

granted such access. 
H

e said, how
ever, that It w

ould be pos-
sible for these critics to designate qualified 
pathologists to study the data after this 
period. 

D
esignate P

athologists . 
M

r. W
eisberg's publication is am

ong a 
n

u
m

b
er o

f recen
t b

o
o

k
s an

d
 m

ag
azin

e 
articles questioning the com

m
ission's find-

ing that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as solely re-

sponsible for P
resident K

ennedy's death. 
M

r. W
eisberg, 53, a form

er new
spaper  

m
an and U

nited States Senate investigator, 
lives on a farm

 in H
yatistow

n in M
ontgom

-
ery county. H

e said he began his book im
-

m
ediately after the assassination. 
"T

he transfer of the X
-rays and photo-

graphs is m
eaningless because of the con-

ditions surrounding them
," M

r. W
eisberg 

said today. "T
he G

overnm
ent from

 the very 
beginning had access to the evidence in the 
pictures and has not used them

. 
A

ccess N
eeded, H

e Says 
"W

hat is needed now
 Is access to the 

X
-rays and photograph's of the autopsy by 

those infinitely fam
iliar w

ith the evidence, 
not beginning five years hence w

ith access 
by uninform

ed pathologists w
ho know

 
nothing about the case." 

T
he X

-rays, and photographs in them
-

selves can add little to the know
ledge of the 

case except to confirm
 testim

ony of doctors 
at the com

m
ission hearings, he said. B

ut, 
he said, in the hands of persons such as 
him

self and others w
ith intricate know

ledge 
of the assassination such data can be placed 
in their proper context and "he quite val-
uable." 

A
 look at the X

-rays and photographs, 
M

r. W
eisberg said, m

ight clear up w
hat he 

described as "the unresolved conflict of 
testim

ony" of pathologists appearing be-
fore the com

m
ission as to the entrance 

point of the first of tw
o bullets hitting the 

President, 
P

oint O
f E

ntrance 
H

e pointed out that a chart apparently 
m

ade at the tim
e of autopsy show

ed the 
first bullet hit the P

resident,  in the back. 
Y

et, he noted, doctors also presented the  

com
m

ission w
ith an artist's' draw

ing show
- 

ing that the bullet entered the neck. 	
- 

T
he point of entrance is im

portant, M
r.!, 

W
eisberg said, because It could, w

hen corn: 
pared w

ith w
hat som

e experts believe w
as 

th
e ex

it h
o
le ju

st at th
e k

n
o
t o

f th
e 

P
resident's tie, indicate the height front 

w
hich the gun shooting the bullet w

as fired.. 
T

h
e lo

w
er th

e en
tran

ce w
o

u
n

d
 in

 th
e - 

P
resident's body the less likely w

as the 
possibility that the sam

e bullet also hit 
T

exas G
ov. John B

. C
onnally, M

r. W
eisberg . 

said..  
H

e pointed out that the slug w
hich hit the 

G
overnor apparently w

as m
oving at 

dow
nw

ard angle, hitting him
 In the back, 

exiting through the chest, passing through 
his w

rist and striking his thigh. 
M

ajor Q
uestions 

T
he m

atter of how
 m

any bullets w
ore 

fired at the presidential car has been a 
m

ajor question raised by M
r.-W

eisberg and 
the other authors, 

T
he com

m
ission stated that it had been 

persuaded by the evidence that the urns 
bullet w

hich first hit P
resident K

ennedy., 
also hit G

overnor C
onnally. T

his w
ould cos.,. 

form
 w

ith the com
m

ission's finding that 
O

sw
ald alone did the shooting from

 the 
sixth floor of the T

exas B
ook D

epository.. 
If the tw

o officials w
ere hit by separate 

bullets there w
ould have had to be tw

o 
assassins because w

ith the type of rifle . 
used by O

sw
ald he could not have snapped 

off tw
o shots in so short a span, M

r. W
eis-

berg and others have claim
ed. 

. M
r. W

eisb
erg

 said
 th

at so
 far as h

e 
know

s the X
-rays and photographs of the , 

autopsy w
ere never form

ally presented to , 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 an

d
 are n

o
t p

art o
f its,  

record. 

f - 

r. 


