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Specter defends suspended staient 
H

igh school senior punished for questions about .IFK
 assassination 

A
sso

ciated
 P

ress 

W
IL

K
E

S
-B

A
R

R
E

, P
a. —

 A
 

high school senior w
as suspended 

for five days for blurting out ques-
tio

n
s ab

o
u

t th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 assassi-
n

a
tio

n
 to

 S
e
n

. A
rle

n
 S

p
e
c
te

r, 
R

-P
a., during an assem

bly. 
S

pecter has com
e to M

ario R
o-

m
anelli's defense, urging W

ilkes-
B

arre A
rea S

chool D
istrict S

uper-
in

ten
d

en
t Jeff N

am
ey

 to
 g

o
 easy

 
on the 18-year-old. 

"A
 certain

 am
o
u
n
t o

f sk
ep

ti-
cism

 is a v
ery

 h
ealth

y
 th

in
g

 in
 

A
m

erica. I th
o

u
g

h
t h

e w
as w

ell 
w

ith
in

 th
e ap

p
ro

p
riate b

o
u

n
d

s," 
S

pecter w
rote in a letter to N

am
ey. 

R
om

anelli said he w
as punished 

b
ecau

se h
e q

u
estio

n
ed

 S
p
ecter 

shout his role in the W
arren C

om
-

m
ission, w

hich investigated the as-
sassination of P

resident K
ennedy. 

B
ut N

am
ey said R

om
anelli w

as 
disciplined because he blurted out 
questions w

ithout raising his hand 
w

h
ile S

p
ecter w

as m
ak

in
g

 h
is 

opening rem
arks. 

"It's not an issue of freedom
 of 

"in A
m

erica, w
e w

ant to 
encourage this kind of 

exchange, not discourage 
it through the possibility 

of a suspension." 

S
en

. A
rlen

 S
p

ecter 

speech; it's an issue of how
 he han-

d
led

 h
im

self," N
am

ey
 said

. "T
h
e 

sen
ato

r d
id

 n
o

t tak
e o

ffen
se, an

d
 

for that, I'm
 happy. B

ut it w
as of-

fensive, and it w
as inappropriate." 

A
t T

h
u
rsd

a
y
's a

sse
m

b
ly

 a
t 

C
oughlin H

igh S
chool, R

om
anelli 

h
ad

 ask
ed

 S
p

ecter ab
o

u
t th

e so
-

called "m
agic bullet" thepry. 

In 1964, as a staff law
yer for the 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

, S
p

ecter 
sp

earh
ead

ed
 a co

n
tro

v
ersial th

e-
o

ry
 th

at a sin
g

le b
u

llet b
it b

o
th

 
K

en
n

ed
y

 an
d

 T
ex

as G
o

v
. Jo

h
n

 
C

onnally. 

H
is w

ork led the com
m

ission to 
conclude that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

w
as the lone assassin. 
R

om
anelli is a history buff w

ho 
believes there is a conspiracy be-
hind K

ennedy's assassination. T
he 

teen
-ag

er "h
an

d
led

 h
im

self en
-

tire
ly

 p
ro

p
e
rly

," a
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

, 
S

pecter. 
"B

eyond M
r. R

om
anelli, I think 

it w
ould have a decisive, chilling ef-

fect on other students w
ho seek to 

ask
 q

u
estio

n
s u

n
d

er sim
ilar cir-

cu
m

stan
ces," S

p
ecter w

ro
te. "In

 
A

m
erica,, w

e w
an

t to
 en

co
u
rag

e 
this kind of exchange, not discour-
age it through the possibility of a 
suspension.' 

N
am

ey
 said

 h
e an

d
 C

o
u

g
h

lin
 

P
rin

cip
al W

illiam
 S

ch
w

ab
 d

is-
cussed S

pecter's letter but did not 
ch

an
g

e R
o

m
an

elli's su
sp

en
sio

n
, 

w
hich began F

riday. N
am

ey said 
th

e len
g

th
y suspension "is an ac-

cu
m

u
latio

n
 o

f ev
en

ts," b
u
t h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t d

iscu
ss R

o
m

an
elli's 

reco
rd

. R
o

m
an

elli can
 retu

rn
 to

 
school on F

riday 
R

om
anelli said that he couldn't 

A
P tefJO

E
L

 R
E

N
N

IC
H

 

Sen. A
rlen Specter, R

-P
a., said

 a h
igh

 
sch

ool sen
ior w

h
o q

u
estion

ed
 h

im
 

"
h

an
d

led
 h

im
self en

tirely properly." 

believe that P
ennsylvania's senior 

senator had com
e to his defense. 

"T
h

at's am
azin

g
," h

e said
. "I 

d
id

n
't th

in
k
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e Io

n
 m

y
 

side] but, w
ow

." 


