
S
e
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. A

rle
n

 
S

p
e

c
te

r joins 
the critics of 
A

ttorney 
G

en
eral Jan

et 
R

eno. 
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It w
as a turnabout for the senator. H

e pointed to the handling of R
uby R

idge case. 

Specter asks hearings on R
eno's perform

ance 
B

y C
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 Sen. A

rlen Spec-
ter, w

h
o

 a few
 m

o
n

th
s ag

o
 w

as 
praising Janet R

eno for her w
ork as 

atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral, h

as n
o
w

 jo
in

ed
 

the ranks of her critics and is call-
ing for hearings on her job perform

-
ance. 

In criticizing R
eno, S

pecter cited 
the am

ount of tim
e taken by the Jus-

tice D
ep

artm
en

t in
 d

eterm
in

in
g
 

w
h
eth

er to
 p

ro
secu

te an
y
 fed

eral 
agents in connection w

ith the 1992 
shoot-out at R

uby R
idge, Idaho. E

ar-
lier this m

onth, the departm
ent an-

nounced there w
ould be no charges. 

"I think it is a very serious case of 
dereliction of duty for the attorney 
general to let this case go on for tw

o 
years," the P

ennsylvania R
epubli-

can said. 
S

pecter also criticized R
eno's re-

luctance to appoint a special prose-
cu

to
r to

 lo
o

k
 in

to
 alleg

atio
n

s o
f 

fund-raising im
proprieties by the 

D
em

ocratic N
ational C

om
m

ittee, 
"I think there has been an abuse 

of discretion in this m
atter," S

pec-
ter said of R

eno. 
S

p
ecter su

m
m

arized
: "I' th

in
k
 

w
hat w

e have to do here is to look at 
her record in totality. I think it is a 
question of com

petence." 
A

 JustiF
e-D

epartm
ent spokesm

an 
yesterday dism

issed S
pecter's criti-

cism
, say

in
g
 th

at th
e facts in

 th
e 

fund-raising case, to date, did not 
m

eet th
e leg

al th
resh

o
ld

 • fo
r ap

-
pointm

ent of a special prosecutor. 
T

he spokesm
an, B

ert B
randenburg, 

added that the tw
o-year R

uby R
idge 

investigation w
as tim

e-consum
ing 

b
ecau

se o
f th

e n
eed

 to
 d

o
 a th

o
r-

ough job. 
"I w

ould point out that the-Justice 
D

epartm
ent and the C

ongress have 
different standards for their inves-
tigations," B

randenburg said. 
S

o
m

e Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
ent officials expressed 

surprise yesterday at the 
in

ten
sity

 o
f S

p
ecter's at-

tacks, particularly 
since 

R
eno has acceded to R

e-
publican dem

ands for the 
ap

p
o
in

tm
en

t o
f sp

ecial 
prosecutors in four cases 
involving P

resident C
lin-

ton and top W
hite H

ouse 
officials. 

H
is critiq

u
e o

f R
en

o
's 

p
erfo

rm
an

ce is lik
ely

 to
 

carry
 so

m
e w

eig
h

t w
ith

 
colleagues, said C

hristo-
pher F

orem
an, an expert 

at the B
rookings Institu-

tio
n

 o
n

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al 

oversight. 
F

orem
an said that S

pec-
te

r's b
a
c
k

g
ro

u
n

d
 a

s a
 

prosecutor and the exper-
tise he has acquired in the 
S

en
ate o

n
 in

tellig
en

ce 
and law

 enforcem
ent m

at-
ters give him

 standing. 
"T

his is a guy w
ho has a 

background as an interro-
gator and a prober," F

ore-
m

an said. "H
e is in a good 

position to m
icrom

anage and sec-
ond-guess everything that the Jus-
tice D

epartm
ent does." 

A
ny hearings w

ould only com
pli-

cate m
atters for the em

battled attor-
ney general. 

R
epublicans have harshly criti-

cized R
eno, not only for her reluc-

tance to appoint a special prosecu-
to

r b
u
t a

ls
o
 fo

r a
 J

u
s
tic

e
 

D
epartm

ent decision last m
onth to 

oppose grants of im
m

unity to nuns 
w

ho m
ade political contri-

butions during a D
em

o-
cratic P

arty fund-raising 
event at a B

uddhist T
em

-
ple in C

alifornia in 1996 
atten

d
ed

 b
y
 V

ice P
resi-

dent G
ore. 

C
ongressional investi-

g
ato

rs h
av

e d
eterm

in
ed

 
that the nuns w

ere reim
-

bursed for their contribu-
tions. U

nder federal elec-
tio

n
 law

, it is illeg
al to

 
m

ake contributions on be-
half of som

eone else. 
S

pecter's 	
criticism

 
seem

s all the m
ore pro-

nounced because he of-
fered qualified praise of 
R

eno during S
enate Judi-

ciary C
om

m
ittee hearings 

in M
ay. 

A
 spokesw

om
an for the 

Senate Judiciary C
om

m
it-. 

tee, w
hich has responsi-

bility for overseeing the 
Justice D

epartm
ent, said 

y
esterd

ay
 th

at n
o
 h

ear-
ings had yet been sched-
uled but that the com

m
it-

tee likely w
ould discuss 

the issue w
hen C

ongress returned 
from

 its recess in S
eptem

ber. T
he 

decision, in the end, is up to S
en. 

O
rrin G

. H
atch, the U

tah R
epubli-

can w
ho chairs the com

m
ittee. 

S
pecter has a long-dem

onstrated 

interest in the R
uby R

idge m
atter. 

In
 1

9
9

5
, b

e ch
aired

 h
earin

g
s in

to
 

the shoot-out by the S
enate subcom

-
m

ittee on terrorism
, technology and 

governm
ent inform

ation. 
T

h
e case stem

m
ed

 fro
m

 an
 at-

tem
pt in 1992 by agents of the B

u-
reau of A

lcohol, T
obacco and F

ire-
arm

s to
 arrest w

h
ite sep

aratist 
R

andy W
eaver at his rem

ote Idaho 
C

ab
in

 fo
r th

e illeg
al sale o

f tw
o

 
saw

ed
-o

ff sh
o

tg
u

n
s. T

h
e en

su
in

g
 

stan
d
o
ff, w

h
ich

 o
ccu

rred
 b

efo
re 

R
en

o
 to

o
k

 o
ffice, resu

lted
 in

 th
e 

shooting deaths of a federal agent as 
w

ell as W
eaver's w

ife and 14-year-
old son. 

S
pecter's subcom

m
ittee issued a 

rep
o
rt in

 D
ecem

b
er 1

9
9
5
 th

at 
sh

arp
ly

 criticized
 th

e Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent for lack of leadership and 
a
c
c
o

u
n

ta
b

ility
 in

 th
e
 sie

g
e
 o

n
 

W
eaver's cabin. T

he report also con-
cluded that A

T
F

 agents virtually en-
trapped W

eaver into selling the ille-
gal shotguns. 

S
pecter noted pointedly that the 

com
m

ittee finished its w
ork in un-

der a year, but that the Justice D
e-

pertinent took tw
ice as long. 

T
he -Justice D

epartm
ent recently 

issued a report in w
hich it conclud-

e
d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 re

a
so

n
 to

 file
 

charges against agents involved in 
the gun battle. A

 short tim
e later, a 

lo
c
a
l p

ro
se

c
u
to

r in
 Id

a
h
o
 a

n
-

nounced involuntary m
anslaughter 

charges against an F
B

I sniper in the 
killing of W

eaver's w
ife. 

O
ne F

B
I agent had already plead-

ed guilty to obstruction of justice 
charges for destroying R

uby R
idge 

m
aterial. 
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