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Kudos to Spectet,. „ - 

A rare moment of sanity 14, t*P„ 
life of our nation occurred whedfttiblitan 
Sen. Arlen Specter rose during thE State af 
the Union message to applaud President CUD; 
ton's call for an end to ratreor and divisive-
ness in our politics. 

Despite the disparaging glares of some of 
his Republican colleagues, Mr. Specter alone 
rase from the ranks of his party in salute to a 
sentiment that any thoughtful person -
Democrat or Republican, liberal or conserva-
tive — should have rightly saluted. In Ameri-
can politics too often it takee great acts of 
courage to do only what shotild be expected 
of us as decent human beink!!).-1  

By his example, Mr. SpeetatinStructed us 
all that partisanship a ti 	r place in 
politics: subordinate 	 decency, 
good humor, reason 	 laudable 
qualifies of democratic 

With the unwitting aSsisflibpe.:Pf _his less 
noble colleagues, Mr. Spat* !Tao illustrated 
how the blind pursuit of "core" ciinvictlons 
can lead otherwise intelligedt people to sit 
foolishly on their hands, nitthErved While one 
among them calls for link& and civility. And 
while all of America rises in applause. 
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I am a conservative ReOgicah, bravo to 
Arlen Specter for applauding tlie:PrOicient's 
nonpartisan appeal to us ali.t,whpy the rest 
of my party sat parochially oil ',keit' hands), I 
certainly hope the congreaslonal Republi- 
cans can shed the blame for slit 	Oown 
the government, hem* the 	airs an- 

sorer to the imbroglio was, in effect "Just 
raise-the debt ;ceiling!, and we'll figure some-
thing out later, if ever." 
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