
specter vow
s to fight Postal Service decision 

'he agency canceled plans for a new
 building. T

he 
enator says that violates a congressional directive. 
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vow
ed to fight a U

.S
. P

ostal S
ervice 

d
ecisio

n
 to

 can
cel p

lan
s to

 b
u

ild
 a 

$200 m
illion federal office building 

at 3
0
th

 an
d
 W

aln
u
t S

treets. 
S

pecter (R
., P

a.) said the decision, 
anr...lunced F

riday, defied a congres- 

sional directive that a the 1-m
illion-

square-foot building be constructed, 
and he said he w

ould raise the m
atter 

w
ith m

em
bers of the S

enate A
ppropri-

ations C
om

m
ittee, on w

hich he sits. 
T

he P
ostal S

ervice does not have 
authority to counterm

and w
hat C

on-
gress has done and w

hat [the P
ostal 

S
ervice has.1 agreed to," S

pecter said. 

T
he P

ostal S
ervice said F

riday that 
it h

ad
 d

eterm
in

ed
 th

e p
ro

ject w
as 

too expensive. 
"W

e try to m
ake every decision in 

the best interests of the P
ostal S

erv-
ice and our ratepayers," said postal 
spokesm

an F
rank B

rennan. 
Plans called for the Postal Service to 

construct the building on a 14-acre 
site it already ow

ns, then lease it to 
the G

eneral S
ervices A

dm
inistration. 

T
he G

S
A

 w
as to use the building to 

h
o
u
se sev

en
 fed

eral ag
en

cies n
o
w

 
leasin

g
 st„ice in

 th
ree C

en
ter C

ity
  

o
ffice b

u
ild

in
g

s. C
o

n
stru

ctio
n

 h
ad

 
been expected to begin this sum

m
er. 

S
p

ecter's stro
n

g
 ad

v
o

cacy
 o

f th
e 

project w
on him

 the endorsem
ent of 

th
e 2

5
0

,0
0

0
-m

em
b

er P
h

ilad
elp

h
ia 

C
ouncil of the A

F
L

-C
10, w

hich repre-
sents m

any construction trades, dur-
ing his re-election cam

paign last fail. 
S

pecter said yesterday the project's 
cancellation w

ould cost construction 
w

orkers m
illions in lost w

ages. 
S

p
ecter said

 th
e can

cellatio
n

 also
 

w
ould cost taxpayers m

ore than $IS
O
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ecau
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o
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ld

 b
e m

o
re 

expensive for federal agencies to re-
m

ain in leased space than to m
ove to 

a governm
ent-ow

ned building. 
C

ritics of the project have argued 
that in today's depressed real estate 
m

arket, construction w
ould be m

ore 
ex

p
en

siv
e fo

r th
e fed

eral ag
en

cies 
than continuing to rent space or buy-
in

g
 an

 ex
istin

g
 b

u
ild

in
g
. 

M
ajo

r o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e p

ro
ject 

cam
e from

 the ow
ners and m

anagers 
o
f ex

istin
g
 b

u
ild

in
g
s w

h
o
 said

 th
e 

G
S

A
 building w

ould add unneeded 
office space to a glutted m

arket. 
"It is tru

e th
at th

ere are m
an

y
 in

 
th

e p
riv

ate real estate m
ark

et w
h

o
 

w
o

u
ld

 lik
e to

 see th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 can
-

celed for their ow
n financial gains," 

S
pecter said. 
If the building is not constructed, 

P
hiladelphia could lose thousands of 

federal jobs if the agencies that w
ere 

to relocate to the site m
ove out of the 

city, S
pecter said. 

D
avid L

. C
ohen, M

ayor R
endell's 

chief of staff, said yesterday the city 
h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 n

o
tified

 o
f th

e P
o
stal 

S
ervice's decision. "T

he m
ayor con-

tinues to believe that th
is building is 

th
e rig

h
t w

ay
 to

 g
o
 fo

r th
e C

ity
 o

f 
P

hiladelphia," he said. 


