
Specter is quizzed in a school visit 
B

y R
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ew
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W
hen U

.S
. S

en. A
rlen S

pecter w
ent before 600 U

pper D
arby 

H
ig

h
 S

ch
o
o
l stu

d
en

ts y
esterd

ay
, h

e cam
e p

rep
ared

, as an
y
 

g
o
o
d
 p

o
litician

 w
o
u
ld

, to
 fill h

is allo
tted

 tim
e. 

"If th
ere are n

o
 q

u
estio

n
s," h

e said
, fo

llo
w

in
g
 a sev

en
-

m
in

u
te statem

en
t o

n
 th

e im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f ed

u
catio

n
, "I h

av
e a 

v
ery

 lo
n
g
 su

p
p
lem

en
tary

 sp
eech

 h
ere." 

S
p

ecter n
ev

er g
o

t to
 th

at sp
eech

. 
R

ath
er, th

e sen
io

r sen
ato

r fro
m

 P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ia sp
en

t an
 

h
o
u
r an

sw
erin

g
 a b

arrag
e o

f resp
ectfu

l y
et p

o
in

ted
 q

u
es-

tio
n

s ab
o

u
t h

is v
iew

s o
n

 su
ch

 w
id

e-ran
g

in
g

 to
p

ics as U
.S

. 
in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 B

o
sn

ia (h
e's ag

ain
st it), im

m
ig

ratio
n
 (h

e 
fav

o
rs tig

h
ten

in
g
 b

o
rd

er co
n
tro

l), trad
e w

ith
 C

h
in

a (h
e's 

fo
r it), an

d
 ab

o
rtio

n
 (h

e say
s it's a m

atter o
f in

d
iv

id
u
al 

ch
o

ice). 
T

h
e sen

ato
r, lo

o
k
in

g
 p

o
ised

 an
d
 co

n
fid

en
t in

 a n
av

y
-b

lu
e 

su
it, n

ev
er set fo

o
t b

eh
in

d
 th

e lectern
 p

ro
v

id
ed

 h
im

. 
In

stead
, th

e th
ree-term

 R
ep

u
b

lican
 w

alk
ed

 am
o

n
g

 au
d

i-
en

ce m
em

b
ers in

 th
e cav

ern
o
u
s au

d
ito

riu
m

 o
f o

n
e o

f th
e 

fiv
e larg

est h
ig

h
 sch

o
o

ls in
 th

e state, field
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s th

at 
w

ere o
ften

 as h
ard

 to
 h

ear as th
ey

 w
ere h

ard
-h

ittin
g

. 
"W

h
y

 d
id

 y
o

u
 ch

an
g

e fro
m

 D
em

o
crat to

 R
ep

u
b

lican
?" a 

S
ee S

P
E

C
TE

R
 o

n
 B

6
 

U
p

p
er D

arb
y H

ig
h

 sen
io

r D
o

u
g

 C
lau

tice trie
s to

 g
e

t S
p

e
cte

r's 
a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 a
sk a

 q
u
e
stio

n
. A

t le
ft is cla

ssm
a
te

 M
e
g
a
n
 O

stie
n
. 
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U
.S

. S
en

. A
rlen

 S
p

ecter sp
e
a
ks to

 6
0
0
 so

cia
l-stu

d
ie

s stu
d
e
n
ts d

u
rin

g
 a

n
 a

p
p
e
a
ra

n
ce

 a
t U

p
p
e
r D

a
rb

y H
ig

h
 S

ch
o
o
l. 

Students at U
. D

arby H
igh peppered him

 w
ith questions for an hour. 
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Specter quizzed by students at U
. D

arby H
igh 

SPE
C

T
E

R
 from

 B
1 

v
o
ice ran

g
 o

u
t m

o
m

en
ts in

to
 th

e 
q
u
estio

n
-an

d
-an

sw
er sectio

n
. 

"W
e
ll, first o

f a
ll, h

o
w

 d
o
 y

o
u
 

k
n

o
w

 th
at?" jo

k
ed

 S
p

ecter, b
efo

re 
d
iscu

ssin
g
 th

e n
o
w

-d
istan

i- reaso
n

s 
for his sw

itch follow
ing his election 

as 
P

h
ilad

elp
h
ia's d

istrict atto
rn

ey
 

in 1965. 
"I feel v

ery
 co

m
fo

rtab
le as a R

e-
p
u
b
lican

 in
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates S

en
-

ate," he concluded. "W
e need people 

w
h

o
 are in

 th
e cen

ter o
f th

e p
o

liti-
cal sp

ectru
m

. I th
in

k
 p

rin
cip

les are 
m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t lo
ts o

f tim
es th

an
 

p
arty

." 
N

o
 so

o
n
er h

ad
 h

e fin
ish

ed
 th

an
 

an
o
th

er h
an

d
 sh

o
t u

p
. "Y

o
u
 m

en
-

tio
n

ed
 to

d
ay

 th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f ed
u

-
catio

n
, an

d
 I w

as w
o
n
d
erin

g
 if y

o
u
 

su
p
p
o
rted

 P
resid

en
t C

lin
to

n
's p

lan
s 

fo
r targ

eted
 tax

 cu
ts fo

r ed
u
catio

n
?" 

an
o

th
er stu

d
en

t ask
ed

. 
S

p
ecter, sp

eak
in

g
 as th

o
u
g
h
 h

e  

w
ere field

in
g

 q
u

estio
n

s fro
m

 a p
o

o
l 

o
f seaso

n
ed

 jo
u

rn
alists rath

er th
an

 
a
n
 a

u
d
ito

riu
m

 fille
d
 w

ith
 fo

u
r 

grades of social-studies students, re-
sponded that "people ought to be en-
co

u
rag

ed
 to

 sen
d

 th
eir k

id
s to

 co
l-

lege." 
"A

n
d
 w

h
en

 p
eo

p
le can

n
o
t affo

rd
 

to
 sen

d
 th

eir ch
ild

ren
 to

 co
lleg

e, I 
th

in
k
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

u
g
h
t to

 
co

m
e in

 w
ith

 g
u
aran

teed
 stu

d
en

t 
lo

an
s to

 en
ab

le p
eo

p
le to

 g
o
 to

 co
l-

leg
e,"-h

e co
n

tin
u

ed
. 

"Y
o
u
 h

a
v
e
 to

 p
a
y
 th

e
m

 b
a
c
k
, 

w
h

ic
h

 is re
a
lly

 a
 b

u
rd

e
n

. B
u

t n
o

 
m

a
tte

r h
o

w
 b

u
rd

e
n

so
m

e
 it is, it 

stick
s w

ith
 y

o
u
. I can

n
o
t em

p
h
asize 

th
at to

 y
o

u
 to

o
 m

u
ch

." H
e said

 h
e 

fav
o

red
 th

e tax
-cu

t p
lan

. 
P

au
l Z

an
g
rilli, th

e sch
o
o
l's so

cial-
stu

d
ie

s c
o

o
rd

in
a
to

r, sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
s 

p
leased

 w
ith

 h
is stu

d
en

ts' p
erfo

rm
-

ance. 
"T

o
 b

e h
o
n
est, w

e h
ad

 n
o
 m

o
re  

th
an

 fiv
e m

in
u

tes o
f class tim

e to
 

talk
 to

 th
e k

id
s an

d
 tell th

em
 th

at 
S

en
. S

p
ecter w

as sp
eak

in
g

," h
e said

. 
"T

hese kids w
ere not prepped. B

ut 
th

e cu
rricu

lar issu
es fro

m
 o

u
r class-

es w
ere ev

id
en

t o
u

t th
ere." 

F
o

r m
an

y
 stu

d
en

ts, th
e sen

ato
r 

h
ad

 b
een

 an
 u

n
k
n
o
w

n
 q

u
an

tity
. 

F
o
r o

th
ers, h

is v
isit h

u
m

an
ized

 
w

h
at h

ad
 o

n
ce b

een
 a talk

in
g

 h
ead

 
o
n
 th

at cab
le n

ew
s ch

an
n
el b

etw
een

 
M

T
V

 and E
S

P
N

. 
"In

 th
e
 n

e
w

s, h
e
 se

e
m

e
d

 re
a
l 

strict," said
 S

o
v
an

n
ak

 B
u
n
, an

 1
1
th

 
g
rad

er w
h
o
 w

as p
art o

f th
e o

n
e-fifth

 
o
f th

e sch
o
o
l th

at atten
d
ed

. "T
o
d
ay

, 
lik

e
, h

e
 a

d
d

e
d

 so
m

e
 h

u
m

o
r a

n
d

 
o
th

er stu
ff.... B

u
t I w

as h
o
p
in

g
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 sp

eak
 Y

id
d

ish
." 

N
in

th
 g

rad
er K

risten
 M

cC
ask

ey
 

said
 S

p
ecter's h

o
u

r altered
 h

er cy
n

i-
cism

 to
w

ard
 A

m
erican

 p
o

litics. 
"I th

o
u

g
h

t m
o

st o
f th

em
 Ip

o
liti-

cian
sl w

ere q
u
ack

s o
r so

m
eth

in
g
,"  

sh
e said

. "B
u

t sin
ce h

e d
id

n
't h

av
e a - 

p
rep

ared
 sp

eech
 o

r talk
 to

 h
is law

-
y

er, I th
in

k
 I'll ch

an
g

e m
y

 v
iew

 o
f 

p
o

litician
s." 

A
fterw

ard
, S

p
ecter said

 h
e w

as 
fla

tte
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 e

n
th

u
sia

stic
 re

-
sponse. 

"I en
jo

y
ed

 m
y

self v
ery

 m
u

ch
," h

e 
said. "I answ

ered a.lot of questions. I 
an

sw
ered

 q
u
estio

n
s fo

r ab
o
u
t 3

0
 

m
in

u
tes, an

d
 

I 
still c

o
u

n
te

d
 1

2
 

h
an

d
s u

p
. ... It w

as a lo
t o

f fu
n
." 

T
h

o
u

g
h

 th
e stu

d
en

ts m
ad

e S
p

ec-
ter w

o
rk

 fo
r th

e fu
ll h

o
u
r, h

is tim
e 

co
u
ld

 p
ay

 o
ff as early

 as th
e 1

9
9
8
 

sen
ato

rial electio
n
s, at least if 1

1
th

 
g

rad
er L

o
rie M

ah
er is rep

resen
ta-

tiv
e o

f h
er p

eers. 
"T

h
e stu

d
en

ts p
u

t h
im

 o
n

 th
e sp

o
t, 

an
d

 h
e sto

o
d

 u
p

 to
 it, n

o
 p

ro
b

lem
," 

M
ah

er said
. "I w

o
u
ld

 v
o
te fo

r h
im

." 


