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 g
uns does nothin

g  to
 

keep them
 from

 crim
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 Supporters of 

n 
tougher g un control are not finding

  
a frien

d
 in

 S
en

. A
rlen

 S
p

ecter o
f 

Pennsylvania, a form
er Philadelphia 

prosecutor w
ho long ago decided 

that m
ore regulation "doesn't keep 

them
 out of the hands of the crim

i-
nals." 

A
 b

an
o
n
 m

ilitary
-sty

le assau
lt 

w
eapons? T

he three-term
 R

epubli-
can has voted against it consistently. 

T
he B

rady bill, w
hich set up a five-

day w
aiting  period for handgun pur-

chases? S
pecter voted against it. 

A
t a tim

e w
hen the C

linton adm
in-

istration w
ants to increase federal  

licensing fees for gun dealers and 
w

hen big-city m
ayors in P

ennsylva-
nia and elsew

here are pushing  strict-
er g

un control, S
pecter is not con-

vinced that such m
easures do m

uch 
good. 

"If I thou
ght that the B

rady bill 
w

ould have a real im
pact on violent 

crim
e, I w

ould have supported it," 
said S

pecter, P
hiladelphia's district 

attorney from
 1966 to 1974. 

"T
h
e crim

in
als d

o
n
't h

av
e an

y
 

problem
s getting. a hold of [assault] 

w
eapons, no m

atter w
hat you do. 

T
hey get them

 illegally. It's Just a 
lim

itation on hunters and' sports-
m

en." 
S

pecter's position has earned him
  

the 
	and financial support of 

th
e N

atio
n

al R
ifle A

sso
ciatio

n
 

(N
R

A
), w

hich has nearly 250,000 
m

em
-

bership 
m

em
bers in P

ennsylvania, a em
-

bership second in size only 	
C

ali- 
fo

rn
ia. In

 d
irect d

o
n
atio

n
s o

r in
 

m
oney spent on his behalf, the N

R
A

 
has pum

ped at least $170,000 into 
 

Specter's Senate cam
paigns. 

"H
e's alw

ays voted w
ith us," said 

N
R

A
 spokesm

an Joseph M
. Phillips. 

B
ut others argue that S

pecter's re-
luctance to support the B

rady bill 
and sim

ilar m
easures m

akes him
 ap-

pear unresponsive to a public grow
n 

fearful of street violence. 
"A

ny senator w
ho voted against 

the B
rady bill is out of step w

ith  

w
h
at th

e p
u
b
lic w

an
ts," said

 Jeff 
M

uchnick, Spokesm
an for the C

oali-
tion to S

top G
un V

iolence in W
ash-

ing
ton. 

"W
e're h

o
p

efu
l S

en
ato

r S
p

ecter 
w

ill som
etim

e chan g e his P
osition, 

because there's a g row
ing concern 

eapons ba 

on this issue," said P
ittsburgh C

oun-
cil President Jack W

a g ner, w
ho spon- 

sored the assault -w
eapons 	

there. 
W

ith 1.1 m
illion 

h u
n

ters in
 th

e 
state, firearm

s have lon g
  been part of 

the recreational life of m
any P

enn-
sylvanians. T

he state has M
ore than 

12,000 
gu

n
 d

ealers an
d
 co

ll ectors, 

the country. A
ccordin

g ly, 
one of the hi g hest concentrations in 

g un con- 
S

ee-S
P

E
C

T
E

R
 on

 B
4 

C
ritics say the senator is unresponsive to the public's concern w

ith street violence. 

G
un control? Specter is sticking to his guns 
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Specter: 
Gun control 
ineffective 

SPECTER from et 
trol has long been viewed as a sort of 
third rail in Pennsylvania politics, 
an issue best left alone. 

But recent events, such as the slay-
ing of six commuters on a rush-hour 
train in New York, have prompted 
calls for greater regulation. Presi-
dent Clinton, who signed the Brady 
bill, is considering proposals to li-
cense handguns and ban devices that 
would feed more than 10 rounds of 
ammunition into a weapon, a provi-
sion contained in Senate-passed anti-
crime legislation. 

Pittsburgh and Philadelphia have 
banned assault weapons. This month, 
the state House endorsed legislation 
to ban 15 types of military-style guns, 
superseding local laws. 

State Attorney General Ernie 
Preate Jr. has said the legislature is 
"moving in the right direction" and 
that assault weapons "are not for 
hunting game; they're for killing 
people." 

Specter, however, says the solution 
must focus on fixing the nation's 
failed criminal justice system by im-
proving rehabilitation for juveniles, 
ensuring adequate prison cells for 
career criminals and clearing the 
way for use of the death penalty. 

"What you have is afailed criminal 
justice system and all these feel-good 
measures," said Specter, who met 
with INTRA officials and sport men's 
groups in Wilkes-Barre and Harris-
burg yesterday. 

"We had a gun-control measure in 
Philadelphia when I Was district at-
torney," he added. "And the experi-
ence was overwhelming that gun 
control doesn't keep them out of the 
hands of the criminals." 

In 1991, Specter supported an NRA-
backed amendment that would have 
given states two years to set up a 
system that would let gun dealers 
check computerized criminal re-
cords to determine whether a buyer 
was a convicted felon. The amend-
ment was offered as an alternative to 
the Brady bill's waiting period. 


