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Specter, Rendell make nice, sort of

The mayor was upset
with the senator over his
opposition to a bill that
would have brought aid.

By Amy S. Rosenberg
INQUIRER ~TAFF WHITER

Not one to hold a grudge, at least in
public, Mayor Rendell yesterday ap-
peared with US. Sen. Arlen Specter
ar a news conference in which Spec-
ter promised to introduce legislation
that would revive portions of Presi-
dent Clinton's busted jobs bill.

Just a few days ago, Rendell had
blasted Specter and the other Repub-
licans who successfully prevented
the 316.3 billion bill from reaching a
vote in the Senate, where it had
majority support.

The death of the stimulus bill
meant a loss to the city of as much as
570 million, and possibly as much as
340 million to SEPTA.

The Rendell administration had
anticipated that the money would
create thousands of summer jobs for
teenagers, have built or rehabbed
300 homes, repaired 800 others, mod-
ernized 200 public housing units and
built a bus depot, among other proj-
ects, Immunization, Head Start and
HealthyStart programs would also
have received a boost.

But yesterday, Rendell and Specter
did their awkward dance of public
reconciliation, with Specter scram-
bling to assert himself again as an
independent, moderate Republican
who would stand up to the leader-
ship and forge a compromise he
hoped would be worth $9.7 billion.

As for the mayor, Rendell said he
was not going to stand on ceremony
and would take what he could get.

“We may be a person who's dying
of thirst and we could use four or
five gallons of water," he said. "But if
you're going to give us two gallons of
water, we're not going to complain.”

When it was over, however, Ren-
dell was asked if he had been, as it
appeared, rolling his eyes at much of
what he was hearing. He smiled.
“Some of it," he said. “But my job is
to get money for the city of Philadel-
phia.”

And so from somewhere in the
wonderland of politics, yesterday's
featured performance was the Ed
and Arlen show, brought to you live
from behind the National Park Serv-
ice podium, underneath the Benja-
min West painting of James Hamil-
ton in the Long Room, upstairs at
Independence Hall.

Specter defended his actions, con-
tending that the procedural bicker-
ing was started by a Democratic at-
tempt to stifle amendments. But he
conceded that Washington “looks
lerrible.”
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Mayor Rendell listens to Sen. Arlen Specter explain his reasons for opposing President Clinten's
economic-stimulus bill. Specter said he had come up with a compromise that would cost taxoayars =zs

“People don't really care about
what happens inside the Beltway,
and I can understand why,” he said.
“The ferocious infighting on this bill
has been of historic proportions, but
Sen. [Robert] Byrd |of West Virginial
started the matter.”

Specter said he and other Republi-
cans could not be expected to just
“rubber stamp” the President's bill,
adding that he was somewhat miffed
that Clinton chose to make an ap-
pearance in Piusburgh last week
while Specter was away in Africa and
that Vice President Gore invited him
to another Pittsburgh event a few
days later when he couldn't possibly
make the flight connections.

Specter denied that he had knuck-
led under pressure from Senate Mi-
nority Leader Robert Dole of Kansas,
engineer of the collapse of the stimu-
lus package.

He went on to invoke a long his-
tory of working with Rendell — both
of them are former district attorneys
— and of lobbying for aid to Phila-
delphia, and even brought up the

fact that the Specters and Rendells
are neighbors,

Specter: "We've worked together a
long time since the summer of 67
when I gave the mayor his first job.”

Rendell, laughing, corrected him:
“Summer of '66."

“Summer of '66,” Specter said. “So
we want to continue to work to-
gether, for the city. We have very
different backgrounds. The mayor
lives five doors away from me, as you
turn up Warden Drive, you come to
his house, then to my house. Mine's
the one without the mortgage.”

Specter then turned the floor over
t6 Rendell, who thanked Specter and
then — probably he couldn't help
himself — blurted out this somewhat
biting remark: “Let me point out that
I did not grow up in Kansas though
— very relevant.”

Dole and Specter both grew up in
Russell, Kan.

Specter said that he had informed
Dole of his intention to introduce a
compromise bill and did not get a
warm response. “He said 1o me, 'Ar-
len, your ideas are not shared by 39

other Republicans.'"

Specter said that he could no: pre-
dict the response the bill would Zer,
and that he was attempting to gather
a group of moderate Rzpublicazs :
support it. Specter said iis bill wauld
attempt to pay for the package witk
budget offsets, funds already arpro-
priated in the budget.

And. unlike many of the Republi-
cans, he said he did not believs the
elements of the stimulus plan wers
politically motivated spending, com-
monly referred to as “pork."

“Is it pork?" he said. “Nn. Why?
Because it involves summer jobs.
which are very imporiam:t It ic-
volves mass rransit. [t involves im-
munization, small businesses. The
difference here. is that there ars
funds available in existing pre
grams.”

Rendell called Specter's plazned
initiative “a good positive step taat :
think will raise the morale o ths
American people in general, anc spe-
cifically the Americar people wh
happen to live in cities ™
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