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Senator without a pawse

Arlen Specter is an outsider by nature, an incumbent b effort. By Mark Bowden
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ARK BOWDEN IS ONE OF THOSE
reporters who is endlessly curious
about people. .

It shows in the many lively tales he has . )
reported for The Inquirer: general manager Bill
Stead’s short, turbulent days with SEPTA, the
disappearance of the rhinoceros in Africa, a
gang rape at a Penn fraternity, corruption in the
Police Department and the bittersweet, even
funny, saga of Joey Coyle and some bags of
money.

Mark holds a fond place in our hearts (he used
to be a staff writer for this magazine) for his
robust skills as a reporter, his love of a good
yarn, his exuberant use of the language and his
boundless enthusiasm. (More than one friend
calls him “the S8 Bowden” for his ability to ride
calmly over troubled waters.)

For all these reasons, when Mark takes a
break from covering the Eagles, we do what we
can to keep him busy. Earlier this summer, you
may remember, he wrote for us on the activist
group Act Up. Mark was with Scott Tucker and
Kiyoshi Kuromiya and their friends when they
were protesting the Republican Party in general
and Sen. Arlen Specter in particular. Mark
watched Specter cross Market Street as the
demonstrators closed in on their quarry and was
struck by the senator’s incongruous expression:
He was grinning.

When we offered Mark the chance to profile
Specter, he was fascinated by the chance to
“walk right around to the other side of the
barricade and join Arlen with that grin pasted
on his face and find out what’s going on there.”

Over three decades in public service, Specter
has left an extensive record. The library of The
Inquirer and Daily News contains thousands of
stories about Specter himself and many thou-
sand others that refer to him.

“Arlen is taken with the trappings of the
Senate,” says Mark. “He's still excited to be a
member.” During a C-Span interview, Arlen
showed the reporter the system of lights that
signal a call to the Senate floor. “It was pretty
clear the guy knew all this,” says Mark, “but
Arlen showed him anyway because he thinks it’s
neat.”

That delight belies the senator’s hard work in
Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. “Specter knows who
his constituents are. He can be despised by the
rest of world, but if he pleases those people who
pull the levers here in Pennsylvania, he's going
back.

“And he wants to go back.”
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The hard Way

HoO!
.. Loak out!

+ - Hare comes the barrel!

Dan't lst the trappings fool you —
wwhha@mﬂhwwﬁwm
mm.maﬁ-ﬂumwmmm
wwndmkmmﬂmmﬂmdhlh, illuminate

two-term Pennsylvani and ranking Republican mem
ber of this crew, is — whare else! — in the front row for the feed.
Haere comes the barrel!
Smhkmmlttbnblm-nhbunlmdhquﬂhummim the
Veterans Health Care for 1992) is rolling through, and
Specter has his alice all picked out — a $1 million pilot program to

mannldaﬁhlue fast?

LaMontagne, who is savoring this morning hesring Specter
and Dennis imi of (gotta
them 1 million pilot bedside phane projects in the Tucson hospital, too)
already have the votes in hand.

“What are we to learn from a demonstration project?” asks
Bob Grabam of ('hmbuzdutohwmnitﬁwbodnda
phones until

1994,
Glliﬁnnh'sA‘th:’" kh-"‘h- i i hai)
complains that the veterans budget has gone up mors than any
portion of the sver-| Mait-ldnufgdmlpk
thing is & dona deal and he thln&uphu(mﬁyiﬂdﬂ'tmdﬁrﬂof

That’s what Arlen Specter knows.
And prefers.
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thisf) committes op know they're d

‘Wﬁl]]kmvwht“hnhdo,ndnmdnﬂ,"hnnnth
GOP's ever-frugal (when it comes to spending federal dollars outsids
dWyomulSu.MmKSimm-lhmmnﬂildhfnwd
Specter and DeConcini’ slice of bacon.

systam. .,
ol it g o
you answer Sen. Simpson’s philosophical objection to, in
?i&nwﬂdﬁgmﬂnﬁmw@hmmnﬁmd
porl
Spectar trains a baleful, brown-syed stare on his questioner.
“Ihphﬂnnpuulmw&umﬂwdoywduﬁnpukr
continuad on Page (4

mm-mdm_mhmmm
the activist group Act Up,

By Mark Bowden
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comtinued from Page 12
E'LL GET BACK TO THE PORK QUESTION,
1t's important. [t gets to the heart of what Arlen
Specter has been doing down in D.C. for the last
11% years, and it throws some light on what is likely to
sand him back .., even though, face it, a lot of peopls

You all know Arlen, right?

You should. He has been a big-time Philadelphia
politician for three decades. For bigness and time, only
Frank Rizzo compares. But Rizso's sppeal was cbvious.
People noticed tha Riz. And, like him or not, you knew
whare he stood, where his constituency lived.

But try Lo summon up a clear image of Arlen Specter.
Even siter all these years, thers's something spectral
shout him,

Thabmuofhuswrymdm Hlmrhdwtua

hearings spawned the candidaey of Lynn Yeskel who
hopes to ride into Spectar’s Washington office on a tidal
wave of indignation.

Political hazards are, of course, nothing new to the man
who ran unsuccessfully for the offices of district attorney,
mayor, governor and U.S, senator. In 1980 he made it into
the Senate on & margin of 4 percent of the votes cast, and
all through the 1880s he stayed just GOP enough to
adhere to the ascandant party without alienating his
libaral Democratic base in Philadalphia. [t was, and is, &
high-wire sct with no net.

How does ha do it?

TWO QUICK IMPRESSIONS:

One. My first encounter with Arlen Specter was at a
Philadelphia health club, sbout two years ago. T had just
coma out of the shower and on replacing my glasses was
startled to find that the man sitting about two feat down
ﬁmmmnmdmbmﬁmhuduﬂwhad

. buck naked.

prosecutorial wonderbay, .d i lnchn;
up corrupt magistrates an elmnen. After | nina-
month tour with the Warren Commission in W,

twice. Then the wonder waned, he lost one campaign
after another, four in all, until he defied all his sulogists
in 1880 by grasping one of America's fattast plums, a six-
year tour in the U8, Senata He wes re-slected in 19868
And he's lixing to go back.

Ask him what he's proudest of in his two terms and
what vou get is his Career Criminal Bill, which made it a
faderal crime for somebody with a long rap sheet to
somemit & crime with s gun. What it accomplished (much
to the chagrin of soms federal jurists) waa to
fedaral courts busy locking up local hoods. That
hukwlmSowhnuhahunupwfmlhnintulhl
mmnk’Hn:m-le:k,mxk-m
jammed with stuff, homhilhmpmjuuto
national defense. He's riot the sort of senator to be oat in
front on the high-impact issues; his style is to build
couhmm.pumuhn‘iy.hnhmdﬂumhuly.hu
baen tying to

bath parties can unbm:u in this partizan political year.

Soruhualmanliud:-hmdndlykepnhphﬂddphu
Naval Shlwnrd afloat, saved the surgical units at VA
hospitals in Erie and Pottstown and sprinkled countless
federal bensfactions on every corner of this great com-
monwealth, endearing himseif ions, one or two st a

time.

Littls onunh work grabs headlines — which seriousiy
perturbs his hard-working staff. Arlen could use good
pub. [n fmhznu'vivudapkthlmumnhm
Despite his many his decades of
dadicated public toil, Arlen Spectar is best rememberad
for three things — any ane of which would have ruined an

nrd.lnl.rypnlmm
bullet theory." As an sssistant D.A.
assassination

® The “magic
uppumt-!d to help investigate the
in 1583, Specter authored

Warren Commission' Boy, di
Arlenmc.hh:llmnhl‘.ﬂnnﬂlumhmg hell. Try
getting re-elected with Kevin Costner and Oliver Stone
ridicaling you by name in one of the top grossing films of
1891, JFK (now availabls for homes rental).
OTluBorivn:a. It was Arlen's vote on the Senate

tion threatened Arlen's fine-tuned appreciation of per-
sonal libarties. His vote was seen as an act of srch-
betrayal that assured Specter would remain persona non
grata forever in his adoptive GOP.
® The Hill haarings. Ostensibly the confirmation pro-
ceedings of now Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas, but forever famous for the sensational testi-
mony of law school professor Anita Hill, in which
experienced interrogator Specter came off as Pit Bull for
President Bush.
That last still might kill him, becsuse his role in the

14

himsalf .,

Hiuqu-hnmunlmlunmlupqmullochrmd
hnmuwmhmnhhfmﬂutmmdatm

Specter grests some of his supporter In Pittsburgh.

edges and a littls looss-skinned around ths joints at age
60, but clearly fit. He glowed with well-being.
three deep lines in his forehsad and his eyebrows arch
toward the middle, pinching the slender top of a nose
dulwnrwndnndlumpynltdnmdn.:hupadllhl

late summer

" =,
curls, while thin on top, looked gilded, flecked with si
Haw-t.h-psc:uuofapmrm and vital elder.

Notiog, no doubt, my involuntary double take, he
wmud.dhmrbadln:pnct«nprmummm
Two. I saw him again year. Arlen was

jphers, pros — can't miss
Ukzcubunnth-&mguolthnmwd.
hmvy canvas vests !l;uﬂld with mﬁ. furiously

would probsbly make the wires. So ps the protesters
nppudhmrl;httmwmmmmdmmdu
Arlen was pushed inside; waving gamely, he maintained
lhhmulpuo.pmmngwithnﬂhumi;hg-:hm;h
Philadelphis were Shangri-la, and instesd of insults and
nhul.mhfnidtmmsmmismmumhnpnh.

The Grin says it all, Tt isn't really a smile. It's the rictus
Arlen makes whenever a camern is shoved at him — a
couple dozen times a day. He stretches his lips wide and
clenches his teeth — a face somenne would make when
having a toenail removed.

The Grin suggests that this man finds much of what it
takes to be in public life vexing. . . but he's nat about to
let that show — it's not helpful, you see. In a world where
we demand political candidates who look great, never
sweat and sarve up sound bites, Specter is a
hard-working, unglamorous mensch. He has mastered the
puhlictln[mphma.m rmlmhgrm:),butmml
life he's mllni:g;h-sruwplﬂl.mmd.

ared, overb intall ‘ﬂuulyindc—
pendent and d d — d ined — not to give an
inch.

AN DISCOMFORT BE A PERSONALITY
‘ trait?

m.mwmsmmu.
htﬂhhr.bnuudmnyltln‘hddhh.kmmﬂmdm
make o i

Christian prayers wera recited before class. He
felt different, apart. But that didn't make him want to fit
in. No, He strove to stand out, %o draw attention to
himself, to pull himself to dead center of the spotlight.. .
Mhnrda.:h-hcm:

he played the lead in high school plays. He was star
ahhldlhdﬂtﬁm.ﬂnmfw;madmtmhum
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1tundlthnloedslm-iﬂ summoned by the angry
mlmhmu.tuﬂdki:knhmomufmnm:tmm
1o the next town.
Hard to make a living.
Muu&bﬂcﬂlquﬂlﬂyhhlmaﬂnﬁhﬂmmm
thres generations of Specters — his father, himself and
his two sons — he sess the Amarican dream distilled.
“Cnmpoedhmyfnhgr my life has been a fast
tnhomn downhill "

Harry Spectar was 18 when he walked across Russia
dewwuhbmranfwdmNanrld.ﬂa
arrived in Manhattan in 1911, looking for his older
hrothu.-lmph,whmhehdm-umwm
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Specter

cottimuad from Page (¢

on the corner, and waited. Several hours
luter, his brother came by. "Yussel, Yussel,
leh bin dein bruder, Aaron,' which is Yid-

dish for, “Joseph, I am your brother,
Anron.' When they had last ssen each
other, my fndm- was just a boy. 'Oyb e

mein bruder Aaron, kum mit mir,'
Joseph said — 'If you are my brother
Aaron, coms with ma.'

In America Asron became Harry. He
worked in a tailor shop befare striking out
West again. His salesmanship lad to own.
{mhlpofl)unk)'nrdinﬂumll.md
ultimately to enough financial success to
send all four of his children to college, if

During our special event, you'll
enjoy tremendous savings on our
exclusive line of custom-made
European kitchens.

And ordering now means you
can show off the kitchen you
always wanted to your family and
friends at your Thanksgiving
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=] 'Pnculuhmmmmmmmmu.wm s
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the father's task had been to establish his
family in the New World, the son's task
was to master it. Arlen wasn't going'to win
by acclaim. Fistfights over ethnic slurs
taught him that When it came time for
high school star Arlan to attend college, he
hed to leave the state. University of
Kansas fraternities accapted no Jews.
Arlen was still getting run out of town

Huord to make o living.

8o he staried at the University of
Oklshoma, where there was a Jewish
fraternity. Thay weren't popular, mind
you, but they were there. Growing up liks
this helps uphm why Arlen takes a grim
pride in pressing on. The harder things
get, the better.

“There's somsthing about him that just
is that way," says his 33-yesr-old son
Shanin, a Center City lawyer. “He some-
times seema to enjoy doing things the hard
way. When be was a law student at Yale,
evuyunewmpmdtubcioqwtha()rdu

of the Coif, which just went to the top
students in each class. Dad was one of the
best students, but he was right on the edge
because he had gotten a B, not an A, from
& professor who was & notoriously hard
E‘:dﬂhSoinh.isﬁullyw,hnmtmtnf

is way 1o sign up for another course from
the same professor. It was, like, if he
couldn't get it the hard way, it wasn't
worth it He got an A"

Specter fought his way into political
prammnnee in Philadelphia. I)\mng his
famous series of Teamster trials in the
19605, his nextdoor neighbor in East Falls
moved out — “He was afraid a bomb
might end up on the wrang porch,” Spec-
ter explains.

‘When the Democratic Party wouldn't
open it arms to the prosscy-
tor, he adopted the city’s ansmic Republi-
can Party. But he didn't switch his voter
registration until after be was alectad DA
Arlen wasn't joining anything; the Repub-
ﬁm?mhdjmtpmhmmuppom
mtywehm.hmmthnn;.

Specter is not out to win people over,
he's just out to win. After almost 12 years
on Thlsel:.ﬂ] he's reportedly dml:!ddhy
many te colleagues. In a world de-
fined by party affiliation and personal
loyalty, be's defiantly unp:adlchhll. He
wants success — he will have success —
but only on his own terms.

When, in a burst of ecumenical brother-
hood, his colleagues invited him to a
Christian praver meeting, he chose partic-
ular passages from the Naw Testament —
“you know,” he says, that are
critical of the .]m for killing Jesus
Chirist.” It was vintage Specter. Instead of
seizing an opportunity to fit in, he used it
mmhapoma.euremmdhuenllu(m
that public Christianity is a threat, to
underscore his objection to the idea of a
national religion, to haul his very persanal
discomfort to cantar stage.

Take that!

Spectar lacks all of the supposed pre-
requisites for political success in this

age. There isa't a charis-
mlichoumt.hemuu body. He may
lack hia father's charm, but e inberited
his Only now, when opponents
pop up to throw him out, Arlen isa't
moving on. He's built his own political
base, ane layer of bacon at a time, county
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by county, town by town, doggedly, unob- i
trusively, irrevocably. He doesn't expect
to be popular, He hates to see himsalf an |
TV (“I'don't like the way I look, the way 1 |
talk, the way | stutter, the questions [ ask

. .. [t makes me very uncomfortabls”), His
approach 1o getting elected, and to beinga
successful ssnator, has been perfectad
through repeated trial and error. He says
be learned something from each of his four
big alectoral dafeats, and benefited from
each.

“If you take my course in politics, and
it's @ highly independent one, the only way
to get elected is to work hard directly with
the peopls,” be says. “Constituent service
ia indispensable for a public ssrvant like [
um, because thera are 50 many people who
don't like my votes, Thare's a hint of anti-
Semitism in the charge oftan levaled st
me, that ['m supposedly 'shrewd and
Cﬂhﬂlﬁ&s-'wtuimtbmuhmfbuﬂt‘

statawide support by touching people.
With no political bogses, no organitations
enywhere, I looked at the 1980 campaign
in a very ‘thoughtful’ way — which thars |
might call calculating and shrewd. I de- |
cided I was going to go to all 67 counties. |
And sfter T got elected, 1 kept on going

back, because | didn't want pecple to

compiain to me that they only see me in an

slection yesr.” |

Ha won with just 51 percent of the vote
in the general slection of 1980. In 1986,
running against a stronger candidate,
Democratic U.S. Rep. Robert W. Edgar,
Spectar upped that percentaga to 56 per-
cent, an edge he sccumulated with a faw
hundred votss in Miffin County, 3 few
thousand more in Wyoming. For him it
wasa't a state election, it was 67 separate
county elections.

Spectar's sofid base has mads &ma\
raising a snap. “People taik about the
money [ have in the bank,” Spactsr says,
“but what [ really have in the bank are all
those contacts, all those psaple. | know
what's going on in all those counties. [ just
went out and lsarned iL"”

Hard to mahe a living.

BUT JUST WHEN THINGS START
looking sasy for Spectar . . . look out!

Late last year, in a langthy interview on
C-Bpan, be was asked to explain what the
Warren Commission was.

"It was the presidential commission to
assassinats the investigation of President
K.gononady," he said.

ps.

You all know what Specter meant. And
you can, perhaps, forgive the apparent
Freudian slip, considering that questions
about his role on the commission have
followed him svery week for 20 years. The
interview with C-Span came amid & new
eruption of doubt and — somsthing new
— ridicule and saspicion.

Phones started ringing like some and-
of-the-world drill in Spectar's offices last
fall, when Oliver Stone's movie JFK
opened across Ameries

A dangerous blend of fantasy and fact,
the movie sets forth the thesis that John
F. Kennedy was murdered in 1963 by &
vague “establishment” cabal — you know,
FBL CIA, Joint Chisfs of Staff, U8,
Supreme Court, the ususl suspects

ol n next page
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Specter
camusmtasd fram previou pape
h.?nmmy mrEgnm:hmn
@ the ‘s argument
turns oo what it makes ot to be
patant absurdities in the official
Warcen Commission report.
Chisf among them, Stone con-

tends, was its conclusion that Lee |

Harvey Oswald actad alone, That
h.h:g(;'nnwhcnhﬁh'l

star, Kevin Costner {portraying a
heroic vision of former New Or-
leans DA Jim Garrison), out-
lines na the “the grossest lie aver
fnisted on the American people.”
This is how Specter recently

itarated the theory set forth
the Warren Commission re-

‘singlé-bullet. theory' is
cing of the first shot — ot
subsequent shot, which hit
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have the questions. I like to talk

m}tgﬂtmmmumg when
back Costoer, in the film, paints a
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America's attention. TV jumped
in, and Hill's account of her

"I bad a real problem with
Professor Hill's version avery
step of the way,” he says. “I was
very troubled by her account of
moving with him from the DOB
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she never called him, and then
when the logs contradicted her,
made the claim that she had
Mkim.t;u:ih. she had
called real problems
e B g o
airport, i it
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On stage behind matching lac- says Montgomery, who serves as without somabody shoating an sylvania. On his countless tri
S o his the statewide insult, - 1

demanding an explana- from D.
el i Py 18 State Rep. Staphen Freind, took nam veterans organization. tion, misrepresenting his record, crisserossing the stats he reads
.Iw%m:muigﬁ::.f w&yhtr;lﬂmﬁuing, hﬂﬂmu:ﬂﬂhﬁﬂu begging rmuﬂl;ﬁ:;':'ﬁm and reflects, He S

dence did not support was despera ly trailing in mﬂl.Pddlmzq“llnv something, mmmﬂ‘,
::::iva‘.m 'Ehlll something =0  the poils, brushed aside products at a ressonabls price. lnthu}liddlanfhhn_in&mjur spands time studying the Torah,

them 10 years sarlier as to dis- ed and personal attacks on Spec. don't like it? This is America! Specter still ralishes the rough- menical Old Testamant study
qualify Thomas from the Su- ter, including calling him a “sen- “Wa have such a wonderful and-tumble of public lifs. He's group be holds weekly in hia
pm;CounE’whmnlndn‘t mﬁumlnul."’l;:amltrt'a mmhgwm[n“ﬂl o o in, de-  office, - i
even ended ir fessional most I right-to-life country,” Specter says. "A proj- livering the goods. He wears his ~ What said about his Jewish
and relutionship.” zealot concluded with & personal ect like the bedside-phones pro- i i

of which is vary logical, one testimony that many interprated gram i

point follows neatly after the as a bald appeal to anti-Semi- with thi
been, as the New York Times put “T'llnever apologize for accept-  doing down here all time!
it, “painfully polite” ... except ing Jesus Christ as my Lord and At i
that something larger than logic savior,” Freind volunteered. with hi
wis &t wark. “And I'll aever apologize for say- % h i A

“He's an affront to women,™ ing that my first priority isn't to in her gwn political career, Spac- far west as Lancaster, Imagine ™ teach, writs, read.... I'd relax.”
mmudgml\ld.mn,m ﬁmmwﬂh ;nimm'hm; - hcl:imuﬂm
tary of the Philadelphia chapter to spend sternity wi *  down. L7 ? Comfort? wouldn't ba nearly snough  offered his stiff smile and, like
of the National Organization for God'lvndkt'mhlnwvlit. Distinguished ratirement? What to & i man icti
Women, “He's not fit to repre- but after that night Pannsylvania would & week of this life be like days out of every week in Penn- added, *Run again.” O
sant this state” Betty Freidan mmdurhdhumdhdrwa.

sort. of overwhelming. We were whare doctors were still
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