
 
 

 

2
,6

-1
6
 

B
O

O
K

 R
E

V
IE

W
 

 
 

 

 

LIFE 

 

A
natom

izing an assassination 
S

P
E

C
IA

L
 U

N
IT

 S
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b
y
 R

O
B

E
R

T
 A

. H
O

U
G

H
T

O
N

 

(R
an

d
o

m
 H

o
u

se) $5.95 

O
n

e
 th

in
g

 w
e

 A
m

e
ric

a
n

s
 h

a
v

e
 

 learn
ed

 to
 d

o
, in

 o
u

r so
rro

w
 an

d
 

travail, is to
 in

vestig
ate an

 assassin
a-

tio
n

. W
e've b

eco
m

e so
 acco

m
p

lish
ed

 
at th

is asp
ect o

f law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t th

at 
it co

u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly b
e tau

g
h

t at th
e p

o
-

lic
e
 a

c
a
d

e
m

y
: c

o
m

p
ila

tio
n

 o
f b

a
c
k
-

g
ro

u
n

d
 d

ata o
n

 su
sp

ect; p
ro

p
er secu

-
rity m

easu
res fo

r su
sp

ect (iso
latio

n
, 

b
u

lle
tp

ro
o

f g
la

s
s
, 2

4
-h

o
u

r g
u

a
rd

); 

d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 co

n
sp

iracy th
eo

ries left, 
rig

h
t an

d
 n

o
n

p
artisan

, o
r M

afia; h
o

w
 

to
 s

p
o

t th
e
 "w

itn
e
s
s
" w

h
o

 m
e
re

ly
 

w
an

ts atten
tio

n
; ch

eckin
g

 rifle ran
g

es 
in

 th
e vicin

ity, etc. T
h

is b
o

o
k, a care-

fu
l an

d
 fascin

atin
g

 acco
u

n
t o

f th
e in

-
v

e
s

tig
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 a

s
s

a
s

s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f 
R

o
b

e
rt 

K
e
n

n
e
d

y
, c

o
u

ld
 s

e
rv

e
 a

s
 a

 
text, 

R
o

b
ert H

o
u

g
h

to
n

 is ch
ief o

f d
etec-

tives fo
r th

e L
o

s A
n

g
eles P

o
lice D

e-
p

artm
en

t. H
e co

n
ceived

 th
e sp

ecial 
u

n
it set u

p
 to

 ch
eck every asp

ect o
f 

th
e K

en
n

ed
y case. H

e is, o
f co

u
rse, a 

co
p

, an
d

 h
e th

in
ks p

retty m
u

ch
 like a 

c
o

p
, w

h
ic

h
 m

e
a
n

s
 th

a
t h

e
 th

in
k
s
 in

  

term
s o

f facts, w
itn

esses, statem
en

ts, 
evid

en
ce—

th
e stu

ff o
f rep

o
rts ("O

f-
ficer o

b
served

 su
sp

ect p
ro

ceed
in

g
 in

 
a w

esterly d
irectio

n
 alo

n
g

 V
asco

 d
a 

G
a
m

a
 B

o
u

le
v
a
rd

 in
 a

 b
lu

e
 1

9
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F
o

rd
," e

tc
.). A

n
d

 w
h

ile
 I w

o
u

ld
 o

r-
dinarily cross several state lines to stay 

c
le

a
r o

f a
 b

o
o

k
 w

ritte
n

 b
y

 a
 c

o
p

, I 
h

ave to
 say th

at th
is is a fin

e b
o

o
k in

 
every w

ay: clean
ly w

ritten
 in

 a lo
w

-
vo

iced
 n

arrative, tu
th

ysterical, fu
ll o

f 

in
trig

u
in

g
 n

ew
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

, an
d

 p
o

s-
itively in

valu
ab

le in
 its p

o
ten

tial fo
r 

keep
in

g
 a lid

 o
n

 th
e free-lan

ce co
n

-
spiracy dispensers w

ho spin their w
ebs 

in
 th

e sm
o

ke o
f every assassin

atio
n

. 
N

o
 d

o
u

b
t th

e
y
 w

ill lu
rc

h
 in

to
 p

rin
t 

o
n

 th
is o

n
e, to

o
. 

H
o

u
g

h
to

n
 h

ad
 th

e g
o

o
d

 sen
se to

 
c

o
lla

b
o

ra
te

 w
ith

 W
rite

r T
h

e
o

d
o

re
 

T
aylo

r.. T
h

e b
o

o
k is fu

ll o
f g

o
o

d
 o

b
-

s
e

rv
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 d

e
ta

il (a
ls

o
 o

n
e

 s
e

n
-

ten
ce th

at I can
't g

et o
u

t o
f m

y h
ead

: 
"A

d
el p

layed
 th

e o
u

d
 at an

 A
rab

 res-
tau

ran
t"): th

e g
lim

p
ses o

f S
irh

an
 re-

fu
s
in

g
 to

 id
e
n

tify
 h

im
s
e
lf ("I th

in
k
 I 

sh
all rem

ain
 in

co
g

n
ito

," h
e said

; h
o

w
 

m
an

y co
p

s h
ave h

eard
 a p

riso
n

er say, 
"I th

in
k I sh

all rem
ain

 in
co

g
n

ito
"?

), 

askin
g

 h
is g

u
ard

s h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 m
o

n
ey  

th
e
y
 m

a
k
e
 (g

e
ttin

g
 n

o
 a

n
s
w

e
r) o

r 
w

hether they believe in the death pen-
alty (n

o
 an

sw
er th

ere eith
er), en

jo
y-

ing being m
ysterious w

ith his captors; 
th

e ted
io

u
s, sw

eaty ch
o

re o
f trackin

g
 

th
e m

u
rd

er w
eap

o
n

 to
 S

irh
an

's h
o

u
se 

—
at ab

o
u

t th
e sam

e tim
e h

is b
ro

th
-

ers see a n
ew

sp
ap

er p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
, re-

alize th
at S

irh
an

 is th
e assassin

 an
d

 
rep

o
rt to

 th
e p

o
lice; th

e m
atter o

f th
e 

g
irl in

 th
e p

o
lka-d

o
t d

ress, fin
ally ex-

p
o

sed
 as a p

ath
etic m

yth
, th

e w
itn

ess 
b

reakin
g

 d
o

w
n

 u
n

d
er a lie d

etecto
r 

te
s
t a

n
d

 a
d

m
ittin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 

questioning had led her to believe she 
sh

o
u

ld
 h

ave, m
u

st h
ave seen

 p
o

lka 
dots; the $409 in cash S

irhan w
as car-

ryin
g

 (th
e co

p
s th

in
k: ah

a, co
n

sp
ir-

acy) fin
ally acco

u
n

ted
 fo

r—
an

 in
su

r-
an

ce settlem
en

t, an
d

 h
e ap

p
aren

tly 
ju

st liked
 to

 carry th
e cash

. O
n

e b
y 

one the conspiracy rum
ors bubble up, 

th
e co

p
s b

eat th
em

 d
o

w
n

 w
ith

 d
o

g
-

g
ed

n
ess an

d
 sh

o
e leath

er, th
e p

itifu
l 

m
isfit b

eh
in

d
 th

e ru
m

o
r is u

n
co

vered
, 

an
d

 th
e m

atter-o
f-fact p

o
lice m

o
ve o

n
 

to
 th

e n
ext o

n
e. 

irhan never quite em
erges as a fun-

g
i d

im
en

sio
n

al ch
aracter. T

h
e co

p
s 

p
ick u

p
 a lo

t o
f h

in
ts an

d
 su

g
g

estio
n

s 
("H

e
's

 a
 s

tu
b

b
o

rn
 ty

p
e
," s

a
y
s
 o

n
e
 

b
ro

th
e
r. "H

e
 g

o
e
s
 in

to
 ta

n
tru

m
s
"), 

b
u

t th
ey're n

o
t really in

terested
 in

 m
o

-
tivatio

n
—

th
ey'll settle fo

r estab
lish

-
in

g
 th

at h
e d

id
 it an

d
 th

at h
e's leg

ally 

san
e. H

o
u

g
h

to
n

 n
o

tes at th
e en

d
 th

at  

h
e's co

n
vin

ced
 "S

irh
an

 is m
o

re p
o

-
litic

a
lly

 o
rie

n
te

d
 th

a
n

 h
e
 w

o
u

ld
 a

p
-

p
ear to

 b
e fo

r h
is ag

e; th
at h

e d
id

, in
 

fact, kill K
en

n
ed

y b
ecau

se o
f th

e Is-
rael-A

rab
 situ

atio
n

, an
d

 th
at h

e p
ro

b
-

ab
ly h

as so
m

e kin
d

 o
f m

artyr co
m

-
plex." That's as close as he gets to per-
so

n
ality an

alysis, w
h

ich
 is all rig

h
t, 

to
o

—
m

ayb
e th

e an
alysis o

u
g

h
t to

 b
e 

m
ad

e b
y so

m
eo

n
e else (w

ith
 Jim

 G
ar-

riso
n

, M
ark L

an
e an

d
 W

illiam
 B

rad
-

fo
rd

 H
u

ie d
eclared

 in
elig

ib
le). 

T
h

e
 b

o
o

k
's

 re
p

la
y

 o
f h

o
w

 S
irh

a
n

 
spent the day before the m

urder is par-
ticu

larly d
ram

atic: h
e p

ractices o
n

 th
e 

p
isto

l ran
g

e in
 th

e aftern
o

o
n

, h
elp

s a 
g

irl w
ith

 h
er sh

o
o

tin
g

, m
eets so

m
e 

A
rab

 frien
d

s, tries to
 g

et a p
o

o
l g

am
e 

g
o

in
g

 an
d

, in
 th

e sam
e casu

al, aim
-

less w
ay, d

rifts o
ver to

 th
e A

m
b

assa-
dor H

otel, his pistol tucked in his den-
im

s. H
e d

id
n

't even
 kn

o
w

 w
h

ich
 w

ay 
K

en
n

ed
y w

o
u

ld
 leave th

e stag
e after 

h
is

 s
p

e
e

c
h

, a
n

y
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 O

s
w

a
ld

 
k

n
e

w
 th

e
 p

re
s

id
e

n
tia

l m
o

to
rc

a
d

e
 

ro
u

te w
h

en
 h

e
 to

o
k a jo

b
 at th

e T
ex-

a
s
 S

c
h

o
o

l B
o

o
k
 D

e
p

o
s
ito

ry
. T

h
is

 
book show

s again how
 incredibly ran-

d
o

m
, co

in
cid

en
tal an

d
 b

an
al a crim

e 

can
 b

e—
even

 th
e g

reatest, sad
d

est, 
m

o
st m

o
n

u
m

en
tal crim

e. T
h

e g
ru

b
b

y, 
o

rd
in

a
ry

 fa
c
ts

 o
f th

e
 c

rim
e
 n

e
v
e
r 

m
atch

 th
e en

o
rm

ity o
f o

u
r sen

se o
f 

loss and tragedy, and conspiracy rush-
es in

to
 th

e g
ap

. 
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