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Dear Gary (coples to others),

You encoursged me to read "Special Unit Senator", I presume from revis we,
end I have, having slso read reviews., Harwood, in the Wash Post, for exemple, said
it seys nothing new but had to  writien, right on both counts. It 1s the kind of
bo-k & p:blisher who broke at leaszt two contrects for bo-ks critical of the Warren
Commiseion could enjoy doing. It is, in fact, a Yo~k desply indebted o the Warrem
Report by men who profited from 1t and sought, to the degree poacibls to avoid
repeating the same mistakesa -while taking the same approach.

Appropriately, there is no Asinsls ¢itation of source, though there are

& few footnotes (the entire trial is covered in s singls sentence of one), and there

abe length quotations thet ere dubious. There is, likewise snd for the obvious

' reasons, no index, whoch facilitates not finding anything. There is incumpletenzaa' '

{fror exemple, the flictitious Arab threat against Rixon, sn obviocus eontrivebes whe
1t was first reported, had ended with acquittal before this book was finished but
there 18 no refersnce to th acyuittal and the csme is handled like the real thing).

I om familiar with some of it. Although not nemed, I am apparently a very
amall part of it. This gross distertion maies 1% easy for me fo believe little is
to be trusted without separate confirmation. In other ¢ases, have tepes of what ia
quoted directly, and the firect quotes do not match the tapes of the seme, unidenti-
fied witnesses), In most cases, there is a deliberste avoidance of names, but in some,
thoee the authors want $o shaft are nemed. Now more authoritative can you be than by
avoiding a large percentage of the names?

Msjor holes are only too obviogs. For exampla, the Chrysler car the keys
to which were found on Sirhan is said to have besn accessible to many keys. There $s
no reference to the nsme or identification of the owner, no reference to nay flnger-
printing, etc., but how glowingly the finding of Sirhen's fingsrprints in his om
car is described. Sirhan is said to heve bought large quethtities of emmo and to heve
fired it st a rsnge, with repested refersnees througbout. BUF, 37,815 shells were
leboricusly collscted snd examined (286) and not s single one wes traced to the
Sirhan pistol. Can there be more persuasive proof that he used that renge? It ias -
el leged that there was an exhaustive investigstion of the possibility of conspiracy,
with the most emitloulous reconstruction of times, Yet where there is any specific
reference, hours at = time ars not accounted for. The only investigation of con-
spiracy that secms to have been made is one in which 1t wes determined that those
sllegad could not be proven by those msking the clsim, The Crispin Curiel Gonzalez
story ie in open comtradiction to the uandisputed news stories of the time, and the
girl friend, found immediately by the press, was not found by the LAPD untll montha
later, which is almost es good as the FEI, One could g on and on with this Xxiikim
toilet tissue called a book. *t is so transparent that if what it alleges is true

it 18 so evasively, so selectively, so incompetently and incompletely done it cannot
be credited by those with any ressonably clear recollection of the reperting of the
period. It 1s a popular but a crummy job. Smooth, but so is much waste matter.

The book ends by seying the case 13 a ringing endorsement of fair treat-
ment, of justice, and open (4) with the open admission that while Sirhen had insisted
from the beginring that he d4dn't want to talk, evaery trick was used to bet him to
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and it wes secretly taped. Paralleling this is the trick with which the Sirhen
bhouse wes searched without a warrant end over the objections of ¥imxfixwk one of
the brothers, who was asked. The prisoner wasn't and 1t was bis property thet was
sought-and obtained.(68)

The devices of the WR and its defenders are frequently employed, one
example(88) is deseribing an 4,ericen engineer who had spent ysars in Arab lands
end was fluent in the various dialects &s "a man who said he spoke Arabic', this intro-
duction serving to cast into doubt the entirely undisputed story he told of what ke
hsd heard, spoken in a dlalect he identified, There are the clever passages for
the WR mikmdx critics, like (96) "There were the clever people, as usual, standing
to profit by the cry of conspiracy, hookigg their theories to journslistic wagons
bvefore the Arlington soil was tamped..." “rom the author of this pot-~briler?

0f the seene of the erime (97), where the mumber of proven shots 1s never
given, "even the doors hade holes in them which can be mistaken for bullet holes",
With the lnown maximum capacity of the postol, such writing would have more meaning
end come closer to representing integrity of purpose 1f the shooting had teen limited
%o the capacity of that weapon. B

The politics are ineredidble. Sirhan had en unnamed "Comminist friend" h
whose Communism 1s reflected by his description of Sirhan*s anti-Israsll views as
"right. reactionary", *his is perhaps the "new” Communiem? This friend found Sirhen
an enarchist, then natural friend of a Commnunist (never nemed)(165).Sirhan also
is ssid to heve espoused Anarchy (168) Thus there was an extensive search for a
"Communist " conspiracy to kill Kennedye But with evidence that Isrhan got imerican
Nezi Perty and similar litersture (222,231), why should there be any investigation
to determine whetber there was a onnspiracy of this character? So, there waan't.

Duarte, never named, is shown %o have cleimed Sirhan was where he powimx
proveably wasn't, and the me. he said was Sirhen 1s identified (189).

With the allegedly elaborate tracing of all the time Sirhen could have

hed to conspire, the results said to show no possibility of conspiracy, there is,
smong the meny things not secounted for, whet is mentionsd (2301 end elsews re), his
{-terest in and attendance st meetings of mystics, Here is an example of tie way
every minute is accounted for, this one of the more crucial days, Juned (884):"Sirban
drove off from the Richfield station at 11 a.m. What he did between that time and
approximately 4:30 P.M. 1s not known". Superb proof! Fretty much tbe seme is true
of the next dey (265), despite the tricky writing designed to persuade that every
minute Was accounted for., The fact is this alleged disproof provides immch more time
that would have been required for the elsborate planning of an elaborate consplracy.
Naturslly, of course, there is loglec to show there was no o nspiracy, for had there
been the other iwo exits Eennedy would have used would have been covered. The proof
that they weren't can be stated more briefly than the chief of detectives and his
reformed sportswriter of the atavistic tendencies puts i% by saying that none of the
hotel employees saw anybody with signe snnouncing their intemtion to kill RFK if he
went their way.

There is an unintended ghoulish touch on 300, where it is stated "Much
has beon learned from te investigetion...from it will coms a menuel®, ome cen expect
for whitrweshing. Immediately thereafter({302), this enormous investigation of which
we read, described as "columinous®, fit in *four .ocked cebinets”, hardly the size
of my personal one and not at all of the magnitude to reflect the enormity of
investigation clajmed for so long & period by so many mene But fear not, like Texas,
they bave "boiled 1t down to "10 illustrated bound volumes"”, two copies of which
ere ¥iti the LAFD®and one with the US 4G.
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s The similarities with the WR are often striking, as with the alleged
accounting of Sorhsn's finances that are seid to have been conmputed to almost
exactly the sum founds on who. With no figures give.n who can geinsay them? .

Thi{s is not the only benefit of the WR reflected in this work. After
all this hogwash claiming there was no conspirscy, it closes (304) with the prompr
disclaimer, the reputetion save, and a fairly open hint they expect contrary proof
(304):"I do not know thet I have ever considered sny case completely closed.
Stmply beceuse we desl with people, the possibilityxmxiwkx always exists that infor-

‘mation will emerge long after the accused has received a vordict...Pherefors, tlz files

of any'oriminal investigation sbould never be completely closed™, even after
santence is carried out~ like Oswald; like Hoover; like LBJ. :

Interestingly, the effort to refute the possibility of conspiracy is
pretty much limited to the nut coses. As a reflection of the meriousness with which
the case was investigeted or the diligence with which it is here reported, there
is nothing of any consequence I didn't recsll after a year end a half, The only two
new thinge are,to me, the number of casings checked in thet misrepresented futility
end the identification of the men Duarte called Sirham.

TIt's a bhelluva book, Fery, this 1s but a héﬂy conmentary after a hastj"
reading in which I didn t ake time to meke a single not, merely marking a few pages

in the mergin as I skimfed, 4 real analysis would be & humdinger.

This 1s @ frightfully bed book, succeeding in such impossibilities as
being unfair to Garrison’s I4 sycophants, whick is pretty herd %o do0. It ix a clever
work of propeganda that skilfully weeves in a few of the necessary references to the
extremists who ars part of the story but always leawing them end the extreme groups
out, avoiding mention of a single Arab extremist whose connection with Sirhan are
inherent in the writing. But so few people know snything sbout it there is 1it tle
propsect it will not be accepted as a definitive study, ons that ends all questions,

Without doubt its purpose.

I£ leaves me interest in & mumtsx of peopls, one in particular, is any-
things is lmown of him, George Erhard, Jr., who 1s said to have sold this cheap
weapon, second-hand, for much more than its velue new aml to & man he knew could
not, legelly, own eny weapon (notbing bas happened to Bim of which ¥ know for his
violation of the law, but why should it when it only led to the murder of a Kennedy?).

. 1 wonder what his comnections are.

Because I rTead this book is baste and note thiése comments the séim\yay,
I encourags others Yot to teke my word or opinions but to reedh their own..
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