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NEW mddress: Rt. 7, Frederick, Md. 21701
February 29, 1968

My, Arttur Crook, editor
The London Times Literary Supplement
Printing House Square

- Londen BE.C. -4 3

England
Dear Mr. Crook,

Ypadudlly I em learning how different things ere in your country. i have
elready lserned, from you, mey I add, snd I thnek you most sincersly, thet while
editors in the United States reserve for themselves the right to abbreviate
letters, you in BEngland ubaclutoly refuse to do so even when authoriz-d m ld‘nnu
by ths writar. .

Now I lurn 4hat 1t 1s the custom in your publishing snd nrmtional ni!ulu._*

and * prosume the best of both worlds, to keep the meximum premotion for a book so
secret thet the existence of the book is entirsly unknown! How clever! And utterly
originel! And ell the time I thought the very eminent werdem of All Saints (how
sppropriate a connection!) was just m nasty, dishonest, cowsrdly snd eatiraly
d1sreputabdle man, I em confessing error. S’nn him sn spology. - most meriously
underestimated him. Synce he will not face and. end he has falled to respond to
ths letter he solicited frem me, when next you sees him, wil! you pleasse aztend

my sincerest apologies. :

Of course, it may be m 1ttile whils bofora you see him, Yet I am confident
that is he sees me firat, you'll gtill mest him before I do. He 18 now in the
United Statas. Tpis morning he graced out =ir (if that is the right word) on the
me jor network TV show, called Today, And lo and behold, he hes a bock, fmazingly
enough, sside from having the seme subject and seemingly identiecal contant, 1t
elso beara the sams title as your "artiela"., Ah, you clever, clever, CIEVER men

agsin, if that 1= the right word- I hope you'll understand my simple colonkal
ritege denies me much understanding)! Wi H LS

Thiy without doubt, is the most originel non-promotion for e book in history=
yours or ours. First he westes the enormous exposure you gave him, snd t® asvtendant

publicity thet he otherwlae could not have gotten, by making Do reference in your psges

or the subsequent, internastionsl neswspaper esnd electronic attntion. to the fact that
he had suthored & book (e=avenging would gnt then have be-n a nice word, nor would
81l those less then gentle hints &bout how mercensry I am, heving mede so much
#11thy profit that 1 em #35,000 in dabt),

Then, this morning - how honored I was to see hil emiling face - he has thil
reslly tremenduous exposure, and lo snd behold he is promoting s book! Now there is
something just es strenge sbout this premotion es there is sabout your special
"artdile”™ - the phrase is not mine, that is how it was identified, and I've lEard no
complaint about 1t from you or from him. You see, his book is not on sale here, My
book sources cannot find where it is, can be had, or who published it. It seems to
be a2 reprint original, whieh is quite sprropriste for a men with his =mpproach. But

that makes me wonder, for it sesms unlikely thet the expense of the promotion (thinking
nothins of his time, which also must have mome velue) can be justified by the predict-

sbla profit from so inexpensive s work. Particularly when it cennot bs bought in

o = |

e DR MR

sl oy o




= =

sy

" hoppens that his beck slso wes en originel retresd; selling for s doller, and {f it

respgnse to the promotion. You know, I want very much to see that book on sale in
the “nited Jtatea. You sea, I wes quite serious in $elling you that his inventions-
excuse me, misstatementsy abtout me and my writing ere actionable. So, 1 phonsd
people in publishing in New York, and they phoned the network thst =2ired him,
E;uhnehorl' Weskly snd many other scurees, Apparently the bigsest publishing
Bystery in Wew York todey is +ho published th: beok form of your "speeisl artiecle".

A men less gensrous, snd Iussure you that what I have seid of his eminence 1s
generoug- & men more prone to suspect the worst in people-nmight wander if Mr. Sparrow
io less interested in his book and profit thst bhe 1s in getting sn opr ortunity to sir
those views that, whether or not sscurste (end this seems to coneern him little), jut
hapren to coincide with the views of the United Statea JSowe rmment, rerticularly itl :
intelligence arm, Now when one further wnders abofit the enormous sums of money
this agency spends both abroad end in ecademic ¢lrcleBeses

Of gomrse, this is some waya is not without precedent., Thesa is a Whyte House
corresnondent who once made a single apresrsaloce with me on a radio "spe cial”, It was
gchadulad for a single, two-hour presentation. It juat d4d grow %o four kours, 'snd 1%
wes sired four times, ret her unususl, Be sat right next to me when we teped ik, He
also hsd & book then being printed, ead he slso failed once to mention it. Now 1%

g0ld considersbly better thsn ell the reports 1% did not reccup its promotional g
and sdvertising costs. “ts deetrine is Sperrowds, 0dd how thls sort of thing happens

only to syeophantic works plsasing to the U.5. @ovarnment, isn't $47 One tumor 35

el1 these unvouchered funds. : ’
Theret ie spother similerity between ir, Sparrcw snd Chakkes Hoberts, who
woen't at £11 sehemed sbout his use of s fim word (he called his book "BeTRUTH
ibout The Asssssination”). Neitle r wents tc confront me, Each forgeas the fine
stimulous to enles his destruction of all I hesve printed would earn, Odd, Very
uncommereisl, But perheps by mow you have getherea thet 1 velisve both gentleman
(there I go taking liberty with the dlctéonary agsin) are markedly uncom:srcial.

I think you mey spnreciate my wonder, my perhaps admirstion, over this
Teally strangs way you “ritigh have sbout premcting your literary ontput by - - -
pretending they do not exist 2nd then unveiling them when they cennot be purchased.
So, busy as you sre, 1 humbly bessach an explenation of how & book becomes & ' .
vapecial erticla™ in Englsnd, how you publish it without meniion of the book,
and whether you anticipated thst this sawmingly non-commercial pressntation would
a$tract the kind of mttention 1t did, ending in whet 1 hove so carefully explained
%o you 1s the attempted political aasassination ol the Hon. Robert Hemnedy.

In his single latter io me, 1 sm confident you will be gratified %o know,
Ay Zparrow undertonk to speak for you. He 1s, after all, I suppose, a gentleman,
for in speslking for you, look at ths time and troubls you were spared, I hzte to think
that his reflection of your views is es remote from whet they re-1ly sre aa is hias

presentation of mine, but he did do it.

if your so-btusy schedule permiis responss, would you also include a few well-

 ehosen worda about "scavengers”, "oromoters”,"those who meke a career of the sssessina-
| $1om"= snd "scholars"¢ You hsve little idea how they will please meat S =t

r
Bincaraly,

Harold Velsberg
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