B4 that the recipient be hungry. If the Pan- that they can oppose murder. A black my hands. ljunkmg that the shot had come ¢
) thers can serve breakfast to 3000 children man can be easily seduced; it's a revolu- from one of them and that I was going 1o i
= a week in Chicago or 1500 in San Fran- tion for him to go from one meal a day be killed, too. There were hundreds of }
L cisco, with their lack of resources, what to' three. Sometimes I think that blacks police in the.area, some jumping [rom 4 ;
. B could those cities' governments be doing = are’ so locked away from information the hill where the shot had come from. 1 il
g . il they had the same interest? - that' we could be duped.into fighting in  tried to tell them that the bullet came 13
PLAYBOY: If you were the mayor of a South. Alfrica for apartheid, if America from that way. il
x major American city, what would you do?  told us to do it. We cercamly were down Now, the hotel that Ray was in—if
.Ba jacKsoN: T would declare the poor com- there shooting our Dominican brothers. I Ra as the ki is next door to the

munities in a state of emergency and
deal with the unemployment rate, the
high mortality rate and the high t.b.
. rate. I would set up medicine tents on

the streets, and ‘embarrass the Federal -
. ‘and state governments into opening up:

their food storehouses. I would declare

“war on disease and hunger. I would

enlarge all the city departments that
. feed and heal people. The welfare of all
“'the people would be ‘attended to before
‘any new golf courses or monuments or
" ‘stadiums were built. I would force the

(,ovemmem to call out the Nat:onal_____
- Guaard to deal with the existing injus

%des, which make the ghetto a perma-
nent disaster’ aréa, There’s no reason

-'. " why the Army couldn’t -be coming down:

‘ the street with bayonets, looking for slum
“Jandlords. The Army would force trade

".+ " ‘unions to allow the minority groups in.’
- ‘And those whio did not pick up the gar-

bage would themselves be picked up. An
- Army like'that wouldn't have any trouble

«ca into dealing humanely- ﬁﬂfh blay
minority—the countries of - Ateicasare i

Brmady

saw televised scenes of Dominicans lined

up against a ‘wall while black Gls held :
guns on them. But this is not because uf'

ignorance but because of cultural suff
tion and improper education.

PLAYBOY: Malcolm X once pmposed that
‘the UN 'send observers.into the Ameri-
cin black- community to determine_ if
blacks were being treated humanely. Do. ;

you think that’s a practical idea?
JACKSON: Only for symbolic purposes the

UN doesn’t have any power and ls sub}ect i

to the American veto. t
PI.AYBO‘!: Wouldn't exercising - the veto
prove so  embarrassing to the U S. that it

" would refrain from doing so?
Jackson: I doubt it. And the' munmes

that one might expect to pressure Ameri-

themselves too dependent on " Amesica’s

trade and financial aid to wish to =ntigo-
nize her. It is not in the enlightened !
sell-interest of those countries to rise up -

“black ’

-

JE§S(: J»‘kc:a/\f im Pf.f?ry@ox/_______,%;

re. department. With the shot having
¢ been fired apd all those police in the
H ‘ama, the usuaI thmg during an emergen-
. m a Southem town would be for a
: sireft ‘to go off that stops the lights and
traffic_on: Mm Street, where the ho-
tel is’ It was six o'clock in.the afternoon,
the busiest time for traffic, and it all could
have been rought to a halt. But no
siren went o& traffic wasn’t stopped and
Ray’ escapi_.'d"through downtown Mem:
-'p,hu. The distance he subsequently trav-
: es, to me that'hé didn’t do it
imsel may have had
h:me very. highly pl help. But, of
course, 'ﬁnc[mg Dr. King'y killers is sec-
'andary to getting at the roots of Ameri-
- ca's violent aunosphere—an atmosphere
in which you' conform or are broken, in
which you-take your subordinate place in
the industrial hlerardly or are destroyed.
PLAYBOY; ('What do"'you think Dr. King
‘would béi domg if he were zlive today?
r. King would still be dealing

!

_getting. volunteer soldiers because. it - in indignation when were shot up in & problem .of finding a job for 4
would be engdged in a relevant war. Detroit or Watts, because we don’t affect body, he would still be raising the < '§
PLAYBOY: Is that. ;l.atemenr. a reference tol .their = essential relationship ~with —the ‘questions. of medm:al‘ care. for everybody, = )
th.mm? e R B world markets ar the World Bank. =~ ofa fnll-anpl’cmnent ewnomy. He would 23
)Am l}empe Just say l.hat Vlemam is fl PLAYBOY: Both Malcolm and Dr. King @ still be onthe basic isues,. su]l,be pointing ~ _ %
not 2’ releyant war, It is a war in which gworked . to mobllu.e a world-widé con- . out thé'stupidity of the war. He would be . g =
1he blackf'poor ‘are paying. with their sciénce against racism before Lhey were  in general conflict with Nixon. He would &

" dives to* protec: the investments of a
small rich elite whose Aaan mvestmems

are threatened by Hanoi." A

BLAYBOY: Whawver interests are bemg
. Served m Vletnam, do you think that

¢ .you, asa,nuzeu. “have the right to pick .

" the. wars. ‘i ‘which,_ you will ﬁght and
those in whicki you won'td"
; acxsoNOfmumelhaveﬂmrghtl
.- must reserve’ the fight to decide which

: ~wamé;g"ust‘§hndlwwld not fight-in-a .

thought was unjust. Nor would
of “anyone else doing so.
PLAYBOY:: Would you 'encourage drafted
‘blacks to'refuse to go to V;emam. even if
it means jail for them?
_JACKSON: Yes.. And whltes, too. Fighting
" "in Vietnam is'4 step. back into slavery for

- road’
" freedont. Many men-—Candhi, Jomo Keri:
-yatay Dr. King—have learned that,’

- ‘PLAYBOY: 'Although a dlspropomonate
‘numpber of blacks have died in Vietnam,

!here have been few blacks active in the

' peace movement. Why?

JACKSON: To blacks, the peace movement

is a luxury - that presupposes you have

J hlacks,andmtobarbanmhrwhltcs. The
to;jail has often beén the road to.

struck down. Do you share the view of

some that both murders were part of a
plan to deprive blacks of their leaders? -

JACKSON: Not a single elaborate conspir-
acy, but it’s clear that as we have moved

closer to America’s nerve center, closér to. .
a position where we could vote men out.
of office, the killings have increased. And =

1 don’t think America has done anything
to indicate that she is on the side of Dr.
King rather than of his killers.

.a compzracy involving many othen
PLAYBOY: Do you have any ewdencc to’

support that belief?
JACKSON: 1 think the circumstances were
very suspicious. As-you know, I was with

Dr, King when the assassin’s bullet was -
fired. We were talking with Operation -

Breadbasket's music divector, Ben Bra

about songs for the next day’s rally. Dr. .

Abernathy, Andy Young, James Bevel
and Bernard Lee were very near. When

.ﬁDr King was shot, I hit the ground, along -

“iwith the others. We scrambled toward the

steps where he was and I looked back

still, as we say, be on the case. " -

PLAYBOY: Will there ever be another bIad'. i

* leader as important' as Dr. Klngi

Jackson: T don't _think so, Lhough of—_

CcOUrse; No man can say. But n: was br
ng who cromed the frontier, who mde
a permanent break with'the past. I grew
up in the period from 1955 to 1965, and
_ -that time_was dominated by his com_ge
and stmngth as opposed to the prevmu.s
" “'mass docility 'of :black men. ‘Dr. King
was a surprise for alot of whites ‘who had

; conned themselves ‘into believing. that

. < Negroes: were really inferior. He was
intelligent, ‘moral, &loquent. d - coura-
geous, The contrast of his eloquence with

" the Iack of it in those whites he was
mmdtadedwlthgavemawﬂymg

' point. Even more important was the’ way
he stood up to white’ nulmary power in

‘the South. Dr. King wasn't afraid of the
cop’s billy stick, guns or dogs. He over-
came the stigma of jail cells; in fact, he
dignified the “jail cell and wrote great
words from it. He was willing to die for
black people, and finally did die, not on
some Iofty mountainside or in the com-

pany of ambassadors but kissing garbage
men, trying to set them free.

PLAYBOY: In the weeks before he died,
did Dr. King express any particular

- the time to save somebody aside from ; ’gmr my shoulder, because I was afraid
“yourself. Blacks are just too occupied | {that more shots were gomg to be fired. I
. with their own survival. They have not| isaw so many police coming from the direc-
iog even been sophisticated enough to know tnm of the shot that I actually threw up



